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Exodus 1 - 4 

 

In the historical journey from creation to the Promised Land we last considered 

Joseph, one of Jacob’s 12 sons. Joseph was pivotal in Jacob and his family moving to 

Egypt to escape the famine that had gripped Canaan. The Book of Exodus begins 

with a succinct summary of their arrival in Egypt. By piecing together, the 

information found in the Bible along with known historical dates, Jacob and his 

family would have arrived in Egypt around 1876 BC. Joseph died 71 years later and 

eventually all his generation as well (Ex 1.6). Despite the might and power of Egypt, 

in the course of time Egypt was invaded and conquered by a group known as the 

Hyksos. It is likely that it was a Hyksos king of whom it is said, “Now there arose a 

new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.” (Exodus 1:8, ESV). Israel had grown 

numerically and the king who knew not Joseph was concerned the people of Israel 

would join their enemies, namely the native Egyptians, and overthrow them (1.10). 

To prevent the likelihood of that happening they enslaved Israel and used them as 

forced labor on their many building projects. Despite the hardship, Israel continued 

to multiply in numbers. It is not possible to precisely date when the Hyksos invaders 

were overthrown by the Egyptians, dates range from 1570 to 1544 BC. However, 

when that did happen the Egyptians continued the enslavement of Israel. They too 

were concerned about the growing numbers and the potential of an uprising against 

them and so they dealt with them ruthlessly (1.12 – 14). The concern of the 

Egyptians became so great that they came up with the diabolical plot to kill all the 

male children who were born. However, because the midwives feared God, they let all 

the children live and God blessed them accordingly (1.15 – 21). Pharaoh persisted 

with his evil agenda and declared all male children were to be thrown into the Nile to 

kill them (1.22). 

 

That was the setting when Moses was born to his Hebrew parents, Amram and 

Jochebed (6.20). They quickly recognized their newborn son was special, there was 

something unique about him. That quality is embodied in the English term, fine, 

which is used in Exodus 2:2 (ESV) “The woman conceived and bore a son, and when 

she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three months.” Other terms used to 

translate the Hebrew word are: good, pleasing, beautiful, best, precious. (Cf. Act 7.20; 

Heb 11.23). They hid him for 3 months and then decided to do the unthinkable; they 

would put him in a basket on the River Nile, not just in any place but in the area 

where pharaoh’s daughter frequented the river. Moses’ older sister Meriam stood 

watch. Undoubtedly, this was a God-inspired choice; pharaoh’s daughter discovered 

the basket and rescued Moses and Meriam arranged for him to be returned to his 

mother to care for him (2.1 – 10). Don’t miss the irony in this God-directed action; 

Moses’ parents complied with pharaoh’s decree to throw their son into the Nile. For 

those interested in connecting this event with historical records, pharaoh’s daughter 
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very likely was Hatshepsut who was a very strong-willed woman and eventually 

became pharaoh of Egypt.  

 

Moses was raised as an Egyptian in the court of pharaoh where he was educated and 

trained. “And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was 

mighty in his words and deeds.” (Acts 7:22; ESV). However, Moses was also aware he 

was a Hebrew by birth. That led to Moses intervening and killing an Egyptian whom 

he saw beating a Hebrew slave (Exo 2.11 – 12). The next day Moses tried to stop a 

conflict between two Hebrews and in the exchange, Moses learned that others knew 

he killed the Egyptian. To escape pharaoh’s wrath, Moses, at age 40 (Act 7.23), fled to 

Midian. The map below shows the likely route he would have taken, a journey of 

some 400 km along a major trade route to Midian which was located on the east side 

of the Gulf of Aqaba (an extension of the Red Sea). 

 

It was at a well in 

Midian where 

Moses met the 

daughters of Reuel 

who had come to 

water their flocks. 

Moses would 

spend the next 40 

years as a 

shepherd in 

Midian (Act 7.30). 

During that period 

God prepared 

Moses for the 

pivotal leadership 

role that lay 

ahead. 

