
Living in Love, in Christ and Through the Spirit 

1. INTRODUCTION 

During this past year and half of Covid, I really think God has been speaking to me and helping me make sense 
of this crazy world, the struggles that people face and what is the purpose and meaning of our lives?  

When Pastor Cliff said he was taking time off in August, I felt compelled to step forward and offer to cover for 
him.  The words “Living in the Victory, Not in the Struggle” popped into my head.  I ambitiously ventured and 
ended up with a 3-part message series on the topic.  

This is the third and last message.   

As a disclaimer, I am not a Pastor.  I am just person in the process of finding his way in being a follower and 
disciple of Jesus Christ and living as a redeemed child of God. 

2. SHEEP HAVE GONE ASTRAY 

God in His scripture uses the term sheep and shepherd as analogies of who we are, who Jesus is and the world 
around us.   I searched “sheep” in the English Standard Version bible and found that 178 verses containing the 
term sheep.  I searched “Shepherd” and found 111 verses using that term. 

The verse that most people are familiar with is Isaiah 53:6:  

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way  

Sheep are innocent, poor and powerless animals. They need to be led and kept safe and secure.  They are safe 
and secure when they are in the flock under the watchful care of a good Shepherd and following the direction 
of the Shepherd.  When they are led and cared for by a faithful Shepherd, they will grow to trust the Sheperd 
to protect them, care for them and provide for their needs, and will develop a close bond and relationship.  If 
a sheep goes astray, they will be vulnerable to becoming lost and being preyed upon by predators and killed or 
left hurt, injured, and alone to die.   A good shepherd will risk their life to protect and save their sheep, every 
last one of them. 

Isn’t that interesting God equates us to being poor and powerless creatures needing to be led and kept safe 
and secure.  Why is that? It is because that’s how God first created us – innocent, poor and powerless and 
having to rely on Him to lead and provide for us, in a mutual trusting and loving relationship.  

God also created us with an instinctive need to have identity, belonging and significance.  Isn’t that true?  Our 
strongest inner need for each and every one of us is to have identify, to belong and to feel import and 
significant.  God’s original intent was for us to have our identity, belonging and significance achieved in a 
trusting and loving relationship with Him. That is why God created us, to walk with Him and to have a 
relationship with Him.    

God also desires us to live in a trusting and loving relationship with each other.  One family living in harmony 
with God as our heavenly Father was the plan for our existence.  Bringing God good pleasure as a proud 
Father. 

But God also created us as free moral beings, giving us free will and the responsibility to make our own choices 
and own decisions.  He knew we were potentially weak with pride and susceptible to stray and to seek our 
own self identify, belonging and significance.  This had already happened with one of His created beings, a 
nearly perfect angel who rebelled against God seeking self identify and significance apart from God.  We know 
this rebellious angel by the name of Satan.    

When God created man, Satan, was already amidst His creation.  God did not want to have to place mankind 
into a sheep pen, confined within a fence and gate to keep us with Him and safe and secure.  He wanted us to 
be able to roam free on our own, and choose to stay close, to be led, protected and provided for by Him as our 
good Shepherd.    



God needed to know whether we would stay faithful and obedient to Him or whether we could easily be led 
astray.  He let Satan into our world to tempt the first man and women with forbidden fruit, the fruit from the 
tree of good and evil. He cleverly enticed Eve with the false promise and hope of self identity, self belonging 
and self significance.  Eve ate the fruit.  The man, Adam, simply chose to follow Eve’s lead and ate the fruit, 
disobeying God’s direct warning and command not to.  

So here they were – led astray by Satan, sinning against God and cursed with the knowledge of good and evil 
and a prideful sinful nature.  To save and protect us from eating of the tree of life and remaining in this state 
forever, God exiled us, separating us from Him and He put-up a gate and Cherubim guard put to keep us away 
from the tree of life. 

3. SEARCHING FOR IDENTITY, BELONGING AND SIGNIFICANCE 

So here we are – mankind.  Like sheep we have gone astray in our sin and turned away from God to our own 
way.  We do not know that we are wondering in the wilderness or that we are lost.   We do not know there is 
a predator, an enemy, amongst looking to mislead us, divide us and devour us.  All we know is that we feel 
separated and hunger for identify, belonging and significance. 

Lost sheep will wander until they have found someone, or something, to lead them in the hope of making 
them feel safe and secure.  We do the same except we search for identify, belonging and significance. 

