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Joshua 10.1 – 43  

A quality that is sought after and admired in people is integrity. We especially desire to see it 

lived out by our leaders and are disappointed by its absence. Integrity is a quality admired by 

God; He commended Job and highlighted his integrity (Job 1.8; 2.1). In our study of the Book of 

Joshua we give attention today to an incident that provides a good deal of insight into the quality 

of integrity. 

Setting 
Joshua and the people of Israel began their conquest of the Promised Land. That began with the 

destruction of Jericho followed by Ai. The people of Gibeon, a city located just a short distance 

southwest of Ai, could picture their impending fate. To avert that, the Gibeonites came up with a 

scheme to deceive Joshua and his leaders into believing they were from a far away country, 

rather than a neighbor only 25 miles from Joshua’s camp at Gilgal. The Gibeonites’ plan 

succeeded and they were able to trick Joshua into making a treaty with them even though Joshua 

was permitted by God to only make treaties with nations from distant lands, while nations within 

the land designated to Israel were to be destroyed. The people in Israel grumbled against Joshua 

for not being more diligent and falling for this ruse. The response of Joshua and the leaders was, 

“We have sworn to them by the Lord, the God of Israel, and now we may not touch them. This 

we will do to them: let them live, lest wrath be upon us, because of the oath that we swore to 

them.” (Joshua 9:19b–20, ESV). The deception of Joshua and his leaders was more aggravating 

because they could have easily avoided being deceived and entering into this covenant if only 

they had enquired of God; but they didn’t. 

It was not long until Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, and therefore a neighbor of the Gibeonites, 

heard about the Gibeonites’ treaty with Joshua.  

Joshua 10:1–2 (ESV) 1As soon as Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard how Joshua had 

captured Ai and had devoted it to destruction, doing to Ai and its king as he had done to 

Jericho and its king, and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were 

among them, 2he feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities, 

and because it was greater than Ai, and all its men were warriors.  

In response to the news, and afraid of the added threat the alliance of the Gibeonites with Israel 

presented, Adoni-zedek called upon five neighboring Amorite kings to join forces with him and 

attack Gibeon. 

Joshua 10:1–2 (ESV) 1As soon as Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard how Joshua had 

captured Ai and had devoted it to destruction, doing to Ai and its king as he had done to 

Jericho and its king, and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were 
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among them, 2he feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities, 

and because it was greater than Ai, and all its men were warriors.  

The Gibeonites learned of Adoni-zedek’s intentions and realizing they would be defeated, called 

upon Joshua with whom they had just made a treaty, to help them. “And the men of Gibeon sent 

to Joshua at the camp in Gilgal, saying, ‘Do not relax your hand from your servants. Come up to 

us quickly and save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the hill country 

are gathered against us.’” (Joshua 10:6, ESV). 

Talk about an unexpected turn of events for Joshua. He had been tricked into making a treaty 

with people God had told him to destroy, and now he was being asked by those very same 

people to defend them against their enemies, who were also Joshua’s enemies. Talk about being 

between a rock and a hard place! However, it didn’t take long for Joshua to decide what to do, 

“So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of 

valor.” (Joshua 10:7. ESV). 

It would have been so easy for Joshua to have justified inaction and just let this all play out. He 

could have rationalized it with the argument that since he had been tricked into making a treaty 

with the Gibeonites, a treaty that he wasn’t supposed to make in the first place, that this was 

God’s way of rectifying the situation. Had Joshua enquired of the Lord, the Gibeonites’ deception 

would have been uncovered and Joshua would have destroyed them, so the Amorites would only 

be doing what Joshua was supposed to do. Or Joshua could have acknowledged the Gibeonites’ 

appeal and could have easily delayed his response a day or two and let the Gibeonites be 

slaughtered before he arrived at the battle. Joshua could then deal with the Amorite kings and all 

his enemies would be dealt with, including the Gibeonites. Such a plan would have been easier 

for him and his army and would almost certainly have received the approval of the people who 

grumbled about them making the treaty in the first place. But that isn’t what Joshua did! 

Knowing that time was of the essence, Joshua didn’t delay at all! He didn’t even wait until 

morning but set out on that treacherous and demanding journey to Gibeon during the night (9). 