 

 

 

God’s Call of Moses 
 

In the wilderness of Sinai in the region of Midian an angel appeared to Moses in a 

flame of fire in a bush, “And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire 

out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was 

not consumed.” (Exodus 3:2 ESV). Moses drew nearer to look and as he did, the Lord 

spoke to him. Underscoring the incomprehensible majesty and holiness of God is His 

direction to Moses, “Then He said, ‘Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, 

for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.’ And He said, ‘I am the God of 

your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses 

hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.” Exodus 3:5–6 (ESV). There stood 

Moses in the awesome presence of God. Let this scene sink in; reflect on this God-

moment and let it elevate our perception of God. Out tendency is to reduce our view 

https://www.understandyourbible.org/info/moses-flight-midian 
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of God to what we see and are familiar with, but God is beyond our greatest 

imagination, loftier than our highest thoughts. His mere presence compels everyone 

to prostrate themselves before Him in worship. On the one hand our God tenderly 

comes alongside His people as a loving Father, often pictured as a Shepherd of His 

sheep. But on the other, God leaves us searching for terms to adequately describe His 

grandeur. No wonder Scripture also talks about the fear of God – the experience 

Moses had as he met God. This scene reminds us that while we are invited to 

approach our God freely, we still need to remember it is God whom we are 

approaching. 

 

God went on to tell Moses that He was aware of the affliction His people were 

enduring in Egypt. It may have appeared to His children that He was unaware of 

their hardship and had not heard their cry, but He had – He knew their sufferings.  

 

Exodus 3:7–9 (ESV) 7 Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my 

people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I 

know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 

Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 And now, behold, the cry of 

the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which 

the Egyptians oppress them.” 

 

This is a good reminder that when we endure suffering or hardship and it is never 

ending despite our cries to God, that does not mean He is unaware or doesn’t care, 

nor does it mean He isn’t going to address it. God responds according to His timetable 

which aligns with His purposes. The time had come for God to address the hardship 

of His people enslaved in Egypt; He had come to deliver them out of the hand of the 

Egyptians and take them to the Promised Land. God would address the tyranny of 

the Egyptians.  

 

Moses must have been elated to hear these words from God. The Hebrew people had 

called on God for the past 100 years or so to intervene.  However, Moses was taken 

aback when he found out how God was going to redeem Israel. 

 

Exodus 3:10 (ESV) “Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my 

people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 

 

God would send Moses to pharaoh to bring the children of Israel out of Egypt. 

Sometimes God carries out His will without any human instrumentality, but most 

often He utilizes people. In this case it would be Moses! God had been preparing 

Moses for this role. At the same time, it is good to remind ourselves that while Moses 

had many unique qualities, he was also a rather ordinary man who had spent 40 

years as a sheep herder. The most important characteristic he had was that he was 

committed to the Lord and sought to walk with Him. Let us not lose sight of the fact 

that God has works planned out for all of us. None of them are like the task God set 

before Moses. The role God has for us need not be public, it may be relatively minor 
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and only we know about it. The point is the Lord has an agenda for each of us and we 

need to always be receptive to whatever that agenda happens to be. The key 

ingredient to being effectively used by God is to be committed to Him and have a 

willingness to do whatever He asks of us. 

 

Ephesians 2:10 (ESV) For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

Today, just like in Moses’ day, God usually uses His people as instruments in the 

unfolding of His will. This is another reminder of the nature of His Church. God’s 

desire is for each believer to function in an interdependent relationship with fellow 

believers. That is God’s plan because He has gifted us in such a way that it is only as 

we function together that we will become the individuals God has designed us to be. 

It is true there are times when our interdependent relationship with one another is 

hindered as is the case with COVID-19 meeting restrictions, but that does not 

eliminate all the opportunities to care for one another at a distance. People need our 

participation in ministry to one another now more than ever. Not only did Moses 

initially protest God’s plan for him, but sometimes we echo the same reservations. 

We can glean a great deal of insight from the interchange between God and Moses.  

  

Moses’ Responses 
 

Moses had to be persuaded before he was ready to say, “Yes,” to the Lord. We may 

wonder why he didn’t immediately say, “Yes,” as did many others in Bible history. 

