
 

 
Christ-centred, Spirit-empowered, Mission-focused 

1 

Hope in the Midst of Adversity  

Pastor Cliff Bergman - Pinawa Alliance Church 
Website: PinawaAlliance.com   Email: office@PinawaAlliance.com 

June 20, 2021 

1 Peter 1.3 – 12  
A little more than 2 years ago, after about 2 years of waiting, Beverley had shoulder replacement 
surgery. She did so because the doctors told her the only way to get relief from the constant pain 
and increase her very limited arm motion was to replace the entire shoulder joint which is rather 
involved due to the complexity of the joint and the muscle structure. She went forward with the 
surgery because the doctors gave her hope that her condition would be improved. A year and 
one-half earlier she had one of her hip joints replaced and it went extremely well – recovery was 
measured in weeks, but her shoulder surgery recovery was going to be measured in months. She 
was told it would be at least 6 months before she would be glad she even had the surgery; that 
turned out to be optimistic – it took a year. At 6 months she was discouraged with the lack of 
progress and wondered whether she had made the right decision, but today she is so pleased 
with the outcome that she is now in the queue for her second shoulder replacement surgery. She 
has hope it too can be improved. If one decided on having shoulder replacement surgery based 
only on the evidence a week after surgery, or a month, or even 6 months, they likely wouldn’t 
have surgery; an accurate assessment must encompass a long enough timeframe and a broad 
enough perspective. One must include the input of doctors and physiotherapists who have seen 
the process unfold multiple times. Hope looks beyond the pain still present at a couple of weeks 
and the very limited motion at three months to a rehabilitated shoulder joint after a year or 
more. 

I use that illustration of hope when considering surgery to emphasize the need to accurately 
assess any situation we encounter, especially when it consists of hardship, such that we do not 
lose hope during adversity. God desires that we lead victorious lives, ones that honor Him. To 
that end, He offers hope to people in every situation. 

It is because of that hope that individuals embrace Christianity even when they know for certain 
they will face opposition and persecution. That was certainly the case for numerous people who 
turned to Christ in the first century; some were mercilessly killed. But it didn’t only happen in the 
early Church but continues to happen today in countries like Iran, China, and North Korea, as well 
as many other countries. Years of imprisonment are common. People ae willing to lose jobs and 
give up opportunities and possessions for no other reason than their faith in Jesus Christ for their 
salvation. They willingly forfeit worldly success because of the hope that is theirs in Christ!  

Most of us will not face intense persecution for our faith, though it is likely we will face some 
ostracization for holding to Christian truth and in the years ahead there may be a growing cost to 
being a follower of Jesus Christ who holds to a Christian worldview. We will also face 
circumstances that can be unsettling; ones that can easily erode hope. Further, we see so many 
people who live without hope. People intentionally harming themselves, some resorting to 
suicide, multitudes addicted to drugs and alcohol, acts of rage and violence. All of those actions 
and more, bear testimony to people living without hope. We have been entrusted with the 
message of hope found in the Scriptures so that we might be ambassadors of hope to those 
around us. The Bible’s message of hope is not just for us, but a message to share with others so 
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they might learn how they might experience hope. Victoriously weathering the storms of life 
necessitates beginning at the right place, encompassing the right time frame, and having the 
right perspective.  

Where to Start When Looking for Hope 

Peter knew there is only one place to begin when looking for hope – it is God! He already 
introduced us to the trinity in verse 2, and in verse 3 he raises a doxology of praise to God, 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!” (1 Peter 1:3, ESV). God universally 
provides the unmistakable evidence of His existence through His creation. All one needs to do is 
spend a bit of time reflecting on the basics of life and observing the immeasurable intricacies of 
creation to know with certainty that it did not spring into being on its own. It not only required 
an intelligent Creator, but one who is infinitely more brilliant and imaginative and capable than 
any human. However, while through almost all of history people recognized the existence of 
God, it is only through the Bible where we are given information about how we might know God 
and have a personal relationship with Him, which is essential for hope. 