Further, when we are told that Joshua and his army “went up from Gilgal” (7), it really was uphill, 

approximately, a change in elevation of more than 2,500’ or more than three-quarters of a km. 

The question that begs to be answered is, “Why? Why didn’t they just let the Gibeonites be 

destroyed?” The answer is very simply, Integrity! They had given their word! “We have sworn to 

them by the Lord, the God of Israel.” (9:19). 

Integrity 

Integrity is a quality we all have a pretty good grasp of what it is by observing people of integrity. 

The Cambridge Dictionary defines it as, “the quality of being honest and having strong moral 

principles that you refuse to change.”1 Susan Heathfield, an HR and management consultant 

says, “Integrity is the quality of having strong ethical principles that are followed at all times. 

 
1 https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/integrity 



 

 
Christ-centred, Spirit-empowered, Mission-focused 

3 

Honesty and trust are central to integrity, as is consistency.”2 Words that help us understand 

what integrity is, are: upright, blameless, honest, purity, wholesome, innocent, incorruptible, 

uncompromising. Perhaps, Jesus’ words sum it up with, “Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or 

‘No’”. (Matthew 5:37a, ESV), or as stated in James, “But above all, my brothers, do not swear, 

either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your ‘yes’ be yes and your ‘no’ be no, 

so that you may not fall under condemnation. (James 5:12, ESV). 

Integrity is commended by God. Consider the following Proverbs: 

Proverbs 10:9 (ESV) Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but he who makes his ways 

crooked will be found out.  

Proverbs 11:3 (ESV) The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness of the 

treacherous destroys them.  

Proverbs 20:7 (ESV) The righteous who walks in his integrity— blessed are his children after 

him!  

Proverbs 28:6 (ESV) Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity than a rich man who is 

crooked in his ways.  

People of Integrity Need a Sound Foundation 

One characteristic that is often mentioned when talking about people of integrity is that they 

passionately and uncompromisingly always hold to their convictions. Their views and standards 

remain  the same no matter who is watching, or even if no one is. However, some who are 

described as having great integrity hold to convictions which differ a great deal from ours; for 

some, their ideology may not even include God. Hence, it is important to identify the 

foundational values a person upholds, to know what constitutes their moral compass.  

The foundational quality of integrity in the Bible is the centrality of God and an unwavering 

commitment to Him and His Word. Biblical figures who are commended for their integrity sought 

to please the Lord and were passionate in living that out. Such was the case in the Lord’s 

implicate commendation of Job to satan, “And the LORD said to Satan, ‘Have you considered my 

servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears 

God and turns away from evil? He still holds fast his integrity, although you incited me against 

him to destroy him without reason.’” (Job 2:3, ESV). When integrity is affirmed it is always in the 

context of faithfulness to God. 

Certainly, the key point that governed the response of Joshua and his army was their relationship 

with the Lord. They had sworn their oath of a treaty to the Gibeonites “by the Lord, the God of 

Israel.” (9.19). They implicitly, or explicitly invoked the name of God in their dealings with others, 

hence it would be no small thing to dismiss what they had said they would do. To be a person of 

integrity from a Christian perspective requires shaping one’s morality and standards of 

 
2 https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-is-integrity-really-1917676#what-is-integrity 
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righteousness by what the Bible says. It is the grid by which righteous behaviour is assessed. The 

Bible must be the foundation upon which truth is established and arbitrated, rather than the 

everchanging court of public opinion or the latest trend. Central to Christian integrity is the 

unwavering conviction that the Bible is God’s Word to us and is therefore the final word on what 

we believe and do.  ”All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped 

for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16–17, ESV). 

The foundation from which a person derives their convictions is absolutely crucial as it 

determines a person’s values and beliefs which then direct his or her choices.  

People of Integrity Must Live It Out 

This is where the proverbial rubber hits the road. Most of us have heard individuals passionately 

and convincingly articulate the highest standards of conduct, but as time passed it became 

apparent that it was only words. Words designed to solicit support or motivate the choices of 

others, but unfortunately not words that determined the choices of the speaker of them. Sadly, 

there are too many examples of people who didn’t personally believe or follow the very things 

they told others to. Such was the case in the past year when several politicians and public figures 

passionately appealed to people to stay home and not travel on a vacation getaway, only to 

ignore their own advice and go on a warm weather vacation. Most people viewed their action as 

inconsistent and hypocritical. 

