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Living in the Victory, Not In The Struggle – Part 1 

1. INTRODUCTION 

As a disclaimer, I am not a Pastor.  I am just person in the process of finding his way in being a follower and 
disciple of Jesus Christ and living as a redeemed child of God.  Two summers ago, I shared my story how God 
led me to finding Him in 2002 and the beginning my walk with Him in 2005 at the age of 40 years.  I did not 
grow up as a Christian but did grow up with questions and searching for answers about life.  I found the 
answers in this Book – The Holy Bible - that God gave us to reveal to us our story – where we came from, who 
we are, the meaning and the purpose of our lives, why we are the mess we are and living Hope we have in 
Jesus Christ. 

I think this past year and half of Covid has helped reveal the divisiveness and struggles in society and people’s 
lives which have always been with us and will continue to be with us.  A lost and broken world where people 
experience pain, hurt and suffering and where people live weary and heavily burdened lives. A world where 
people live with despair, hopelessness, deep sadness and sorrow, experience detachment from life and 
habour feelings of unworthiness and suicide or alternatively feelings of anger, hate and contempt. 

 We have seen, or have experienced, the vulnerable becoming sick and dying alone, people being isolated and 
cut off from their loved ones and friends, the ugliness, hate and hurt of systemic racism; shooting rampages; 
violence, division, anger, riots and killing over differences in political and social views;  sexual exploitation, 
police brutality, the institutionalized impoverishment of indigenous people, the dehumanizing of groups and 
peoples and division and protests over our rights and freedoms to choose how we want to live our lives.   The 
Church and the Christian community have not been immune.  There are divisions within the Church and 
between Christians based on institutionalized and personal differences, convictions, views and judgements on  
Christian and world views, politics, submission to government and the religious rights and freedoms to do 
what we judge is right and just. 

I think the pandemic has revealed that the world is need of a saviour, now, more than ever.  And God gave us 
one in Jesus Christ who He sent to live and die for us and for whom is resurrected and seated at God’s right 
hand to be our Refuge, our Strength and our Saviour.   

In Christ we can be saved and reborn as God’s sons and daughters, and freed: 

• To love 

• To be patient and kind 

• From being jealous and boastful 

• From having to have our own way 

• From being resentful, bitter or irritable 

• To rejoice in the right and despise in what is wrong 

• To bear all things, to believe all things, and to endure all things 

We can live a life as described by the Apostle Paul in Philippians 4 in which: 

• We are not anxious about anything; 

• We experience peace which transcends all understanding; 

• We think, focus and do things that are true, noble, right, pure, loving, admirable, excellent or 
praiseworthy; 

• We are content in any and every situation; 

• We live and do all things in Christ who gives us strength. 

I do not know about you, but this is how I want my life to be and I think most people would want.    Christ 
should be a magnet to a struggling and suffering world.   
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But do we truly experience and live in this manner?  Do we see this manifested in our lives and in the Church?   

Does the world see Christianity in this manner?   

Do we draw people towards us so that they can learn, know, see and experience God’s life changing grace and 
love in Jesus?    

Do we allow ourselves to receive, experience and live in Christ’s victory while still living in the struggles of this 
life? 

These are some of the questions we are going to explore over the next few weeks as I fill in for Pastor Cliff. 

Luckily for you, I do not have the answers.  But God does and he has given them to us in His Word, the bible.  I 
am hoping that I can do His Word justice.    

2. THE STRUGGLE 

I am educated as a physicist.  The discipline of physics attempts to help understand the physical forces in the 
universe, the world and matter so that we can understand and predict physical behaviour and why things do 
what they do.  Why does an apple fall from a tree to the ground (gravity theory)?  Why does the earth and the 
planets rotate around the sun (astronomy)?  Why is there lightning and electricity?  If we can understand the 
underlying governing the principles of physics, we can understand physical behaviour and find ways to apply 
them to better our lives.  

The bible gives us insight into the underlying principles for understanding the emotional behaviour and actions 
of humans and provides a bigger holiest view of how we fit into the world and the universe. Why do we exist, 
what is the purpose of life?    

When I was a young man, I was living in Victoria B.C. and going to university pursuing a physic degree.  Like 
most people, I had a lots of questions and thoughts regarding why do we exist, what is the purpose of life, why 
am I the way I am and feel the way I do.  On a few rare occasions I would express my thoughts in poems.  The 
following are two short poems I wrote when I was 23 years old: 

The Quail 

The life of its body warms my hand, but life is gone. 

Questions surround me that I do not understand 

I am afraid to ask 

And cannot answer  

Why? 

