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1 Peter 2.4 - 12 
Over the course of the past several weeks a number of Church buildings have been deliberately 
set on fire. Last Sunday evening, a sister Church of ours, The Calgary Vietnamese Alliance Church 
(The House of Prayer Alliance Church) was one of them. The unknown arsonist(s) may have acted 
in response to the revelations of the unmarked graves at the Residential Schools. It may be 
intended as retaliation against the mistreatment of the indigenous people of Canada. 
Responding in this manner is always misguided and wrong, but particularly so in this instance. 
The congregation of the Calgary Vietnamese Church is comprised of refugees who came to 
Canada because of persecution elsewhere. Not only did they have nothing whatsoever to do with 
the abuse in the residential schools, they can identify with many of the grievances of our 
indigenous population; in their case they had to flee their homeland. This act of intolerance 
victimizes them in a country where they should have been safe. 

Perhaps our Vietnamese brethren can relate to the initial recipients of Peter’s letter. Just like 
those first century believers, they too have identified with Jesus Christ and seek to worship and 
serve Him, and because of their commitment to do so, they have faced retaliation. This week 
they have been picking up the pieces of their lives and working through how to respond in a 
Christian manner after being victimized by this destructive act of vandalism. 

All of us face disappointment when things unfold very differently from what we had hoped for 
and expected. That becomes more pronounced when, despite having made a concerted effort at 
honoring the Lord, things begin to get much worse than they had been. How should we respond 
when faced with trials and struggles? In the previous section, Peter had just reminded his readers 
to “love one another earnestly from a pure heart” (1 Peter 1.22) and then he added, “So put away 
all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.” (2:1, ESV). He directed them not 
to resort to sinful attitudes and evil behavior, especially towards those responsible for their trials. 
Anyone who has faced persecution knows how hard it is not to bear malice against someone 
responsible for your trials or to not have some sense of envy when you see things going smoothly 
for someone else who has no interest in the things of God while you deal with disappointment 
and hardship despite your efforts to honor the Lord. Such was the view expressed by the Psalmist 
in “For I was envious of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.” (Psalm 73:3, ESV).  

One quickly realizes the only way to succeed when going through difficulty is with the help of the 
Lord, for Him to come alongside and provide grace and enabling strength. That was the response 
Peter envisioned when he began verse 4 with, “As you come to Him.” 

We Must Press Forward 
Whenever we encounter trials or disappointment, whether big or relatively small, we stand on 
the precipice of decision. It is like standing at a “Y” in the road with the option of turning to the 
left or the right. Will we turn to the Lord for help or reject His offer and go it alone? The words, 
“As you come to Him,” presuppose the follower of Jesus Christ will turn to Him despite the pain 
or disappointment. That he or she will realize they are better off with the Lord’s help and His 
enabling strength than without it. The phrase, as you come to Him, implies moving towards, 
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approaching another, or coming near. Having decided to continue to rely on the Lord rather than 
go it alone, Peter envisions his readers continuously drawing near to Him. It becomes a pattern in 
their lives and ought to be in ours as well.  

Whom we need to draw near to isn’t left unanswered; it is to “a living stone rejected by men but 
in the sight of God chosen and precious” (2:4). The living stone whom we must turn to is none 
other than Jesus Christ. A stone suggests something solid, secure, and permanent – something 
providing stability, which is exactly what people are looking for when shaken by the 
unsettledness of our society and the issues they encounter. So many people are looking for 
meaning, identity, and security; here is the answer. But not merely is a rock of stability in view 
here, but a living stone who provides life and vitality. 