It is often easy to discern what an appropriate Biblical choice consists of in a discussion in a 

classroom or at a meeting; however, it is quite a different thing to hold to that choice publicly 

among people who disagree with you or who may inflict reprisals on you. It takes a great deal of 

integrity to hold to a position that others object to and even more so if the others include family 

and friends. Most people want others to affirm them and accept them; it requires a great deal of 

fortitude and perseverance to hold to a position when others not only disagree but may do so in 

a vicious and vindictive manner. All one needs to do these days is observe the manner in which 

people vent and act towards public figures they disagree with. Consider the abuse the prophet 

Jeremiah faced when he declared the impending fate of Israel if they did not repent and turn 

back to God. James, in his letter points out the integral and inseparable connection between 

what a person says, and living it out, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

yourselves.” (James 1:22, ESV). Integrity is easy when surrounded by people who agree with you, 

but integrity is particularly revealed in the crucible of opposition. Integrity requires a person to 

follow-through with what they say. What a person really believes is exposed by their actions. 

Being a person of integrity often comes at a considerable price. That will more likely be the case  

in the future for Christians who hold to the Bible’s standard of morality and righteousness in a 

world that is increasingly hostile to the Bible’s standards and vilifies those holding to them. Such 

was the case with a medical student, Rafael Zaki, a Coptic Christian who was expelled from the 

University of Manitoba School of Medicine in August 2019 because he expressed his personal 
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views about abortion on Facebook.3 This all happened in a university which is allegedly the 

bastion of free speech and diverse opinions. It is but one example of the intolerance exhibited by 

the very people who demand the freedom to voice their views no matter who disagrees with 

them or is hurt by them, but who also take great offense by someone who dares to voice a 

dissenting view.  It takes people of integrity to uncompromisingly hold to the truth in the face of 

opposition. 

Being a person of integrity was costly for Joshua and the people of God. Having been deceived 

and having done so because of their own failure to enquire of God, they first needed to admit to, 

or confess their sin; that took integrity. Their failure also meant that they could not do what God 

had commanded them to do, namely destroy the Gibeonites. Not only would they need to live 

alongside the Gibeonites, but such would be the case for successive generations. And in the 

unfolding events described in Joshua 10, holding to the oath they had sworn to the Gibeonites, 

meant defending them against their enemies. Imagine telling the nation of Israel that they would 

put their men in harm’s way to defend the very people who had successfully deceived them 

because they failed to ask God. This is certainly a Biblical example of an adage of mine, “God’s 

will begins where you are, not where you could have been, or should have been, or would have 

been, but right where you are.” Perhaps I could add, “No matter how you got there.” 

Some may be inclined to think that Joshua and his men went  a bit overboard in their defense of 

the Gibeonites, but Scripture makes it clear that God affirmed their decision, “And the Lord said 

to Joshua, ‘Do not fear them, for I have given them into your hands. Not a man of them shall 

stand before you.’” (10:8). 

Integrity is one of those qualities that is easier to observe and recognize than it is to define. 

When we are asked to define integrity, we often first see the faces of people who lived it out, 

and then we begin to list the components of integrity they exemplified. The reason people of 

integrity get to be considered people of integrity is because they are, but would be the last to 

make that claim. It is something that becomes apparent over years as a person consistently 

follows through with what he or she says, that they are trustworthy and honest, that the 

convictions they hold to are legitimately held and regularly followed, not just when it is 

convenient or easy, but especially so when it is difficult and painful, and sometimes very costly, 

and often misunderstood. 

It doesn’t take much experience or reflection to conclude, 

People of Integrity Need Help 

Joshua and his men unreservedly upheld their treaty with the Gibeonites; they immediately 

responded to their appeal for help. And as is the case with Christian people of integrity, the Lord 

comes alongside them. Consider, “Whoever walks in integrity will be delivered, but he who is 

crooked in his ways will suddenly fall.” (Proverbs 28:18, ESV). Or “Whoever walks in integrity 

 
3 https://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/Communications/Canada-Watch/The-EFC-seeks-intervener-status-in-
medical-student 



 