We have created many institutions, occupations and lifestyles in this world in an attempt to find this.  Some 
people may flock to religion; their culture and ethnicity, or their family and friends.  Others may seek identify 
and significance in their job and career or in fame and financial success.  Still others may look upon civil duty in 
government and politics or caring for the environment for significance and purpose in their life.   Others may 
seek belonging in sex, drugs and rock n roll or based on their identify in their sexuality.  While others may seek 
identity and significance in good works and social justice.  And others may search for identity and significance 
in their beauty, fitness and health.     

There is nothing wrong with some of these, many have been established by the good hand of God to protect, 
care for and provide for us and the earth we live on.   But we live in a dark, fallen and broken world in which 
we are  

• Led by man – prideful and sinful and  

• Manipulated by Satan and his forces 

Instead of finding identify, belonging and significance in this world, inevitably division, disparity and misery will 
result.   

When I was preparing this message, I thought misery was too harsh a word to use.  I looked up the definition.  
It means a state or feeling of great distress or discomfort of the mind or body – unhappiness, distress, 
hardship, suffering, affliction, anguish, anxiety, torment, pain, sorrow, burden, trial, tribulation.  There was no 
other word that I could find the best described the  lost state of our world. 

If we had the time, we could take a look at each of these areas that people flock to and have it really hit home 
how broken and upside down the world really is and to see the division, disparity and misery that becomes 
people.   You’ll need to take my word for it.  

4. THE CAUSE AND THE REMEDY 

This is our reality – we live in a dark, fallen and broken world.  We can not escape the physical, mental or 
social dark valleys, storms, trials, tribulations, struggles and battles from living in this world.   Some people 
may be dealt a bad hand and experience great struggles, suffering and pain while some may experience little.  
But we all experience and are impacted by the brokenness of this world.  How we respond and how it affects 
us will vary.   



But … it does not have to result in division, disparity and misery if we recognize the underlying cause and 
source of our problem: 

1. Sin and  
2. Satan who has been given authority over the world.  

Once we have diagnosed the disease and the cause, we can then look at developing a cure and a remedy.    
And the Good News is that God has already given us the cure and the remedy – His name is Jesus.     

For God so loved the world he sent His only Son to live among us and to experience the division, disparity and 
misery that we experience living in this world. We are told in 2 Corinthians 5:21 

 For our sake, God made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 

During His life Jesus attracted people from many different areas of society who put their faith in Him and 
received forgiveness of their sins and righteousness in Christ before God.  This included His disciples and other 
followers.  

5. SAVED BY GRACE, JUSTIFIED BY FAITH, SANCTIFIED BY THE HOLY SPIT 

I am going to ask my assistant Mika to come up to the front to help with an illustration to help understand 
what righteousness in Christ means and how God set it up to work. 

We can think about this way.   We are saved, healed, cleansed and renewed by the divine love of God working 
through the trinity – The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.   

• The Father is the loving One, the endless fountain and source of divine love.  The Father is represented by 
this fountain filled with clean water. 

• The Son is the beloved One, the reservoir of love in whom God’s love was poured out of at Calvary.   Christ 
is represented by this water pitcher. 

• And the Spirit is the living love that united both the Father and the Son and then overflowed into this 
world to dwell among us, in us and through us.  The Holy Spirit represented by the clean-living water in the 
fountain and the pitcher. 

• This pitcher filled with black coffee represents sin and Satan which are both still alive and kicking in the 
world.  

We are represented by these glass coffee cups.  Filled with self, sin and varying shades of darkness 
representing the varying effects of sin in our lives. Some are very dark and some are lighter in colour – but 
none are clear, and none are pure.   

Romans 3 tell us: 

For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God  

But when we recognized our cursed human condition and that we are sinners, we can accept and receive 
God’s gift of grace and redemption by putting our trust and faith in Jesus.  As Roman 3 goes on to say, we 

and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.  

Our sins are covered by the righteousness of Jesus’s blood. 

In God’s eyes he only sees the righteousness of Jesus and we appear as a clear untarnished cup, blameless and 
innocent before His eyes.  That is all he sees.  We are forgiven of our sins and justified.  There is no record of 
the wrongs we have done.    

Our lives get a reboot, born again in Christ as sons and daughters of God.  