A relationship with God begins with Him. Peter states it this way, “According to His great mercy” 
(1.3b). Apart from God’s mercy everyone would be doomed to a godless eternity, forever 
separated from the God who created and sustains the universe. While grace gives us what we do 
not deserve, mercy keeps us from getting what we do deserve. It is because of God’s mercy that 
He provided a way so people can escape that godless eternity. It is because of God’s mercy that 
He intervened and provides the most marvellous and life changing event that can happen to 
anyone – “He has caused us to be born again.” (1.3c). He did not have to do so, but He chose to 
do so because of His mercy. Jesus told Nicodemus, a Pharisee, one of the religious elites in his 
day,  “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
(John 3:3, ESV). Different terms are used to describe the life-changing event Jesus was talking 
about. The theological term is regeneration – or being made alive spiritually. We often say 
someone has become a Christian, or accepted the Lord, or placed their faith in Jesus Christ for 
their salvation, or abbreviate it with, they were saved. That is what Peter referred to when he 
said, caused us to be born again, to be made alive spiritually. If you have accepted the fact that 
you are a sinner and concluded you will never succeed in saving yourself from your sins, have 
accepted Jesus’ invitation to turn to Him for forgiveness, and are trusting in Him for your 
salvation, then you have been born again, you have been saved. If you have not embraced Jesus 
as your Savior, then, to possess the hope described in this portion of Scripture, that’s where you 
need to begin. 

When a person has been saved it will become evident they are spiritually alive as they seek to 
understand and please the Lord. One place where it is evident a person has been born again is 
they have hope. 

Salvation Produces Hope 

Notice what Peter tells us, “According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3, ESV). Possessing 
hope stands in sharp contrast to those who do not know the Lord. Paul reminded the Ephesians 
of their condition before they were saved; “remember that you were at that time separated from 
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12, ESV). They were without God and 
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consequently they had no hope. Darkness closes in on those without hope – they become filled 
with despair and have absolutely no prospect for a better future. They need to turn to God! 

By contrast, those who have been saved are recipients of hope which transcends every situation 
– there is nothing that can happen to a Christian that excludes hope. Therefore, to possess hope 
in all situations it is essential to view them from a perspective that includes God. Before being 
saved, the people Paul wrote to in Ephesus were without God, meaning they did not have a 
personal relationship with God. Consequently, they were also without hope. However, 
sometimes even believers feel hope draining from them. When Christians discover hope has been 
displaced by discouragement, despair, and depression, they need to check their perspective for it 
will become evident they have pushed God to the margins of their life.  

Notice too that we are recipients not just of hope, but living hope. We possess a hope which is 
alive and dynamic and active in our lives. It is far more than an intentional resolve to press 
forward despite the pain, rather living hope reaches down to the depth of our being as the Holy 
Spirit strengthens us with the same power that raised Jesus from the dead. This hope is very 
different from the hope the world talks about; it is far more than wishful thinking, e.g. I hope I 
win the lottery, or I hope I will find a better job, or I hope I will not get the coronavirus. Our hope 
is centred on God, knowing that He will direct our steps and will not allow anything to touch us 
that has not first passed through His hand (cf. 1 Cor 10.13). Note what Paul says about hope: 

Romans 5:1–5 (ESV) 1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into 
this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3Not only that, but 
we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been 
given to us.  

Hope is only as good as the One who provides it. Notice in 1 Peter 1.3 that the hope that is ours 
as Christians is underpinned by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. That is where it is 
rooted; it is the foundation supporting our hope – that infinite display of God’s authority over life 
and death when He bodily raised His Son Jesus Christ from the grave. Hence when your hope 
wanes, remember it is authenticated by the resurrection. This hope transcends this world – that 
is why it is important to not just have a perspective that includes God, but a scope that looks 
beyond life on earth. That is a point that becomes more apparent in the following truth.  

Salvation Provides an Inheritance 

Possessing hope in every situation not only must include God, but it also needs to encompass the 
future. Our timeframe cannot be limited to a few months, or even years, but must look beyond 
our sojourn on earth to eternity.  We must not be short-sighted when we view our trials. 
Remember for a moment, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God had promised to give Abraham land 
and make him a great nation. The timeframe God had in mind was much longer than any of the 
patriarchs envisioned. Nevertheless, they believed God and persevered. They looked well into 
the future. “For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and 
builder is God” (Hebrews 11:10, ESV). Their timeframe for the hope they possessed spanned 
eternity. 
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Victory in the present necessitates a vision that sees tomorrow; that is what Peter gives attention 
to. We have been born again, not just to a living hope, but “to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:4, ESV). We generally 
are very earthbound, measuring things like success, achievement, victory, and defeat from the 
short-sighted perspective of an earthbound existence. That may be appropriate if life was limited 
to the number of years we spend on earth, but in the economy of time, our years on earth will 
turn out to be but a moment of time when placed in the context of eternity. Those who know the 
Lord have been given an inheritance, and like most inheritances, someone must die to get it. In 
the case of our inheritance, Christ had to die to secure it and we must die to receive it. In the 
meantime, as you look forward to your inheritance, consider its characteristics: 

