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Exodus 12.29 to 15.21 

 

When I reflect on key events in the period of history after the flood, one event stands 

out, the exodus of God’s people from Egypt. It is likely the one most people are 

familiar with. When reading through the first five books of the Bible, one can’t help 

but be captivated by the account of Moses going as God’s messenger to pharaoh 

demanding the release of Israel and pharaoh’s refusal to let God’s people go. Those 

refusals led to God bringing 10 plagues upon Egypt, the last being the death of the 

firstborn after which pharaoh finally relented and sent Moses and the Hebrews on 

their way. However, that wasn’t the end; pharaoh changed his mind one more time 

and pursued Israel which culminated at the dramatic Red Sea crossing where Israel’s 

release from Egypt was fully realized.  The event was popularized by Cecil B. 

DeMille’s epic film, The Ten Commandments, released in 1956 and during the next 

two years was shown in theaters across North America. Those of us who first saw the 

film in the late 1950’s could never have imagined that it would still be an annual 

presentation 65 years later. 

 

One thing stands out in the exodus and it is the visual display of the unmistakable 

might and majesty of God; He is sovereign over nature, life and death, and the 

unfolding of human history. The defiance of mighty Egypt was no match for the 

sovereign will of God. He redeemed His people held in the grip of Egypt. The events 

form a panoramic portrait of redemption. Egypt pictures the enslavement of sinners 

held in the grip and grasp of satan and his realm of darkness, while their release and 

crossing the Red Sea pictures redemption. For any event 3,500 years ago, there is 

limited evidence to attest to what happened. In this case, we have the trustworthy 

and reliable word of God coupled with observable evidence allowing us to gain more 

than just a glimpse into what happened. The faith-inspiring evidence of the grandeur 

of God and His supernatural intervention leap from the pages of Scripture as we 

trace the events of God’s people. Take time to read the account of the exodus in 

Scripture and reflect on how it unfolded. 

 

An Overview 
 

Moses had spent 40 years in Midian (See map below), a region on the east side of the 

Gulf of Aqaba. It was there at the Mountain of God where God appeared to Him and 

commissioned him to return to Egypt to rescue Israel from slavery. Moses journeyed 

back to Egypt with the assurance of God’s promise of his return along with God’s 

people to the Mountain of God. “He said, ‘But I will be with you, and this shall be the 

sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, 

you shall serve God on this mountain.’” (Exodus 3:12 ESV). Once back in Egypt, on 

behalf of God, Moses demanded pharaoh let God’s people go. Ten plagues followed to 

convince pharaoh to obey God’s demand. It culminated with the death of the 
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firstborn, a judgement Israel was 

spared from when each household 

killed a lamb and put its blood on the 

doorposts and lintel of their homes. 

When God saw that sign of obedience 

and faith, He passed over their homes 

and spared them from the death of 

their firstborn.  

 

Exodus 12:29–30 (ESV) 29 At 

midnight the LORD struck down all 

the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat 

on his throne to the firstborn of the 

captive who was in the dungeon, and 

all the firstborn of the livestock. 

30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, 

he and all his servants and all the 

Egyptians. And there was a great cry 

in Egypt, for there was not a house 

where someone was not dead.  

 

Finally, pharaoh yielded to God and told Moses and Aaron to leave Egypt along with 

the Hebrew people and their flocks and herds (Exo 12.31-32). Before they left, God had 

told them to ask the Egyptians for gifts of silver, gold jewelry and clothing (Exo 11.2-3; 

12.33-36).  

 

It had been 430 years since Jacob and his family had moved to Egypt to escape the 

famine (12.40-41). During that time those 70 people had increased greatly in numbers 

(1.5). They had become about 600,000 men, plus women and children, hence the total 

could easily have been 1.5 to 2 million people (12.37-38).  

 

The Route of the Exodus 
 

The Hebrews lived in Goshen which was located on the eastern side of the Nile Delta. 

Thus, Rameses, which is named as the starting place of the exodus (Exo 12.37) must 

have been in the immediate vicinity of Goshen. They travelled from Rameses to 

Succoth (12.37). It is not possible to locate Succoth with certainty; however, given 

what follows in Exodus 13.17-18, it is very likely it was near the beginning of their 

journey and perhaps in the vicinity of the Bitter Lakes shown on the adjacent maps. 

