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Joshua 1.10 – 18; 3.1 -2  

The Book of Joshua unfolds for us the presence and provision of God as His people 

took possession of the Promised Land. It begins with the arrival of the nation of 

Israel on the Plains of Moab from which they would launch their conquest. After 

spending 40 years in the wilderness God directed His people to claim the promise He 

had first declared to Abraham hundreds of years earlier.  

 

As they stood on the threshold of this new land, Moses died, and Joshua was 

appointed leader by God. It is reasonable to believe that Joshua embarked on this 

new role with a measure of trepidation. Most of us have experienced our own 

hesitation with taking on a new responsibility, let alone one as massive as the one 

that stood before Joshua; hence we can appreciate that he needed support and 

affirmation. God provided assurance for Joshua with the memorable words, “Just as I 

was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. Be strong 

and courageous” (Joshua 1:5b–6a ESV). God reassured Joshua He would be with him – 

He would be alongside of him every step of the way. Because God would be with him, 

Joshua could be strong and courageous. And not only did Joshua have reason to be 

strong and courageous, but additionally God pointed out to him, “Do not be 

frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you 

go.” (Joshua 1:9b ESV). These are truths that all followers of Jesus Christ need to be 

reminded of as they face obstacles and are hesitant to press forward. 

 

Joshua not only faced the kind of challenges common to those following in the 

footsteps of a great leader, but he was immediately confronted with an enormous 

obstacle between him and the Promised Land. 

God’s Intentional Obstacle  

There is a very important piece of information that we must not overlook as we 

examine the dynamics of God leading His people. Nearly 40 years earlier God had led 

Israel to Kadesh-Barnea in the south of Canaan from where they launched an 

expedition to spy out the land and from where it was God’s intention for them to 

claim the Promised Land. Even though it appears Israel remained in the vicinity of 

the Kadesh-Barnea for most of the 40 years, that wasn’t the location from which they 

would launch their conquest on this second occasion. Instead, God directed them, to 

follow a northward route along the east side of the Dead Sea. (See map below). When 

they arrived at the Plains of Moab near the northern tip of the Dead Sea they 

encountered an obstacle reminiscent of the one they faced days after God redeemed 

them from Egypt. On that occasion God directed His children to change direction 

when they reached Etham near modern day Eilat. From Etham they very likely 

headed south to Nuweiba where they would have been hemmed in by the Red Sea on 

one side and pharaoh and his army on the other, while the mountains blocked both 

flanks. On this occasion, while it was much less formidable than the Red Sea, the 
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River Jordan was nevertheless a very real obstacle between them and the land God 

promised to them. 

The point is that sometimes God intentionally places obstacles between His children 

and the promises He extends to them. That was the case both with the Red Sea 

encounter and in this instance when God purposefully directed them along this route 

knowing full well the obstacle that was ahead. On other occasions, God may simply 

permit others to place obstacles in the path of His followers. The million-dollar 

question is, “Why?” The answer is very relevant because there is no reason to 

conclude God doesn’t continue to intentionally place obstacles between His children 

and the promises and provisions He extends to them, or allow others to do so, in a 

similar manner today.  

  

 
 

Likely 

location of 

Mt Sinai 

Route of the Exodus, Map 34, Moody Atlas of the Bible 
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Opportunities Disguised As Obstacles 

 

Following the death of Moses and his appointment by God, Joshua assumed 

leadership and gave the people instructions for their entry into the Promised Land.  

 

Joshua 1:10–11 (ESV) 10 And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 

11 “Pass through the midst of the camp and command the people, ‘Prepare your 

provisions, for within three days you are to pass over this Jordan to go in to take 

possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess.’ ” 

 

In preparation for their river crossing the people moved their camp from the Plains of 

Moab closer to the River Jordan where, over the course of several days, they became 

much more familiar with the obstacle in their path. God didn’t want them miles back, 

but close to the river where they would digest the challenge they faced. 