1. It is Imperishable – it cannot be corrupted; it is not subject to decay; it will last forever. 
When we drive in cities or the countryside, we see shuttered businesses like the Hudson 
Bay store in downtown Winnipeg which was once a thriving business and filled with hope 
– it was the place to shop, but it is no more. Or consider farmyards that once had a stately 
hip roof barn surrounded by other well-kept buildings, but today the barn has collapsed, 
as have the other buildings. Farm machinery that was once the hope for the future is 
rusting away as trees grow up though it. However, the inheritance promised every child 
of God is not like that; it is not subject to decay – it is immortal. 
 

2. It is Undefiled – it is unstained; it is free from any form of contamination. The most 
noticeable absence of contamination in our inheritance is sin. We live with sin all around 
us in our sin-stained world filled with people who all have a fallen nature – we cannot 
escape it, but heaven is not like that. Consider the description of heaven found in 
Revelation 21:4 (ESV), “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.” There will no longer be a reason to mourn over loss – there 
will be no more death, no more loss of things we count dear. Nor will there be 
disappointments to cope with or pain inflicted on us; the stain of sin and all its derivatives 
will be gone – forever! The old earth and its sin will be no more. Remaining will be the 
unstained and undefiled inheritance awaiting everyone who believes the Gospel and 
trusts in Jesus for their salvation.  
 

3. It is Unfading – Beverley has a spectacular lily plant along our sidewalk. Just the other day 
we were marvelling at the numerous buds that are getting ready to spring forth into 
beautiful flowers. For years now it has produced memorable, camera quality flowers. But 
all of you who are familiar with lilies, know the display is relatively short lived. They will 
quickly fade away and we will be left to savor the pictures and memories until next year.  
Our inheritance is not like that – it will never fade! It will never lose any of its qualities 
with the passing of time.  
 

4. It is kept in heaven for you – it is waiting for those who have been born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. That puts earthly troubles 
and hardships into perspective. As Charles Swindoll says, “it makes the potholes and 
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breakdowns of life worth bearing.”1 We do not need to worry about our inheritance 
vanishing while we complete our earthly journey – it is secure. When we attend a 
banquet, we may say to a friend whom we know will arrive before us, “Save a place for 
me.” God is saving a place in heaven for everyone whose name is written in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life (Rev 21.27). These are the truths that saturate the minds of those who forfeit 
their lives when martyred for their faith. 

Further, not only is this inheritance being kept for each of us, but in the meantime, we are 
guarded by God’s power, “who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:5, ESV).  We are being watched over, protected, 
and shielded by God. All the while, the faith of God’s children is like an invisible thread linking 
them to Him as He oversees them and His power protects them.  There is nothing that happens 
in any of our lives that escapes God’s notice. Some of the things that happen we do not 
understand why; sometimes we are left with inadequate answers. But we nevertheless must 
view them from a framework that encompasses eternity. It is then that even the most horrific 
hardships pale in comparison to the inheritance awaiting those whose faith in God remains 
unbreakable.  God will protect His children until the end – when their salvation will culminate 
with their arrival in heaven. There are three aspects to salvation: the past when we placed our 
trust in Jesus Christ for our salvation and we were saved and delivered from the penalty of sin, 
the present as we are progressively sanctified and delivered from the power of sin, and the 
future when we will be glorified and delivered from the presence of sin. Entering our eternal 
home where we will live face to face with God is the culmination of our salvation. 