 
Christ-centred, Spirit-empowered, Mission-focused 

6 

walks securely, but he who makes his ways crooked will be found out.” (Proverbs 10:9, ESV). The 

Lord certainly ensured victory for Joshua and his men as described in Joshua 10.6 – 11. While 

Joshua and his men used the advantage of surprise and were active in the defeat of the 

Amorites, God also miraculously intervened. That intervention included an event that fuels the 

skeptics while frustrating those who want to explain how it happened; the day the sun stood still  

(12 – 14). For those who wrestle with the dynamics of stopping the earth rotating or others who 

consider light refracting in some manner, the only answer given is that the sun stood still and the 

moon stopped (13). Obviously, it was a miracle and consequently the laws of physics and science 

fail to explain it. In a miracle, God suspends or supersedes the laws of physics just as He did when 

He created the heavens and the earth from nothing or when He reached down from heaven and 

created a path for the Hebrew people on dry ground between walls of water at the Red Sea or 

miraculously fed His people in the wilderness with manna for 40 years. God did it! How do we 

know for sure? Because God says so and He knows. 

In many instances it is not that difficult to walk with God with integrity, but on other occasions it 

is impossible to do so apart from the enabling strength and vision of God. In a great many cases 

in means holding to a position which is not popular nor affirmed by the masses. It may result in 

the disapproval of family members or friends, and sometimes with considerable cost. It may 

mean doing things you don’t want to do, and which require a great deal of courage and God’s 

enabling strength to do so. Holding steadfastly to the Word of God and God-honoring choices in 

an unchristian world is not for the fainthearted – that’s why God comes alongside His children 

with His strength and power. 

Being People of Integrity  

Most of us don’t have our integrity examined on the public stage or face the intense scrutiny of 

the press.  But all of us live out our lives before our families, the community of saints and the 

watching world where our integrity is always in play.  It happens when a parent makes a 

commitment to his or her pre-school child and follows through with it even when it is 

inconvenient or requires sacrifice. Integrity is the ingredient that not only causes people to follow 

through with commitments they made, but to do so when they could get away without doing so 

like reporting income when doing their income tax which the CRA would never know about.  

Integrity is a key ingredient in a healthy marriage, beginning with following through with the oath 

a man and woman made to each other before God and representatives of society when they 

said, “I do!” Over the years I have watched couples weather crisis, financial reversals, health 

issues, unfaithfulness, and so on. They are the things no one gave any attention to when they 

said, “I do!” But integrity in upholding those two words is the foundation upon which a couple 

successfully navigates through the storms of life. I have watched countless couples at the bedside 

of a mate stricken with a disease steadily stealing life from their bodies, or alongside a spouse 

whose mind has slipped away. Perhaps there is no place where integrity is more important than 

in one’s marriage. I have also come alongside couples whose relationship was in disrepair 

because one, or both, wasn’t truthful with the other, e.g., they weren’t where they said they 
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were, or they didn’t do what they said they did, or they did what they said they didn’t. I 

recognize that sometimes couples face insurmountable issues that result in their marriage being 

dissolved, but far more often it happens because of a lack of integrity to those two words, “I do.”   

We need to be people of integrity in all areas of our lives demonstrating that we are people of 

our word, that we do what is right, simply because it is right. Doing so not just when people are 

watching, but when they aren’t, but God is and knowing that ultimately, we are accountable to 

Him. I encourage all of us to be men and women, young people, and children of integrity. To let 

our “yes” be “yes” and our “no” be “no.” 

Our example of impeccable integrity is God Himself who does what He says He will, even when it 

costs everything. The pinnacle of the cost of integrity is evident in Jesus’ desperate cry to His 

Father just hours before His crucifixion, ”And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, 

saying, ‘My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as 

you will.’” (Matthew 26:39, ESV). Jesus left the glories of heaven to come to earth to clothe 

Himself with humanity for the very purpose of paying the price for our sins so we wouldn’t need 

to. Because of His integrity to the promise He first uttered to Adam and Eve following their sin 

against Him, all of us who trust in the sufficiency of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for our sins will 

spend eternity together with Him where He will be our God and we will be His people in the 

ultimate sense. 

 

May the following song minister to you: 

Ancient Words with lyrics - Michael W. Smith 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NcSAdzLXKVE&ab_channel=damevelezdamevelez 
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