Perhaps a note of clarification is merited. The reference in verse 4, “As you come to Him,” is not 
lost sinners initially turning to Jesus for forgiveness of their sins and salvation from them. Peter is 
addressing people who have already been born again. He is encouraging them to continue to 
foster an abiding relationship with the Lord, to continue to draw near to Him. Similar counsel, 
when people are faced with the choice between the world’s response and God’s, is given in 
James 4:7–8a (ESV) “7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.” However, if anyone reading this has not 
repented of his or her sins and sought forgiveness from Jesus Christ and placed their faith and 
trust in Him for their salvation, then do not delay, embrace Jesus as your Saviour today. For more 
information on what that means, go to: https://pinawaalliance.com/resources/how-to-have-a-
personal-relationship-with-god/ 

Jesus Christ is the Living Stone and is described further in verses 6 to 8 using quotes from Isaiah 
28.16; 8.14 and Psalm 118.22, as a cornerstone chosen and precious. To the believers in Ephesus, 
Paul pointed out that we “are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone” (Eph 2:19–20, ESV). The cornerstone was 
the first and most important stone to be laid when constructing a building in ancient times. The 
cornerstone established the alignment and elevation of all the walls of the building. Our modern-
day equivalents are benchmarks and geodetic datums which determine layouts. The foundation 
of the apostles which includes the Word of God, proceeds from Jesus Christ, the Cornerstone; it  
is that foundation upon which we are built up.  

The men who rejected the Cornerstone (2.4), probably refers to the overall rejection by the Jews. 
However, He was not rejected by God. Quite the opposite; God chose Him and views Him as 
precious and beyond value. We can always confidently turn to Jesus Christ, but especially so 
when engulfed by the quagmire of life. Even if those around us reject Jesus, if God chose Him and 
He is precious to God, He should surely be precious to us. Who better to turn to when things are 
unravelling and it is tough to press on? 

Notice the result of drawing near to the Lord, “you yourselves . . . are being built up as a spiritual 
house” (1 Peter 1.5a). We are strengthened or made more able. The fact that the verb, built up, is 
in the passive voice, indicates that it is God who does the strengthening or building up. That does 
not mean we have no part. In response to our obedience to come to Him, God makes us more 
able to stand steadfast and victorious as He builds us up. Many people forfeit God’s enabling 
strength because they simply ignore Him or have been deceived into thinking they don’t need 
Him or that He won’t help them. 

https://pinawaalliance.com/resources/how-to-have-a-personal-relationship-with-god/
https://pinawaalliance.com/resources/how-to-have-a-personal-relationship-with-god/
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Drawing our life from Jesus, we are living stones who are part of His body, the Church. The 
Church is not static and inactive, rather it is an interdependent body that is alive and active in 
local settings across the globe. The Church is comprised of people from diverse backgrounds who 
are gifted uniquely by Christ for ministry among fellow believers and to the watching world. As 
we conduct our lives as living stones we are on display to the watching world which is not always 
hospitable and has very different values and priorities than we do. We display the power and 
glory of God at work in us as we seek to honor the Lord and provide light to a world 
characterized by darkness.  

When faced with challenges to our faith we need to press forward while holding tightly to the 
outstretched hand of God so He might build us up. At the same time, it is beneficial to keep in 
mind who we are and where we have been. 

We Must Look Back 
There are times when it is beneficial to look back and remember where we came from and what 
happened in the past. I have found it helpful, particularly when I was a new believer trying to find 
my way, to periodically review what had happened in my life. Peter does that for his readers 
when he reminds them: “Once you were not a people, . . . once you had not received mercy” 
(2:10). We didn’t always have an abiding relationship with the Lord; in fact at one time we were 
distant from God. A great gulf of sin stood between us and God and we had no way to bridge 
that gulf. All our good works or commendable deeds were inadequate; if we had all the wealth in 
the world, it would still be insufficient to purchase our salvation. Only Jesus Christ and His 
sacrifice on the cross was sufficient. We had once been far off. We were in utter darkness (2.9). 

We were “separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to 
the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12, ESV). 

But while once we were not a people, having been saved, we “are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God” (Ephesians 2:19, 

ESV). Let us never forget once we stood outside of the family of God, we were not living stones in 
His spiritual house. Bur all that changed when He reached done and saved us when we believed 
the truth of Scripture. 

We are reminded in 1 Peter 2.10 once we were not recipients of mercy. The route to a 
relationship with God in the Old Testament era necessitated becoming a Jew. But since Jesus 
came, God has extended mercy to us so we might come directly to God through His Son Jesus 
Christ. It is through Him we have received mercy. If it were not for God’s mercy and grace, we 
would have forever remained without hope and without God (Eph 2.12). When we heard the 
Gospel of salvation and decided to be obedient to it, God graciously made us alive in Christ. 
Some days people are overwhelmed with disappointment. It is then especially important to 
remember those who believe the truth of Scripture will never be disappointed, no matter how 
much hardship or disappointment they might endure on earth, even if they were to die for their 
faith as was the case with many in the first century.  “For it stands in Scripture: ‘Behold, I am 
laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not 
be put to shame’” (1 Peter 2:6, ESV).  