Perhaps Moses’ replies are instructive for us when faced with major involvement in 

ministry. There is great benefit in careful thought and reflection because once we 

move forward there may be things that happen that cause us to question why we are 

involved. 

 

A. Why Me Lord? 

 

There is nothing original to the response many people give when approached to be 

engaged in an area of ministry, “Why me? Surely there is someone else you can get 

to do it!” I have heard that reply many times, as have those who recruit workers 

for ministry positions. That was Moses’ initial response. 

 

Exodus 3:11 (ESV) But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to 

Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 

 

Moses’ reply is quite simply, “Lord, surely there is someone better than me to do 

this.” Moses still had vivid memories of his attempted intervention 40 years 

earlier when he killed the Egyptian who mistreated a Hebrew. That well-intended 

action ended with him fleeing from Egypt and spending 4 decades as a sheep 

herder in Midian. 

 

Moses felt inadequate and incapable of carrying out what would be a monumental 

task – a task far greater than anything he likely envisioned on that day he met 
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with God. Moses had grown comfortable with his life; it was very simple when 

compared with the prestigious and opulent of life in Egypt, but generally he was 

satisfied. 

 

We too, when faced with God’s leading and prompting to engage in ministry to 

others often feel inadequate or we diminish how God might use us. We may 

compare ourselves to others whom we perceive are much more qualified and 

suited for the role. Most service for the Lord also requires people to give up some 

control of their lives. At the very least it usually means rearranging our priorities 

and agendas. Many times, it is more than just a little rearranging, but 

eliminating some of the things we wanted to do or be involved in and replacing 

them with God’s agenda. Other times it means adjusting family events or 

recreational activities because they conflict with ministry commitments.  

 

Instead of focusing on the enormity of the task and our inadequacy, as Moses 

surely did, we need to focus on God’s reply, “I will be with you.” (3.12). God will 

never call a person to do anything, or go anywhere, where He will not accompany 

them. I have a wall hanging with the saying, “The will of God will never lead you 

where the grace of God cannot keep you.” God knows what lies ahead and He is 

prepared to enable us accordingly. 

 

In Moses’ case, God gave him a sign of affirmation, “He said, ‘But I will be with 

you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have 

brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.’” (Exodus 

3:12 ESV). Because God’s assignment wasn’t going to end with the exodus from 

Egypt but encompassed another 40 years, the sign of God’s ongoing provision was 

the people of God worshipping Him at the very mountain where God met Moses. 

When the Hebrew people arrived there, Moses would have the unmistakable proof 

God was with him. 

 

However, Moses wasn’t satisfied yet. 

 

B. In Whose Authority? 

 

This one was particularly pertinent to Moses since he had acted on his own 

authority 40 years earlier and the Hebrew people didn’t affirm his role in 

deliverance at all. He needed to know what to tell the people when questioned.  

 

Exodus 3:13 (ESV) Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and 

say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What 

is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 

 

God left no room for doubt as to who was sending him. It was “I AM WHO I AM.” 

Nearly 1,500 years later Jesus would identify Himself as “I AM,” as He disclosed 

who He was and why He came in His seven “I AM,” declarations found in the 

Gospel of John. 
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Exodus 3:14–18 (ESV) 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, 

“Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to 

Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This 

is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. 

16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, ‘The LORD, the 

God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to 

me, saying, “I have observed you and what has been done to you in Egypt, 17 and 

I promise that I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the 

Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 

Jebusites, a land flowing with milk and honey.” ’ 18 And they will listen to your 

voice, and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to 

him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; and now, please let us 

go a three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD 

our God.’” 

 

Whenever we engage in ministry, whether it is in a more formal and organized 

manner, or totally informal and spontaneous such as when visiting with family, 

friends, or complete strangers, we do so in the great Name of Jesus Christ – He 

goes with us and enables us. 

 

Moses remained reticent. 

 

C. They Won’t Believe Me 

 

Moses anticipated rejection by the people, despite what God had told him to say. 

 

Exodus 4:1 (ESV) Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or 

listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘The LORD did not appear to you.’” 