  



6. BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

When we look at the other side of the blood that covers our sins from God, we can see that affects of sin will 
most always still exist - the hurt, the pain, the sorrow, the bitterness; the hate, the pride, the self ambition.  
We need healing and cleansing of our hearts and renewal of our minds.  

Problem is that we can’t do this on our own.  We need to turn away from our old sinful ways and give 
ourselves back to God.  We need to show Him that we trust Him by asking and relying on Him to heal, cleanse 
and renew us by His Holy Spirit. 

We do this by denying self and emptying ourselves of self, asking the Holy Spirt to come to dwell and live in us 
and allowing God to use us for his good will and purpose for our life.   This process is referred to by some as 
baptism of the holy spirit – dead to self and alive in Christ through the Spirit. 

When the Holy Spirit comes to dwell and live in us, it will also unite us with the Son and the Father.  Christ in 
us, us in Christ and Christ in the Father.  The powers of Hell can not harm us.  

7. SANCTIFICATION 

It is through our faith in Christ and our trust in God, that we give control of our life back to God and allow Him 
to heal, cleanse and renew us so that we can do His will and work that He has planned for our life for his good 
pleasure.   

This is not an overnight process.  This may be a difficult process and may take some time to let go of the grip 
that sin has had in our lives and the healing of deep hurt, pain, sorrow and anger. 

We need to be like clay and allow God to be the potter.  What does the clay do?  Absolutely nothing – it simply 
surrenders itself to the skillful hands of the potter.  The potter does all the work to work out all the impurities 
in the clay and so that he can mould it into a beautiful vessel according to his will and to do of his good 
pleasure (Philippians 2:13).  The clay just needs to give the Potter absolute trust and not resist. 

Here is the problem.  We are stubborn, prideful and like our delusion of control. We resist God and want to 
keep some part of our former self.  We still want to rely on our own effort, our own will power and our own 
strength.   But we can not overcome by ourselves the affects that sin has had on us and we can not heal or 
renew ourselves by ourselves.  This can only be done by relying on God and through the power and strength of 
the Holy Spirit which resurrected Jesus from the dead. 

We also need to heed the warning Peter gave us in 1 Peter 5:8: 

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. 

When we accept Christ into our life, Satan doubles down on us with His attacks of lies, deceit and doubts to 
keep our us under his influence and control rather than for us giving control back to God and relying on Him 
lead us, guide us and take care of us. 

This is why when we are in our weakest, we tend to be our strongest because that is when we decide, 
sometimes out of desperation, to reach out, trust and rely on God.   That is find with God, He just want you to 
come back to Him.  He is loving, gracious, patient and kind, and will wait all long as needs for you to come back 
to Him.  

Why wait? Why resist?  Decide to give your life back to God and your total faith and trust in Him.  He will not 
disappoint you.   

  



8. ABIDE IN HIM AND HIS WORDS IN YOU 

Jesus tells us in John 15:7-8: 

 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you.  By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 

Then He commands us in John 15:12: 

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 

We are commanded to live in His love. 

The Spirit of God is love and the fruit of the Spirt is love.  The one great need of the world that our redemption 
in Christ is meant to accomplish, is to bring and restore love in this world and reconcile mankind to God, one 
person at a time.  Jesus came and showed us what love is.  Jesus set the example for us to follow.  He lived a 
life in fellowship with His disciples, in compassion for the poor and miserable, in love even to His enemies and 
died the death of love.   And when he ascended to heaven who did he send down?   The Holy Spirit, the Spirit 
of Love..  

It is only by our trust and faith in Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, that God’s divine love can flow 
through us, change us and allow us to become what God intends us to be. 

9. IN PRAYER TO THE FATHER 

Because Jesus’s blood has made us blameless and pure in the eyes of God, we have been given the gift of 
prayer and the ability to come to God in the name of Jesus to commune with Him. He wants us to engage Him 
and involve Him in our lives.  That means asking for and relying on His help to build our faith and trust in Him, 
to live our lives abiding in Christ and His Word, to live to fulfill God’s specific will and purpose in and through 
our life, and to live in love.  When we come to the Heavenly Father with the right heart and motives, then 
whatever we ask in prayer it will be done for us.  And we will experience the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, with our hearts and minds being guarded in Christ Jesus.   

10. THE BODY OF CHIRST 

We are to be united as one body, the Body of Christ.   Living in faith in Christ and connected by God’s divine 
love through the Holy Spirit that dwells in each of us and that unites us as God’s sons and daughters with Him, 
Jesus and each other.   