Consider how privileged we are. We were called “out of darkness into His marvelous light” (2.9).  

We have been made alive in Christ and are secure in our relationship with Him. The word 
privilege is defined as having been “granted a peculiar benefit, advantage, or favor.”1 Oftentimes 

 
1 http://www.merriam-webster.com/ 
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people gain privilege by having been born into a particular family. Other times it is a result of a 
job or position they hold. We are people of privilege because of our relationship with God 
through His Son Jesus Christ – we haven’t earned it; we don’t deserve it. When He chose us, we 
became privileged people. Don’t ever minimize or overlook the significance of that.  

As part of that privilege, we are part of a holy priesthood. The term holy means set apart for a 
specific purpose. You and I have been set apart by God. We are special to Him. Even if no one 
else in the entire universe cared about us, God does. The size of the universe which God created 
and sustains is beyond comprehension, but God not only knows your name, but the number of 
hairs on your head and the thoughts in your mind before you even think them.  

Only a very exclusive group of men were eligible to be priests in the Old Testament, but with the 
institution of the Church, all followers of Jesus Christ are part of His holy priesthood. It is often 
referred to as the priesthood of all believers. That does not mean everyone will have the same 
role or function, but everyone is a priest. Two of the roles common to all believers are specified 
in this passage: 

1. Offer spiritual sacrifices – this is not a role restricted to a select group of individuals but 
inclusive of all believers. Among those sacrifices are the following: 
• Praise and worship of our God. “Through him then let us continually offer up a 

sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name” 
(Hebrews 13:15, ESV). Both privately as well as corporately we worship God because 
of who He is and praise Him for what He has done. 

• Doing good and sharing with others.  “Do not neglect to do good and to share what 
you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God” (Hebrews 13:16, ESV). Not 
surprisingly, spiritual sacrifices often involve others and our support for them. 

• Praying for others and expressing thanks for them, including those who have 
authority over us. “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all people” (1 Timothy 2:1, ESV). 
 

2. Proclaim His excellencies. As members of His holy and royal priesthood we are to be 
heralds of God, proclaiming who He is and what He has done. The Christian life does not 
have separate categories for secular and sacred, but both are woven together. I love to 
take my grandchildren to my garden and point out to them God’s unique design of the 
different plants. The clinging tendrils of pea plants which God imagined and created for 
them to reach out and hold onto one another and lattice panels to keep them upright. 
Something He did not do for bean plants. A garden is rich with opportunities to proclaim 
the excellencies of God. Birds are also launching pads to talk about God as you observe 
His creative genius. I marvel at the hummingbirds that come to our feeder flapping their 
wings as often as 80 times per second. By contrast, occasionally we see an eagle soaring 
high overhead rarely flapping its wings as it effortlessly glides along. We need to weave 
the excellencies of our God into our conversations, excellencies ranging from His 
handiwork in creation to His provision of redemption and the new heaven and new earth 
which awaits His children. 

It is because of God ‘s work of redemption in us when He saved us that makes all the difference 
today. That is why it is good to look back. It goes without saying that a central privilege of 
Christians is we have access to God through Jesus Christ. We do not need any intermediary other 
than Christ. We do not need some religious leader, not Mary the mother of Jesus, nor one of the 
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saints that is now in heaven, no one other than Jesus is our intermediator. It is in His Name and 
clothed with His righteousness that we have constant access to God. Many people seek for an 
opportunity to meet some notable person, a political leader, religious leader, athlete, movie star, 
musician, and so on. But not a one of them even remotely holds a position of relevance 
compared to God. Think of that when you spend time with God. We do not need to arrange an 
appointment. We do not need to wait months, or even years to get pencilled in for a handful of 
minutes, and then wonder if the appointment will be cancelled. He is always waiting to hear from 
us. 