From Succoth they could have travelled east along the Mediterranean Sea and then 

gone northward, following a trade route referred to as the Way of the Sea or centuries 

later was called, The Via Maris. However, God very intentionally took them in a 

different direction.  

 

Exodus 13:17–18 (ESV)17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them 

by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was nearby. For God said, “Lest 

Goshen 

Midian 
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the people change their 

minds when they see war 

and return to Egypt.” 

18 But God led the people 

around by the way of the 

wilderness toward the Red 

Sea. And the people of 

Israel went up out of the 

land of Egypt equipped for 

battle. 

 

Rather than have the 

Israelites almost 

immediately face a 

confrontation with the 

Philistines, the Lord 

directed them in a more 

southerly direction. He 

used a very reliable GPS to direct them every step of the way. He supernaturally 

provided an ever-present pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. “And the 

LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and 

by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by 

night. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart from 

before the people.” (Exodus 13:21–22 ESV). In addition to showing them the way, the 

pillars of cloud and fire served other very practical purposes. The pillar of cloud 

protected them from the scorching heat by day and kept them warm during the cold 

nights (Psalm 105.39). Further, the pillar of fire illuminated their path so that they 

could travel by night. The only time over the next 40 years where there is any 

indication of the significance of that was during their journey from Egypt to the Red 

Sea crossing.  

 

Exodus 13:21–22 (ESV) 21 And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of 

cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, 

that they might travel by day and by night. 22 The pillar of cloud by day and the 

pillar of fire by night did not depart from before the people. 

 

We are given very few details about the route of the Hebrews other than the Lord led 

them from Succoth to Etham, located on the edge of the wilderness (13.20). You may 

be aware that not everyone agrees on where the Hebrews crossed the Red Sea or 

where Mt Sinai, The Mountain of God, is located.  

 

For a variety of reasons most have concluded the Red Sea crossing was in the vicinity 

of what is shown on the above map as the Bitter Lakes. There are a number of 

marshy lakes in the region and some were already connected by canals at the time of 

the exodus. The Egyptians had constructed the canals for defense. They were the 

beginnings of what would become the Suez Canal centuries later. One of the more 

prominent lakes is Lake Timsah; it has an area of a little more than 5 square miles 

The Way of the Sea 
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and is quite shallow with a maximum depth of about 3 feet. Those who believe the 

Red Sea crossing was in that area also believe Israel traveled from there along the 

eastern side of the Gulf of Suez to the traditional site of Mt Sinai in the Sinai 

Peninsula. One of my professors when I  studied at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 

School was Dr. Barry Beitzel who authored The Moody Atlas of the Bible. He 

passionately contends that the crossing was at Lake Timsah or an adjacent canal. 

The Biblical narrative describes the Hebrews hemmed in by pharaoh’s army on one 

side and the sea on the other, followed by the dramatic crossing of the Red Sea with a 

wall of water on either side and the total destruction of the Egyptians by the collapse 

of that wall of water. The setting of a relatively wide-open space with a small shallow 

lake like Lake Timsah just doesn’t seem to mesh with the Biblical description. The 

picture the Bible text conveys is something far more dramatic than parting the water 

in a lake 3 feet deep and a couple of miles wide. Further the lakes in the vicinity are 

certainly not deep enough to drown the entire Egyptian army. At the very least there 

are a number of reasons to search for other possible locations that fit the description 

better. 

 

When I read the Biblical account, it portrays a dramatic supernatural intervention 

by God. A miracle of such proportions that not only all the people throughout the 

world at that time were being held in awe, but it is an event referred back to by God 

and His people ever since. I did a quick survey of the number of times God referred to 

bringing His children out of, or redeeming His children from Egypt, something that 

wasn’t complete until they were safely on the other side of the Red Sea and pharaoh 

and his army were neutralized. I found dozens of examples; the following are some of 

them: Exo 32.11; Lev 25.42, 55; 26.45; Deut 7.8; 9.26, 29; 13.5; 15.15; 21.8; 24.18; 2 

Sam 7.23; 1 Chron 17.21; Neh 1.10; Mic 6.4. This was certainly a Wow Event! It was 

of such a magnitude that everyone was left talking about how majestic the God of 

Israel was. This historical event should elevate our view of God, reinforce the 

dependability of our trust in Him, and the certainty of His ability to care for us. We 

need events like this to lift us above the concerns and adversity our world seems to 

increasingly be filled with. The exodus answers the question raised by psalmist in 

Psalm 121, “From where does my help come from?” Read Psalm 121 if you feel a bit 

down, but even if you aren’t, it is a good companion to place alongside this portion of 

Scripture. 