Unity gives strength.   When the body is divided, there cannot be strength.  It is only when God’s people stand 
as one body united in Christ, one before God in the fellowship of His divine love, living with deep affection for 
one another, living as one before the world in a divine love that the world can see, that the holy spirit can be 
released and overflow into the world and touch the lives of other people.   

11. LED BY THE GOOD SHEPERD 

This cannot be accomplished by us or for us.  It is not our Body.  It is Christ’s body and we are  now part of His 
Body being led by Him as our Good Shepherd to fulfill His calling for us.  

  



12. OUR CALLING FROM JESUS 

Jesus calls us to live our lives dedicated to achieving three directives. 

John 13:34: 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are 
to love one another. 

We are directed to love one another.    

Acts 1:8: 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  

We are directed to be a witness for Jesus.  To go out into the world set apart and led by Him.  Extending God’s 
grace and love to others. 

Matthew 28:19-20:  

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  

We are directed to make disciples. To help people come to know God, be saved in Christ, transformed and 
renewed by His Holy Spirit and to help teach them God’s Word, how to abide, and how to pray and commune 
with the Heavenly Father.    

13. LED BY THE GOOD SHEPERD 

Jesus is our good shepherd.  When we allow Jesus to lead us, He will care for us and provide for us so we will 
lack for nothing.  He will lead us to green pastures where we will find peace, comfort and time to lie down and 
rest.  We can drink of His life renewing water and thirst no more.  He will lead us down right, just and straight 
paths for our lives. 
Jesus’s path for our lives is to send us back into the world to be a witness for Him so that people can have an 
opportunity to see, learn and know who He is.  
These paths may take us through dark valleys and storms but we have nothing to fear as our Good Sheperd 
will be walking beside and we can put our trust and faith in Him to protect us and keep us safe until we make 
it through. 

14. THE CYCLE CONTINUES UNTIL THE RETURN OF JESUS 

This is the cycle.   God’s sons and daughters are sent out to live in the world as witnesses for Christ, extending 
God’s grace and love to others.   People brought back to God, saved by faith in Christ, their hearts 
transformed, minds renewed and empowered to love one another. The Body of Christ is built up.   
This cycle will continue until the day … that Jesus returns. 

15. NEW HEAVEN AND NEW EARTH 

There will be the destruction of all evil and all sin and the formation of a new heaven and a new earth, with 
creation and man fully restored in Christ. 

We will be led by Christ our Saviour, Lord, King, our Good Shepherd forever and ever. 

  



16. THE WAY OF LOVE 

But Christ has not returned yet.  We are still living in this dark, fallen and broken world.   

We need to keep our eye on Jesus, living in faith in Christ and through the power of the Holy Spirit and living a 
life overflowing with God’s grace and love. 

We are told in 1 Corinthians 13 that if we have not loved, then everything else that we have – religion, family, 
culture, job and career, fame and success, government, environment, good works, social justice and our 
health – is nothing.  We have gain nothing and we are nothing.  The Jesus came and died for nothing.     

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 tell us the way of love:  

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

17. OVER FLOWING WITH GOD’S GRACE AND LOVE 

This is our story; this is our reality; this is the meaning and purpose of our lives. 

To live in Christ and through the Holy Spirt, overflowing with God’s grace and love, loving one another, being 
Christ’s witness and making disciples. 

And when we do, we will be living in the victory, not in the struggle. 

18. CLOSING PRAYER  

Let’s pray, 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

Thank for your Word and telling us of our story.  It is a love story.   A love story about amazing grace. A love 
story about how You so loved us, that You gave Your one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish but have eternal life with Him, fully healed and restored in Christ – with no more darkness, no more 
tears, no more sickness, no more death, no more mourning, no more crying, no more pain.  Only joy and 
harmony, living in the light and love of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We ask for your Spirit to give all believers wisdom and revelation to know and live in the truth of who You are 
and who we are.  We ask that the eyes of our hearts be enlightened so that every one may know the hope in 
Christ that we have been called to live in.   

Strengthen our inner beings with the confidence that the riches of the glorious inheritance in heaven have 
been secured for us by Christ.  May we continually grow to know you better and to live our lives showering 
others with the same kindness and grace you have showered us.  May we live our lives united in Christ Jesus 
and for Your good purpose and for Your glory.   

Amen. 