Ephesians 2:18 (ESV) For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  

Ephesians 3:12 (ESV) in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our 
faith in him.  

Hebrews 4:16 (ESV) Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

When you feel a bit downcast and life is closing in on you, hold on to this verse, 1 Peter 2:9 (ESV), 
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light.”  

Think of it! If your faith and trust is in Jesus Christ for your salvation, you have been personally 
chosen by God, set apart by Him and for Him. You are a member of His royal and holy 
priesthood. You are a part of His spiritual house – His Church, not just universally, but a part of a 
local body of believers with whom you can join your voice in worship of Him and service for Him. 
You are a people of His own possession who are His inheritance cf. Eph 1.18. Those are all 
privileges God bestowed upon His people when He saved them. 

We Must Press Forward drawing near to God. We Must Look Back reminding ourselves that we 
were once without God and without hope, but now we are privileged people. There is a third 
thing we must do. 

We Must Behave Consistently 

Those who are trusting in Jesus Christ for their salvation are anything but ordinary people. 
Consequently, they must not stoop to living like ordinary people. We expect people with 
privileged positions to act accordingly. We grieved months ago when reports came to light about 
how our Governor General treated her staff and support personnel. We have an expectation that 
a person who holds such a regal role should act regally. Such is the expectation for those who are 
a people of God’s own possession, whom Peter identifies as, beloved. 

1 Peter 2:11–12 (ESV) 11Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12Keep your conduct among the 
Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.  

This is directed to believers, to followers of Jesus Christ. It is imperative that we do not think our 
privileged position entitles us to indulge in whatever we might choose. Some throw off all 
restraints and set integrity and accountability aside thinking that because of their position they 
are only accountable to themselves. However, every privilege granted has corresponding 
responsibility. The pinnacle of positions is to be a member of God’s family; hence it is 
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accompanied by the pinnacle of responsibility. Let us never forget who we are, “But you are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Peter 
2:9, ESV). 

To that end we must abstain from the passions of the flesh. Despite being saved we must still 
cope with our depraved nature and unredeemed bodies. The inclination to engage in sin is ever 
present but it is something which we can resist or else we would not be counseled to abstain 
from the passions of the flesh during our earthly sojourn. The breadth of sins of the flesh is found 
in Galatians 5.19-21.  

Galatians 5:19–21 (ESV) 19Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, divisions, 21envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I 
warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  

We should stand out by the absence of behaviour of that kind for it is totally inconsistent with 
our relationship with Jesus Christ and sullies His Name and His Church. Coupled with the 
admonition of what we are to abstain from is the injunction to conduct ourselves honorably. The 
specific focus in view is conduct among the Gentiles, or those who make no profession of faith in 
Jesus Christ. In the first century that encompassed the people who were persecuting the 
Christians Peter was writing to. It is especially important for believers to act with integrity and 
deal with others with dignity and respect even if they do not deserve it. As noted earlier in this 
letter, one day we will all be held responsible and give an account to the Lord for all our conduct. 
While the watching world may accuse Christians of evil conduct, may we never provide a basis to 
substantiate those accusations. Instead, may they someday realize they were wrong in their 
accusations and see our good works for what they were. The result of always behaving with 
integrity, dignity, and respect, may result in unbelievers exploring the Gospel and eventually 
placing their trust and faith in Jesus Christ for their salvation. 

Summing It Up 
We are privileged beyond belief. When we embraced Jesus as our Savior and God saved us, we 
became members of the family of God – a people for His own possession. Therefore, may we 
come to Him at all times, especially during times of trial, and He will continue the work He has 
begun in us (cf. Philippians 1.6). 

We Must Press Forward – holding tightly to His outstretched hand 

We Must Look Back – remembering who we are; we have been redeemed by the precious blood 
of Christ, like that of a Lamb without blemish or spot. As a result of that, we are privileged 
people! 

We Must Behave Consistently – conducting ourselves in  a manner that reflects who we are. 

 

May God minister to you as you listen to the song, He Knows My Name by Maranatha Singers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXsiWoyjw60&ab_channel=JulzAres 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXsiWoyjw60&ab_channel=JulzAres