 

God’s redemption of His people from Egypt is a portrait of God’s redemption by Jesus 

Christ of people held in the grip and grasp of sin. Just like the children of Israel 

needed to exercise faith when they killed their Passover lamb and applied the blood 

to the doorposts and lintel of their homes to experience God’s redemption, people 

today also need to choose to place their faith and trust in Jesus for their salvation 

from their sin.  

 

The Wilderness of Etham 
 

God led His people from Succoth to Etham, which is described as on the edge of the 

wilderness (Exo 13.20). I concluded many years ago that the more likely location of 

the Red Sea crossing is the Gulf of Aqaba (Indicated as Yam Suph on the map below). 
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If you are not familiar with the reasons supporting this highly likely location, you 

will discover its remarkable alignment with the Bible’s account. According to this 

scenario, God led His people from Succoth across the top of the Sinai Peninsula 

towards modern day Eilat at the top of the Gulf of Aqaba (Yam Suph). Their journey 

would have taken them across some of the wilderness of Sinai but as they 

approached Eilat they would have encountered another wilderness, the wilderness of 

Etham which extends to the other side of the Gulf of Aqaba into what is today Saudi 

Arabia, or simply Arabia in Biblical times. We do not know with certainty the exact 

route God chose for them, but at the time of the exodus there was an established 

trade route across the Sinai Peninsula. It may have been the route Moses took when 

he travelled to and from Midian. The map below shows a possible route. 

 

 
 

Another very interesting piece of information about the location of Etham is found in  

 

Numbers 33:6–8 (ESV) 6 And they set out from Succoth and camped at Etham, 

which is on the edge of the wilderness. 7 And they set out from Etham and turned 

back to Pi-hahiroth, which is east of Baal-zephon, and they camped before Migdol. 

8 And they set out from before Hahiroth and passed through the midst of the sea into 

the wilderness, and they went a three days’ journey in the wilderness of 

Etham and camped at Marah. 

 

The point I want to draw to your attention from this passage is that after they 

crossed the sea, they again entered the wilderness of Etham which extended down 

the east side of the Gulf of Aqaba as I noted above. 

 

Possible Exodus Route Across the Sinai Peninsula 
https://ancientexodus.com/map-of-the-exodus-from-egypt/ 

 

Etham? 

Succoth 
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Before moving on to the next leg of their journey it may be beneficial to address some 

practical things about the journey. The straight-line distance from Succoth to Etham 

is about 250 km. Since the Pillar of Light enabled them to travel during the night, 

that increased the distance they could travel each day. It is also conceivable the Lord 

provided additional enabling strength for the journey to provide the physical capacity 

needed. Many believe a distance of at least 20 km each day is very realistic. It is very 

unlikely that pharaoh immediately decided to come after them, since he along with 

others would have been busy burying their dead. Many of his military leaders would 

have been firstborn and died, hence they needed to be replaced. They would have 

needed to prepare and take supplies with them. Thus, it may have taken several days 

for pharaoh to begin his pursuit of the Hebrews. Their speed would have been largely 

dictated by the foot soldiers and supply wagons, and unlike the Hebrews, they 

couldn’t travel at night. The point of it all is that this scenario is feasible. 

 

The Journey From Etham 
 

The next leg of Israel’s journey is extremely interesting. That is the case because 

strategically it makes no sense. Moses, who would have been at least somewhat 

familiar with the area, must have wondered  when God changed their course. 

 

Exodus 14:1–2 (ESV)14 Then the LORD said to Moses, 2 “Tell the people of Israel 

to turn back and encamp in front of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in 

front of Baal-zephon; you shall encamp facing it, by the sea. 

 

However one understands the words, “turn back,” in verse two, at the very least it 

means a change of direction. It is unlikely it meant to retrace their steps and head 

back to Egypt, the place they were leaving. However, the location of Etham shown on 

the map above, which is the beginning of the Wilderness of Etham, is also a junction. 

One route is the continuation of the road they followed from Egypt, east to modern 

day Eilat.  A second option is to travel south following Wadi Watir. A wadi is like a 

valley, ravine, or channel that is generally dry, hence it makes an ideal walking path. 