 

Joshua 3:1–2 (ESV) 3 Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from 

Shittim. And they came to the Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged 

there before they passed over. 2 At the end of three days the officers went through 

the camp 

 

The River Jordan stood as a seemingly impenetrable barrier. The Canaanites on the 

other side in Jericho hoped their god baal would use the river to stop the Israelites 

from advancing any further. From a logical perspective it seemed that would be the 

case. How could a group of about 2 million people together with flocks and herds get 

across? There is another tib-bit of pertinent information in the Bible’s account. Not 

only did God knowingly lead them to face this obstacle, but He chose the most 

challenging time of time of year – the river was flooding (Jos 3.15a). During most of 

the year the River Jordan near the Dead Sea was only about 100 feet wide, but that 

wasn’t the case in flood season. The Jordan is a meandering river like many rivers we 

are familiar with, for example, the Red River and Assiniboine River. Meandering 

rivers typically stay within their banks as they gradually wind along, but during high 

flow volumes during spring runoff the rivers often spill over their banks unto their 

lower flood plain. Lower flood plains tend to be relatively flat and as a result when 

the river spills over its banks the river becomes very wide. In the spring when the 

snow was melting on Mt. Hermon, some 200 km further north, the Jordan spilled 

over its banks onto its relatively flat floodplain where its width would have increased 

to more than a kilometer across. 

 

When God fashioned the earth following the flood of Noah’s day, He reached down 

with His finger and etched the path of the River Jordan with this moment in history 

in mind. Now He moved His people up close beside the river so they would appreciate 

the magnitude of the challenge they faced and their hearts would be prepared so they 

wouldn’t miss the opportunity this obstacle represented. However, this event wasn’t 

only for their benefit, but for all of us as well, so we won’t miss opportunities 

disguised as obstacles. 
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Why did God intentionally have His people face this obstacle? 

 

1. To See God More Clearly 

 

It is one thing to be told God is alongside and that He won’t leave nor forsake His 

children. It is quite another to experience that. Some 45 years ago most of my 

acquaintances, and those who watched from the sidelines, would have thought that I 

was one of the least likely people to get saved. However, as unlikely as it seemed, in 

the fall of 1975 God reached down from heaven and dramatically saved Beverley and 

me. To say it was a transformational event is an understatement. At the time we 

were living in Sherwood Park, AB, and I worked as an engineer on the east side of 

Edmonton. Just weeks after the Lord saved me, I was on my way to work on the very 

busy Sherwood Park Freeway when all of a sudden my car lost power. It was as 

though someone had turned off the key. Fortunately, I was on the outside lane of 

traffic and so I steered toward the shoulder. But as I did, I also decided to put my 

newly found faith into practice, and I prayed one of the shortest and intense prayers 

in my life. It was certainly selfish, but also passionate as I told the Lord I didn’t want 

to be stuck on the side of the road and asked Him to turn the power back on. Just as I 

completed my appeal to God and my dead car was rolling to a stop on the shoulder, it 

was as though Someone had reached down and turned the key back on. Away I went 

to work and returned home without incident that evening. That day the roots of my 

newly found faith penetrated deeply into the Foundation upon which I stood. Many 

would write off that experience to coincidence, but I wasn’t one of them for I knew it 

was God’s hand that reached down that day. What appeared for a moment to be an 

obstacle was actually a carefully disguised opportunity for me to see God more clearly 

and build my faith in Him as He intersected my life in a very tangible way. 

 

Be on the lookout each day for places where God wants to reveal Himself more fully 

to you and the watching world. It is one thing to know God intellectually, but it is 

quite another to know God experientially – to feel His Presence and see His hand as 

the truths of Scripture unfold before your very eyes. 

 

That is a key part of the transformation of the minds of God’s children that is to be 

happening during our earthly sojourn. The pattern followed by Christians in how 

they think and view life must change from the pattern followed by the unsaved and 

those with little or no interest in the things of God. Our minds must be renewed by 

God’s Word lest we miss out on the majesty of God and His promises and provisions 

for His children. 