My Dad was a plasterer, and I worked with him during summers as a helper.  One day we were working at a 
house with a car port that was surrounding with glass windows.  Well, a quail flew into the window and died in 
my hands.   I do no think it was so much the death of the quail that bothered me, but more about why several 
years earlier my cousin had committed suicide.   And my mother had recently overdosed on aspirin (but 
survived).  Why?  
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Just Because 

 Why does there need to be reasons  

 To help family, a friend, or a stranger 

 To care or to love 

 Reasons only bring on guilt, resentment, and confusion 

 Why can’t it be 

 Just because. 

I am not sure what I was thinking about at the time. Probably reflecting my experiences growing up in my 
family and relationship and dynamics between my mother and father, between myself and my sister and my 
sister and my parents and myself and my parents.  And my father’s relationship with his step grandfather.   

Why do I share this with you?  Just to give you a glimpse of what one 23-year-old person was pondering.  I am 
sure that most people think about similar things and have a lot more questions.    

Questions like:   

• Why can’t we just live in peace, love and harmony treating each other with compassionate, kind and 
caring hearts?   

• Why can’t we just be filled with feelings of happiness and joy rather than filled with resentment, 
bitterness, anger, hate or malice or on the other extreme, sadness, shame and guilt, self loathing, 
depression?   

• Why is humanity and people driven to seek power and control, to conquer and destroy, to dehumanize 
and kill?  For what purpose?   

• Why do we seek self-reliance and power and control over others?    

It makes no sense whatsoever why we are the way we are. 

It makes no sense whatsoever why the world is the way it is. 

How do we make sense of it all? 

Well, we do not have to make sense of it all.  God has done that for us when He gave us His Word, captured in 
the scriptures of the Bible.  

We are told by Paul in 2 Timothy 3 that: 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

In this book, The Bible, God: 

• Explains His relationship with us and our relationship with Him 

• Tells of our story and our human condition 

• Makes sense of the struggles in this world  

• Gives us insight into the spiritual battle that have been going on behind the scenes and the victory 
achieved by Jesus 

• Reveals how the story ends 

• Shows us the purpose of our lives and how to live amidst of the struggles and storms of this world. 
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3. UNIQUELY CREATED AND WITH PURPOSE 

Do you find that Christians seem to be infatuated with Sin and Righteousness?   Some seem to have almost an 
unhealthy obsession with it.  However, it is something that is important that we understand and do not ignore 
as it defines our current condition and who we are and it defines what is needed to be restored and to 
become what God intends us to be. 

To understand what sin is, its importance, where it came from and how it has affected who we are and the 
world around us, we need to start in The Beginning. 

In the beginning the Bible tells us that the trinity of God was present – the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

We are told in Genesis 1:1 that God was there: 

God created the heaven and the earth. 

We are told in John 1:1-3 and by Jesus in John 17:5 that Jesus was there: 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. 

And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world 
existed. 

And we are told in Genesis 1:2 that the Holy Spirit was there: 

The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

We learn in Genesis 1:27 that we are not an accident, that we are created, created by God in His image: 

 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them.  

We are reminded of this fact in Psalm 139:13-16 where David writes: 

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full 
well. 

My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven 
together in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one 
of them came to be.  (Psalm 139:13-16 NIV)  

When we read Genesis 1:26 to 30 and Genesis 2, we learn that we were created unique and with purpose: 

• God created us in His image with personality, awareness, consciousness, and intellect. 

• God created the earth for us to live on, to work and take care of, and to provide us with all the food 
and resources needed to live and thrive. 

And most importantly he created us to have relationships: 

• God breathed the breath of life into us, giving us a living soul so that He can have a personal 
relationship with us and us with Him. 

• God gave us relationships between a man and women to complete one another, to procreate and to 
build families and community. 
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This is why we were created and why we exist.   

But what happened?  How did things become so broken?  

Well, we turned away and separated ourselves from God and God has been trying to get us back and make it 
right ever since.   

4. STORY OF HUMANITY 

The bible tells the story of humanity.   How we turned away from God and how God pursed us to save us, 
restore us and return us to Him through His son Jesus Christ.   Hollywood could not have script the story any 
better. 

It is a story of betrayal and rebellion in Heaven, corruption of mankind and creation, salvation of mankind, 
defeat of the rebellion and the rebirth of mankind and creation. 

It is a story featuring: 

Satan:  formerly known as the Lucifer, “angel of the light”, “son of the morning” and commonly known as the 
Devil, prince of darkness, the adversary, father of sin and lies. 

Heavenly angels:  starring the archangel Michael, Gabriel and the Angel of the Lord.  

Humanity:  starring Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David, Daniel; special guest appearance by 
Jesus; Peter, John, Matthew, Paul and you and I.   

Jesus Christ:  also known as “The Word”, “Angel of the Lord”, “Lord of Hosts”, “Lord of Lords”, “Son of Man”, 
“Lord our Saviour, “Prince of Peace”, “Son of Righteousness”, “Morning Star” “Alpha and Omega”, “Great I 
Am”. 