When one sees where Wadi Watir ends, all of this falls into place like the last few 

Wadi Watir 
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pieces of a jigsaw puzzle. When I discovered this some years ago it sent shivers down 

my spine as I realized how this aligns with the Bible’s description. Wadi Watir winds 

through the mountainous terrain and ends at a place called Nuweiba where the 

relatively narrow wadi opens to a flood plain of about 15 square miles in area, which 

would have been large enough to contain Israel.  

 

When the children of Israel turned south at Etham, remember it was God who 

directed them to do so. They didn’t end up at Nuweiba because they were lost, as 

pharaoh surmised, but God intentionally directed them there. He could have directed 

them to travel above the Gulf of Aqaba and thereby avert the predicament of being 

hemmed in by the Sea, but He didn’t. Rather, God knew pharaoh would change his 

mind and pursue the Hebrews. He intended to complete His judgement on Egypt and 

display His glory in a profound and unmistakable manner. Sometimes God 

intentionally places what appear as obstacles and hindrances before us, but they are 

there to expand our perception of who He is and discover His provisions for us. 

Obstacles are more often than not, carefully placed stepping stones leading us to 

greater maturity as a follower of Jesus Christ. 

 

I will not go into a discussion of the identification of the location and meaning of Pi-

hahiroth, Migdol and Baal-zephon. However, there are satisfactory answers which 

connect them to Nuweiba. If you wish a more extended discussion on many of these 

points, I recommend, The Exodus Case by Dr. Lennart Möller. You may also be 

interested in the research into the Red Sea crossing by Tim Mahoney. He compiled 

his research into the recent two-part documentary DVD, Patterns of Evidence: The 

Red Sea Miracle. There are also other resources available online. 

 

The Terrifying Return of Pharaoh 
 

The depth of depravity and rebellion against God is evidenced by pharaoh’s final 

reversal on letting God’s people go.  

 

Exodus 14:5–9 (ESV) 5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, 

the mind of Pharaoh and his servants was changed toward the people, and they said, 

“What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go from serving us?” 6 So he made 

ready his chariot and took his army with him, 7 and took six hundred chosen chariots 

and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. 8 And the LORD 

hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people of Israel 

while the people of Israel were going out defiantly. 9 The Egyptians pursued them, 

all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and his horsemen and his army, and overtook them 

encamped at the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon. 

 

God had arranged such that Israel arrived at Nuweiba just before pharaoh and his 

troops. Imagine the fear that gripped the children of God as they saw the Egyptian 

army emerge from Wadi Watir. It took no imagination for them to realize they were 

trapped with no place to flee. Those who were not slaughtered would be taken back to 

Egypt for an enslavement that would be worse than what they had left.  
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Exodus 14:10–12 (ESV) 10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up 

their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared 

greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the LORD. 11 They said to Moses, “Is it 

because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the 

wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is not this 

what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For 

it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 

 

The Supernatural Deliverance by God 
 

Rather than being paralyzed by their plight, Moses turned their focus to God who 

had led them there. “And Moses said to the people, ‘Fear not, stand firm, and see the 

salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom 

you see today, you shall never see again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have 

only to be silent.’” (Exodus 14:13–14 ESV). 

 

Moses declared to the people this would be the last and final encounter with the 

Egyptians. No one knew that when God shaped the earth He saw this very moment 

in time when His people would cross this seemingly impossible barrier and so He 

placed an underwater land bridge from one side to the other. The Gulf of Aqaba is 

extremely deep with a maximum depth of about 1,850 m. However, at Nuweiba a 

peninsula juts out some 3 km and the water depth to the other side is much 

shallower. The slope of banks on either side of that 14 km crossing are not 

prohibitively steep and it would have been possible for the people to safely descend 

on the west shore and ascend on the east side. The water depths near either shore 

have been investigated, however less information all the way across is available. The 

information on topographical maps indicates the maximum water depth is between 

240 and 800 m. The width of the plateau, or underwater bridge, is in the order of 2 

km. If there were 2 million people and they formed a column 2 km across and 

travelled at about 2 km/hr., which is less than normal walking speed, it would have 

taken them less than 12 hours to get a across. 

 

Let the memorable words of Scripture resonate in your heart: 

 

Exodus 14:15–16 (ESV) 15 The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell 

the people of Israel to go forward. 16 Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand 

over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry 

ground. 

 

Before they crossed, God dried the seabed and rearranged the pillars of cloud and 

fire. “Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went 

behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, 

coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and 

the darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near the other all night.” 