 

Romans 12:2 (ESV) Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what 

is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 

When obstacles stand in our way, God wants us to look at them very differently than 

the unsaved, those who remain held in the world’s grip. While the unsaved are 

earthbound and look at obstacles from a very limited and usually fairly self-focused 

perspective, God wants our perspective to encompass His vantage point and with 
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eternity in mind. He wants us to realize our earthly journey is brief and only a 

preamble to an eternity spent face-to-face with the God who made the heavens and 

the earth. We need renewed minds and vision to see His involvement around us. 

Redeeming Israel from the grip and grasp of Egypt was to display His glory, so there 

would be no doubt He is the Lord. Opening a path for His children through the Red 

Sea followed by the collapse of those walls of water on the Egyptians revealed the 

glory and might of God.  “Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against the 

Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his 

servant Moses.” (Exodus 14:31 ESV). Those events and endless others were designed 

for people to see God; to get their attention; to be freed from an earthbound 

perspective and turn people’s eyes heavenward. 

 

Surely God’s desire, first for His children, but for the whole world, is to look upward 

throughout this COVID experience. This obstacle is an opportunity for all of God’s 

followers to get to know Him better, to spend more time in His Word and be nurtured 

and nourished by it as His Sprit illuminates it for them and applies it to them. 

Rather than yielding to the mindset of the world where so many are overcome with 

fear and anxiety, we as God’s people should surely not be frightened nor dismayed. 

For those who don’t know the Lord, some who have turned their backs on Him and  

dismissed Him as unnecessary, COVID-19 is an opportunity for people to repent and 

turn to God realizing their desperate need for Him and His intervention.  

 

Like many of you I use a clock radio to tell me it is time to get up in the morning. I 

have it set to a Winnipeg station so I spend several minutes listening to the latest 

news and weather for the day. After I brush my teeth and comb my hair, I return to 

listen to the radio for another 5 minutes or so as I get dressed. Once in awhile I 

change the station to Moody Radio in Chicago. One of those times was this week on 

Wednesday morning. At that precise moment the talk show hosts happened to be 

interviewing a man who had just written a book about individuals persecuted for 

their faith. He shared his interview of a Chinese woman who had been released a few 

weeks earlier after 6 months of imprisonment for her faith. I share this tiny moment 

from my life to highlight how God often directs our path, sometimes in seemingly 

very insignificant and unimportant things, for a specific purpose. In this case, it was 

for me to learn of a Chinese woman persecuted for her faith so I could benefit from 

her experience, share it with you and illustrate the need for us as God’s children to 

not miss opportunities that are sometimes disguised as obstacles. It turns out the 

man interviewed was Todd Nettleton, host of Voice of the Martyrs Radio and his book 

is When Faith is Forbidden. The Chinese woman had hosted a house Church meeting 

in her home. It was raided, she was arrested, and imprisoned for 6 months. Several 

weeks after her release Todd Nettleton interviewed her through an interpreter and 

asked her about her imprisonment and the conditions she faced. He expected her to 

tell him about how miserable it was, how poorly she had been treated, and the awful 

conditions she faced. However, as the interpreter posed the question to her, a smile 

appeared on her face, and her reply through the translator was, “I had a wonderful 

time!” Todd thought surely the translator either misunderstood his question or her 

answer, but the translator assured him she understood both the question and 

answer. The Chinese woman went on to say, “Everyday in prison Jesus was close to 
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me; He was right there in the cell with me. The ladies in the cell with me didn’t know 

Jesus and I was the one to introduce them to Jesus Christ and now they are following 

Him. Christ’s presence was with me. What more could I ask for?” Her reply tells us a 

lot of about perspective and the need to view things from a God-oriented perspective. 

Imagine, that imprisonment could be an opportunity disguised as an obstacle! 

 

There is one more interesting aspect to me happening upon this unexpected 

interview on Wednesday morning. Beverley and I pray with great regularity for 

followers of Jesus in countries hostile to Christianity. We pray for their protection 

and for those who are imprisoned, that God might especially be near them, protect 

them, and give them opportunity to share the Gospel with fellow prisoners. These are 

prayers without any realistic expectation of feedback about them being answered 

until eternity – until Wednesday morning, when I got feedback from one of the 

women we have been praying for.  