A story of the victory of righteousness over sin (unrighteousness).  

When you look at, it seems like a pretty bizarre far fetch story.  But no human (in this case a multitude of a 
hundreds of generations of humans) could have scripted this.  It is a story that only God could have written.  It 
explains everything.  Who we are, where we came from, why we are the way we are, why the world is the way 
it is, the remedy to our condition and where we are going.  It makes sense of it all. 

But there is a story behind the story that makes the whole story clear and makes the books of the bible;  
scripture; psalms and hymns; the gospel; our praise , our worship; and our lives become alive and real.  

5. STORY BEHIND THE STORY 

God created us, men and women, in His own image, a mentally and spiritual being with the sole purpose of 
living in a righteous relationship with God, each other and His creation. 

Let that soak in: 

We were created and exist with the sole purpose of living a righteous life with God, each other and 
His creation.  

God is fully committed, trustworthy and faithful in His relationship with us. God wants us to be as equally 
committed, trustworthy and faithful in our relationship with Him.  And God also wants us to be as equally 
committed, trustworthy and faithful in our relationship with each other. 

However, but – yes there is always a but:  

We were created innocent but not righteous.  

God created us free moral beings, a free agent so to speak, with free will and the responsibility to make our 
own choices and own decisions.  And that means the responsibility to choose to live our lives God’s way 
according to His good and righteous will and purpose for our existence and for our lives.    
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Isaiah 14:14, Ezekiel 28:13-19 

We are not the only spiritual beings that God created.  He also created Angels, Seraphim and Cherubim who 
existed well before our creation.  They were all created free moral beings with the purpose to glorify and serve 
God and His creation in accordance to God’s divine will and governance.  We are told in Ezekiel 28 that God 
created an angel who was the most perfect being.  An angel called “angel of the light”, the “son of the 
morning” who was anointed and given the high position of “guardian cherub”, protector of the throne of God.  
The highest position of any created being.   God’s right-hand angel.  He was blameless (innocent) in all his 
ways from the day God created him until unrighteousness was found in him.  His beauty, his stature, and his 
strength slowly puffed up his ego and filled his heart with pride to the point that it corrupted his thinking and 
way of being.  This “angel of the light” set his will against the will of God with the goal of putting himself in the 
place of God and ruling over all of God’s creations.   Isaiah 14 tells us the name of this angel was Lucifer who 
later became known as Satan or the Devil.  Satan started a rebellion in heaven corrupting and recruiting as 
many other angels as he could.   Revelation 121 tells us of a great war that broke out in heaven between Satan 
and his rebellious angels and the archangel Michael and God’s angels.  Satan was defeated and he and his 
angels were hurled to the earth to eventually be crushed, destroyed and to be no more.  We are told of 
Satan’s demise in both Ezekiel 28 and Revelation 20:  

By the multitude of your iniquities, in the unrighteousness of your trade you profaned your 
sanctuaries; so I brought fire out from your midst; it consumed you, and I turned you to ashes on the 
earth in the sight of all who saw you. All who know you among the peoples are appalled at you; you 
have come to a dreadful end and shall be no more forever. (Ezekiel 28:18-19) 

And the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and 
the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. (Revelation 
20:10) 

Satan’s demise has not yet happened.  

In the process, we became caught in the middle of a spiritual war between sin (unrighteousness) and 
righteousness.  Why do I say that? 

What is righteousness?   Righteousness is what is right and just.  God is righteous – he knows and does only 
what is right and just.  

Created beings are only created innocent (blameless) and maintain their innocence by living a right and just 
life in accordance to God’s righteous will.    Innocence is lost when one sets their will over against the will of 
God and we then become unrighteous. The term sin is a term from archery that means to miss the mark.  
Anything that is unrighteous or contrary to God’s will is sin. Being a sinner means we are unrighteous and live 
contrary to God’s will. 

Satan was created the most perfect free moral being and he turned away and rebelled against God.  If he and 
the angels he recruited turned away from God, how could God know whether we, his created humans, would 
not eventually do the same?  

I read in one commentary that righteousness is innocence maintained in the presence of temptation.  

 

1 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his 
angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was 
hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was 
hurled to the earth, and his angels with him (Revelation 12:7-9). 

 



7 
 

When Jesus came to earth in human form he proved His righteousness by withstanding the Satan’s temptation 
in the dessert. 

God did not waste any time in allowing our righteousness to be tested.  He tells us the story of what happened 
in Genesis 3:1-7. 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the 
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You 
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest 
you die.’”  

Notice how Eve added on to God’s word.  God never said “neither shall you touch it”.  We need to be careful 
that we do not do the same – take away or add to God’s word. 