 

God knew how the people would respond and He gave Moses 3 signs to 

authenticate Moses’ message to them. 

 

1. God Turned Moses’ Staff Into a Serpent 

 

Exodus 4:2–5 (ESV) 2 The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” 

He said, “A staff.” 3 And he said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw it on 

the ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. 4 But the LORD 

said to Moses, “Put out your hand and catch it by the tail”—so he put out his 

hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand— 5 “that they may 

believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God 

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 

 

2. God Restored Moses’ Leprous Hand 

 

Exodus 4:6–7 (ESV) 6 Again, the LORD said to him, “Put your hand inside 

your cloak.” And he put his hand inside his cloak, and when he took it out, 
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behold, his hand was leprous like snow. 7 Then God said, “Put your hand back 

inside your cloak.” So he put his hand back inside his cloak, and when he took 

it out, behold, it was restored like the rest of his flesh. 

 

3. God Turned Water Into Blood 

 

Exodus 4:8–9 (ESV) 8 “If they will not believe you,” God said, “or listen to the 

first sign, they may believe the latter sign. 9 If they will not believe even these 

two signs or listen to your voice, you shall take some water from the Nile and 

pour it on the dry ground, and the water that you shall take from the Nile will 

become blood on the dry ground.” 

 

God provided signs which would verify the authority of the message he would first 

deliver to the people of Israel and secondly to pharaoh himself. Moses was merely 

God’s spokesman, His ambassador, but the message was God’s. Moses had yet 

another concern, one that most of us can identify with. 

 

D. I Am Inadequate 

 

The inadequacy Moses was most aware of was his speech; he was not eloquent. He 

had surely heard some of the orators of Egypt; men who were very articulate and 

always had the right words to say; men who could engage the people when they 

spoke and were able to move them to action. That wasn’t him and his skills hadn’t 

developed while he cared for his sheep. 

 

Exodus 4:10 (ESV) But Moses said to the LORD, “Oh, my Lord, I am not 

eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am 

slow of speech and of tongue.” 

 

Many of us are aware of our inadequacies and that can hinder us in accepting 

ministry responsibilities. Our tendency is to compare our abilities with those who 

are very adept and proficient and in so doing we always come away with a failing 

grade. However, the benchmark we need to meet is the one the Lord sets for us 

and He will provide us with the means and resources to achieve it in His strength. 

 

Consider the reassurances God gave Moses, 

 

Exodus 4:11–12 (ESV) 11 Then the LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s 

mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 

12 Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall 

speak.” 

 

God hasn’t changed; He is still in the business of guiding and caring for His 

children. And of course, the bulk of the words He wants us to deliver are the ones 

found in His Scriptures and those shaped by the Scriptures. Moses was still not 

fully satisfied, and he asked of the Lord, “But he said, ‘Oh, my Lord, please send 
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someone else.’” (Exodus 4:13 ESV). The Lord relented and assigned Aaron as one 

who would be Moses’ spokesman.  

 

Exodus 4:14–16 (ESV) 14 Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against 

Moses and he said, “Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he 

can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he 

will be glad in his heart. 15 You shall speak to him and put the words in his 

mouth, and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both 

what to do. 16 He shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, 

and you shall be as God to him. 

 

Notice the flow of the message. God would tell Moses what to say, who in turn 

would tell Aaron what to say. 

 

Conclusion 
 

There are so many practical insights we can glean from Moses’ encounter with God, 

but the first and foremost is an elevated view of God and a greater realization of His 

majesty and grandeur. When we come before His throne of grace, we stand upon hold 

ground and He is worthy of greater reverence than we realize. Our view of God is 

confined by our finite minds and earthly reality, but who God is, is so much more. 

Our reception before Him is only possible because we are covered with the 

righteousness of Jesus Christ in whom we trust. 

 

May the following song raise our view of God as we anticipate our arrival in our 

heavenly home one day. 

 

I Bowed on My Knees and Cried Holy by Michael English 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TqzbBiGVnf8&ab_channel=OvertakenProduction

s 
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