When one places their life in the context of eternity, it is understandable that, 

Salvation Prompts Rejoicing 

1 Peter 1:6–7 (ESV) 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have 
been grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious 
than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory 
and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  

Thoughts of residing in heaven is surely a cause for rejoicing and enables us to get through trials 
that we encounter in the meantime. Remember who Peter’s initial recipients of his letter were 
and what they faced. The intensity of persecution was growing, not just from the Jews who 
rejected Jesus as their Messiah, but throughout the Roman empire as Nero set his sights on 
Christians primarily because they refused to worship him. Many faced very intense trials; some 
would undoubtedly lose their lives over their personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Peter knew 
a great deal about trials through personal experience. 

There are several points to draw attention to concerning the trials people face: 

1. We will face trials – trials differ from temptations. Trials are outward, something imposed 
upon a person, whereas temptations come from within when we are tempted to do 
something evil, something in conflict with God.2 No one will escape trials in life. There will 
be things that happen, generally things over which we have no control, that are 

 
1 Charles R. Swindoll, Swindoll’s Living Insights New Testament Commentary, Volume 13, (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale 
House Publishers, 2014), 158. 
2 Paul A. Cedar, The Communicator’s Commentary, Volume 11, ed. Lloyd J. Ogilvie (Waco, TX: Word Books, 1984), 
117. 
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hardships. We do, however, have control over our response to them – that is what Peter’s 
letter addresses. 
 

2. We will encounter various trials – trials will not be the same for everyone but differ 
widely. In the instance of Peter’s first readers their trials generally related to persecution 
which could have included loss of jobs or businesses because people refused to employ 
them or buy from them because of their Christian stance. Possessions which were taken 
from some. Many faced the loss of friendships and the support of family members who 
no longer wanted to associate with them. Some of those same types of trials are faced by 
believers today in many parts of the world. However, while our trials may pale in 
comparison, they nevertheless are very real to those who face them. They may be health 
issues, financial reversals, dealing with an obnoxious or unfair employer, difficulties with 
neighbors, job loss, and so on.  
 

3. We will be grieved by trials – understandably we will be grieved by trials; they are not 
pleasant, but hurtful and painful, they are the result of living in a fallen world. While we 
need to accept trials as a part of life that does not mean they are pleasant and enjoyable 
– they are anything but. We do however recognize they have a benefit as we see in the 
next point. 

 
4. Our faith will be tested by trials. The goal of satan and his ambassadors of evil is that the 

trials they perpetrate will defeat followers of Christ and divert them from honoring the 
Lord. God’s desire is just the opposite – those trials will expose genuine faith which is able 
to withstand the test. In the process of dealing with trials people will often discover some 
weak spots in their faith, places where they need to shore up their beliefs with God’s 
truth which is essential to achieving victory. They may recognize that they have gown 
distant from the Lord or have ignored His provisions. Thus, trials serve to reinforce their 
faith and mature their relationship with the Lord. 
 

5. Our faith will be commended. Woven into the explanation of trials is an expansion on the 
value of faith. It is more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire (1.7). 
Gold has been used as the standard of wealth throughout all of time. Despite being 
purified through refining by fire and being sought after and valued, it will perish when the 
heavens and earth are burned up (2 Pet 3.7,10-12). Treasure your faith above all else for 
it will not be destroyed and exceeds the value of gold. It is that steadfast faith which has 
proven to be genuine through victory over trials.  
 
Additionally, our victory over trials and testing will not go unnoticed, but “may be found 
to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1.7b). This is 
something which lies down the road at the culmination of time when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. Then He will commend His saints for their faithfulness in times of trial; their 
faith will elicit praise from the Lord. It is so important to hold to a vantage point that 
encompasses tomorrow when facing trials. In the Book of Romans Paul points out that 
when God renders judgement on humankind, He will give “glory and honor and peace for 
everyone who does good,” (Romans 2.10, ESV) and when pointing out who a true Jew is¸ 
he states, “His praise is not from man but from God” (2:29b). One day God is going to 
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commend his saints for their faithfulness in trials and testing; one more reason to not lose 
hope and stand steadfast. 

In this passage of Scripture which highlights the hope and inheritance of a Christian, Peter injects 
an observation about the faith of the readers of his letter, including you and me.  