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 
was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. 
And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 

Satan casted doubt on whether God knew best for them and whether He had their best interest at heart.  He 
raised questions of God’s love and goodness, implied He was unrighteous and challenged His holiness.  He also 
tempted based on the anticipation of fleshly pleasure of a good tasting fruit and the thought of being able to 
rely one self. These are the same tactics Satan uses on us today and what he used on Jesus in the dessert.  

Jesus withstood the temptations of Satan but Adam and Eve did not. They went against God’s will thinking 
that that could do better on their own, become wiser and perhaps become like God.  The same sin that Satan 
had originally done against God, though maybe not consciously made by Adam or Eve. It did not matter.  They 
went against the God’s will and ate the fruit of good and evil.  As a consequence, they may have acquired the 
knowledge of the goodness of God but they were also cursed with unrighteous and an evil sinful nature.  
Mankind became broken, were kicked out of Eden and separated from God. Satan and his fallen angels were 
given reign and authority over a now fallen and broken world. But not authority forever.  Only temporary.   
God was still in control.  

6. RESCUE AND RESTORATION PLAN 

God immediately started to implement a plan, a rescue and restoration mission.  A mission lead and 
accomplished by and through Jesus to save and redeem mankind, destroy Satan and his followers, to rid sin 
once and for all, and to set things right by the creation of a new heaven and a new earth and the complete 
restoration of mankind as a new creation fully righteous in Christ.  

Listen to what Paul tells us in Philippians about who Christ is and what He did for us:  

Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
(Philippians 2:5-11) 



8 
 

Let that soak in.  Jesus did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped.  Christ secured victory over sin 
for all of creation – the heavens and the earth. And by the grace of God, he also secured victory over sin for us.  
God made a way for you and me to be saved from sin and to live in Christ’s victory in the here and now.  To 
live for Him and to live for others. 

Though victory has been achieved by Jesus through His life on earth, His death at the cross and His 
resurrection from death, it is not yet fully fulfilled.  We are living during the period of time where God’s rescue 
and restoration mission is still on-going for us.  Jesus has called us and given us the responsibility to carry on 
that rescue mission that He set in motion.  Matthew records the moment in Matthews 28: 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20). 

God has given us a way to turn back to Him and live as His beloved chosen ones.  But God has also given us the 
responsibility to choose to turn away from our unrighteousness and to go back to Him.  We are given the 
responsibility for accepting His life saving gift of grace. We are given the responsibility to become an active 
participant in the on-going mission of saving mankind.  He has given us the means and the way, and He will be 
with us every step of the way as we walk in faith with Jesus.  The mission can not go forward without us.  

We still have a formidable foe in Satan who is still alive and kicking, filled with fury because he knows that his 
time is short (Revelation 12:12).  Much of the world is still under His authority.  We see and experience the evil 
and wickedness that is still being inflicted upon people; the unfairness, hurt, pain and struggles in our lives and 
the lives of our family, friends, neighbors, community, country and among other nations. And we are seeing 
and experiencing the slow destruction of the earth that God had created for us.    

We have to stand strong. We cannot allow sin and struggles in this world to define who we are.  We must 
allow ourselves to be defined by the victory that Jesus has secured for us.  

Satan no longer has authority over us.  Jesus has been given all authority over heaven and earth and is seated 
at the right hand of God.  He is our interceder before God and our guardian and protector from the schemes 
of the Devil.  By rooting our faith and lives in Jesus, we can be freed from pain, sorrow, anger and hate and we 
can find and experience joy amidst the trials, storms and struggles that we will still continue to experience 
living in this world until Jesus returns and makes every new.  As the Apostle Paul said “to live is Christ and to 
die is gain”. 

I do not know where you are in your journey and your walk with Jesus.  But I do know that we are suppose to 
be in it and living it together.   

For myself, I have experienced the grace and the peace promised in Christ but I struggle in finding and 
experiencing the promised joy and the ability to live in a just and right way.  I can’t do it alone.  You can’t do it 
alone.  And the people outside these doors can’t do alone.  We need Jesus and we need each other. 

7. CLOSING PRAYER  

Dear Heavenly Father, 

Thank-you that you did not abandon us.  Thank-you that you did not condemn us.  Thank you that you so 
loved the world that you gave your one and only Son as a ransom to save us, to free us, to restore us, to be 
reborn as your sons and daughters in Christ Jesus, our redeemer.  For we know that our Redeemer lives, that 
He stood upon the earth and he will be coming again to take us to a new home, restored as a new creation. 

I ask that You be with us, protect us, guide us and give us the focus, wisdom and strength to build and live 
right and just lives for You, united together in the glory of Christ Jesus. 
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Amen  

8. CLOSING WORDS 

May grace, mercy, and peace be with you, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Father’s Son, in truth 
and in love. Jude 24-25 

 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=jude+24