(Exodus 14:19–20 ESV). 
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What a scene it would have been to see the power and glory of God in such a 

demonstrative manner! “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the 

LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, 

and the waters were divided. And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea 

on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.” 

(Exodus 14:21–22 ESV).  

 

The Final Judgement of Egypt  
 

Driven by unbelief and a life of rebellion against God, pharaoh didn’t relent but 

blindly followed Israel into the sea not realizing the obvious – it was the hand of God 

that held up those walls of water on either side, perhaps as high as 800 m. The 

ground that had been dry for the Hebrews turned to gumbo and clogged the chariot 

wheels. By the time the Egyptians realized their fate, it was too late as God withdrew 

His hand and the walls of water came crashing down on the Egyptians (Exo 14.23-28). 

The judgment on Egypt was complete! The gods of Egypt were no match for the God 

of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Our God is sovereign over all! (Eph 1.19-23). 

 

Is There Any Evidence? 
 

Some under water investigation has taken place in recent 

years looking for evidence of the destroyed Egyptian army. 

One needs to bear in mind that the evidence has been 

underwater for nearly 3,500 years. I am told coral forms only 

on objects and plenty of coral encrusted objects are evident. 

However, because it is prohibited to remove the coral, one 

has to speculate about the items beneath the coral. Many 

pictures have been taken of underwater debris. Some images 

suggest chariot wheels, weapons, and skeletal remains of 

humans and animals. It is likely many of the objects have 

been swept by water currents off the underwater plateau 

into the deeper water on either side. In order to explore 

depths deeper than those safe for human divers, deep water 

submersible vehicles are required which of course are 

tremendously expensive to access. In the second of the 

DVDs, Patterns of Evidence, a diver claims to have seen a 

chariot wheel not covered with coral, but unfortunately 

couldn’t mark the location or stay to get photos due to lack of 

oxygen. The book, The Exodus Case by Dr. Lennart Möller, 

contains many underwater pictures. Among them is the one 

on the right; the clear outline of a gilded chariot wheel 

slightly buried under silt. However, for the skeptics, the 

evidence is unconvincing. There is other evidence that 

validates this as the site of the Red Sea crossing, some of 

which I will draw attention to in the next message. 

 

Gilded Chariot Wheel 
on the Seabed. The 
Exodus Case, Page 211 
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Conclusion 
 

The most important point to glean from this event is the nature of our God. He is 

sovereign and the forces of evil will not ultimately succeed against Him. Just as 

surely as He redeemed His children from enslavement in Egypt, He will redeem all 

who place their faith and trust in Jesus Christ as their Savior. There may be times 

when it may appear the kingdom of darkness has the upper hand, just like it 

appeared pharaoh had control over the Hebrews, but in the end, God had the upper 

hand. There are days when we stumble and grow discouraged, days when we fail and 

our faith wavers, but just as surely as God came alongside His children then, He 

seeks to do that for us as well. May this God-Moment in the life of Israel resonate 

with your heart and remind you Whom we serve and His ability to care for us. Can 

you imagine the discussion among the Hebrews that evening as they sat around their 

campfires? Can you imagine children recounting their experience of walking between 

those walls of water and telling others about their God? Those moments from that 

day in history were particularly etched on the hearts of the children that day. 

 

If you go to Nuweiba today, you will find there a 4.7 m high 

column. While one cannot be sure, there is reason to believe 

it was erected by King Solomon to mark the spot of the Red 

Sea crossing. That possibility is reinforced when you learn 

an identical column was located on the opposite shore in 

Saudi-Arabia.  “The column on the Saudi-Arabian side was 

taken down as soon as it was identified by the Saudi-

Arabian authorities and is now only marked by a metal flag 

and plate at the place where the column was erected.”1 

 

When you grow discouraged and feel overwhelmed with the 

endless stream of bad news, remember the day God 

redeemed His people from bondage. He is sufficient to care 

for you! He hasn’t changed! 

 

 

Perhaps the song below will bless your heart. 

 

God Will Make A Way Where There Seems To Be No Way sung by Don Moen 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YBwMQwr8AI&ab_channel=forJesusalone 

 

 
1 Dr. Lennart Möller, The Exodus Case, LionScorp Media Productions, Inc. 2002, P. 206 

Column at Nuweiba, The 
Exodus Case, Page 211 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YBwMQwr8AI&ab_channel=forJesusalone