 

Obstacles are opportunities to see God more clearly; don’t miss out on them because 

you only see them as obstacles. Not only are they opportunities to get to see God 

more clearly, but also: 

 

2. To See Ourselves More Clearly 

 

Obstacles not only serve to expand our view of God but of ourselves as well. Obstacles 

often expose our own inabilities and shortcomings, flawed perceptions, distorted 

perspectives, misplaced priorities, impoverished expectations and solutions, and so 

on. 

 

Certainty as the children of Israel spent several days watching the floodwaters rush 

by, they became more vividly aware they needed help to cross that rushing river. 

Perhaps as they waited they wondered for a moment if Moses had misunderstood 

God’s leading in directing them there, but as they reflected on it they were reminded 

that God had unmistakably led them to this place – they were not outside the will of 

God. The obstacle they faced wasn’t the result of sin or rebellion. Therefore, they 

knew with certainty God would provide a way, just as He promised. That shaped 

their response and expectations. 

 

1 Peter 1 provides helpful insight into believers facing obstacles. 

 

1 Peter 1:6–9 (ESV) 6 In this [salvation] you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 

necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness 

of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may 

be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you 

believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 

9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

The believers Peter wrote to were facing trials that served to demonstrate the 

genuineness of their faith. That is one purpose of trials; to sort the wheat from the 
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chaff. One can learn far more about one’s faith, convictions, and genuine beliefs in a 

few minutes of adversity than from years of smooth sailing. Adversity exposes a 

person’s true character and deeply held values.  

Obstacles also reveal growth areas and provide maturing and development. That was 

one of the reasons God did not lead the children of Israel by the way of the Sea when 

they left Egypt (Exodus 13:17–18). Israel first needed to gain confidence and 

experience before facing the Philistines. When people use the oft repeated phrase, 

“This isn’t my first rodeo.” They are pointing out they have gained experience in a 

particular area through past experiences and are no longer rookies who are still 

trying to find their way around. That is true for followers of Jesus as well. Through 

our experiences, we grow and mature. We discover who God is and how He wants us 

to live. It isn’t instantly clear-cut what is God-honoring and what isn’t. It is as we 

read God’s Word “and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.” (Ephesians 5:10 

ESV) and seek to apply it in our lives that we grow in our relationship with the Lord. 

It is a lifelong journey to understand and implement the will of the Lord.  

We often also learn about ourselves through the challenges we face. It is not 

uncommon to discover that we are too self-confident and consequently easy prey for 

satan and his ambassadors. “Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take 

heed lest he fall.” (1 Corinthians 10:12 ESV). It takes time and experience to discover 

places where we are vulnerable and steps we need to implement to stand steadfast in 

the midst of adversity. Let us never forget satan and his demonic realm are 

committed to divert us from walking with the Lord and seek to render us ineffective 

and irrelevant. Obstacles also reveal we are much more below God’s standard of 

righteousness and much more in need of His enabling strength than we had realized 

in our journey to becoming more Christ-like. That is the process of sanctification. An 

indispensable component to growth is obstacles – they constitute opportunities for 

growth, though sometimes carefully disguised as obstacles. 

Conclusion 

Israel spent several days on the banks of the River Jordan where they could absorb 

the magnitude of the obstacle between them and the land God promised. During 

those days they could reflect on the majesty of God and how He would provide for 

them. Before them was an opportunity which was disguised as an obstacle. In just a 

matter of days it would become clear it was an opportunity to see the hand of God go 

before as He displayed His glory and built their faith. 

Remember, sometimes God places obstacles between us and His promises to us; 

obstacles not intended to keep His promises from us but intended for us to gain a 

greater appreciation of who He is, recognize our need, deepen our faith in Him and 

our commitment to Him. Make it your prayer and desire to not miss opportunities 

disguised as obstacles. Our victory is dependent on Him! 

 

May the Lord minster to you and enrich you today as the Keith & Kristyn Getty team 

sing, The Lord Is My Salvation,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzZaeKr3PD4&ab_channel=GettyMusicVEVO 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzZaeKr3PD4&ab_channel=GettyMusicVEVO