1 Peter 1:8–9 (ESV) Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now 
see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

While Peter and a crowd of more than 500 witnessed Jesus following His bodily resurrection from 
the grave (1 Cor 15.6), none of us have had that experience. Our faith is in an unseen Savior. We 
have the testimony of Scripture and experiential evidence of the presence of Jesus Christ in our 
relationship with Him, but He remains unseen for now. Yet we are among those who trust Him 
and continue to love Him and experience His inexpressible joy as we see the outworking of our 
faith in Him. Walking by faith in an unseen Savior will culminate with salvation. 

There is one last point about this faith we cling to which Peter raises. 

Salvation Produces Longing 

Hope is a direct result of salvation; we have been born again to a living hope. Peter linked the 
hope a person experiences when they encounter various trials in the present with the future and 
the inheritance that awaits all blood-bought ones, now he connects that hope with the past. The 
Old Testament prophets looked forward to the outworking of salvation. They prophesized about 
the coming of Christ, His crucifixion, and the salvation that He purchased at the cross. One such 
example is Isaiah and his prophecies found in Isaiah 53. However, while Isaiah and others got to 
record what lay hundreds of years ahead, they did not get to experience its unfolding. Their role 
was to announce the salvation that was being proclaimed. Just like the Jews of Joshua’s day were 
the privileged generation to enter the land promised hundreds of years earlier to Abraham, Peter 
and his contemporaries were the first generation of the Church of Jesus Christ; they were the 
generation the Spirt of Christ was pointing to. 

The value of salvation is apparent by the fact that those who were part of the distant past 
searched and inquired carefully to understand it. However, there is another point not to miss. 
That which was happening in Peter’s day had been prophesized hundreds of years earlier. It is 
very clear that God had a plan and in the fullness of time He followed through with that plan. 
Thus, both God, and what He has said in His Word are reliable and trustworthy – God does what 
He says He will do. Our inheritance in heaven is secure. Unlike doctors who project a likely 
outcome for a given surgery where the patient’s hope is dependent on that projection, God 
knows the outcome for His saints with certainty. Considering that, we have one more reason for 
hope! God will fulfill the promises He has made to all those who have believed the Gospel and 
placed their faith in Jesus Christ for their salvation. The trials they face, even if that were to 
include martyrdom for their faith as has been the fate of thousands of Christians throughout the 
ages, their hope is not in vain – their presence and possessions in heaven will infinitely surpass 
anything they forfeited on earth because of their love for the Lord.  

The corollary is of course also true, that just as God fulfills His promise to those who have 
believed the Gospel of salvation, He will also follow through with impending judgement on those 
who reject the salvation He offers to all.   
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Note too, so magnificent are the promises of salvation that even the angels in heaven long to 
understand. 

Conclusion 

Why would a Christian either in the first century or in our present century willingly forfeit all the 
world has to offer and lay down their life rather than forsake the Lord Jesus Christ? Very simply – 
they know they are not forfeiting anything of eternal value, but by faith, which is more valuable 
than gold, they are leaving the land of the dying and entering the land of the living. They are 
consumed with the living hope which is theirs because they were born again.  

Probably no one reading this message will be called upon to give their life for the cause of Christ, 
but all of us will face various trials. How we respond to those trials is predicated by our 
understanding of hope. God is the source of genuine hope, and our perspective must include 
heaven, and our scope must encompass eternity.  

The following passage from Colossians summarizes the path to victory: 

Colossians 3:1–3 (ESV) 1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ 
in God.  

It has been said by some that there are those who are too heavenly minded to be of any earthly 
good, but the bigger issue is that there are too few who are heavenly minded enough to be of 
any earthly good. The world needs more heavenly minded people, people who have been “born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power are 
being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:3–5, 
ESV). The hope of such people will transcend the trials of this life, despite how painful and 
grievous they may be, and be welcomed into heaven where they will be commended for their 
incomparable faith. Pray that God will open your eyes to increasingly look at life from the 
vantage point of heaven and the scope of eternity – and shape your hope accordingly. 

As you listen to the following song, may your hope be renewed. 

He Will Hold Me Fast (Live) Selah 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=unLKmJJPExk&ab_channel=TheSelahVideosTheSelahVideos
OfficialArtistChannel 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=unLKmJJPExk&ab_channel=TheSelahVideosTheSelahVideosOfficialArtistChannel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=unLKmJJPExk&ab_channel=TheSelahVideosTheSelahVideosOfficialArtistChannel

