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This year has been filled with plenty of disasters and tragedies. Several weeks ago, 

unprecedented tornadoes in December made their way across eight USA states and set 

a record for destruction. Shortly before that it was unprecedented floods in British 

Columbia. And before that the wildfires in British Columbia and California dominated the 

news. Those are just a handful of disasters without giving any attention to catastrophic 

events elsewhere in the world or the ongoing ravages of Covid-19. 

 

A common scene accompanying these disasters were dramatic rescue efforts. We saw 

videos of helicopter rescues of people stranded on rooftops surrounded by rising flood 

waters. As well as videos of rescues of people buried under the debris of collapsed 

buildings. There were innumerable examples of heroic and selfless effort to save people 

from certain death. While some rescues were conducted without a moment’s notice or 

any planning like a recent highway incident where a vehicle instantly burst into flames 

and without a moment’s hesitation a bystander fearlessly ran into the fire and rescued 

the driver, many were not as spontaneous and resulted from careful planning and 

preparation. 

 

Generally, when we picture Christmas scenes it is usually with a peaceful mindset as 

we imagine the baby Jesus in a manger surrounded by awestruck shepherds, angels 

singing overhead, and mooing cattle and bleating sheep. We certainly do not picture 

Christmas with any thought of catastrophe. However, in many ways the image of a 

burning building or unrelenting flood in the backdrop of Bethlehem is very appropriate. 

That first Christmas at Bethlehem was really the staging ground for God’s Rescue 

Mission and the Babe in the manger was God’s First Responder. 

 

Decades ago, I worked in the oil industry where one of the worst disasters is to have an 

oil and gas well blow out which means it goes out of control and usually it either catches  

fire or is ignited to burn the often-present hydrogen sulfide gas. Back in the 1970’s the 

man to call when a well blew out was Red Adair. He would come and set up his base 

camp from where he systematically planned and got equipment in place to extinguish 

the fire and cap the well. 

 

When Jesus arrived at Bethlehem some 2,000 years ago, the disaster He faced was far 

worse than the one Red Adair saw when he arrived at a burning well blow out. The 

world Jesus came to was one held in the grip of satan and lost in sin. People headed to 
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the flames of hell unless there was intervention. Sin, and its accompanying guilt, was, 

and still is, the number one problem facing humankind. Unless sin was dealt with all of 

humanity faced a Godless eternity characterized by horror and without even a sliver of 

hope. Sin was the disaster Jesus Christ came to address. 

 

It is no wonder Jesus went to such unimaginable effort to rescue people like you and 

me! Jesus came to provide an escape. In the fullness of time Jesus came to rescue 

people from calamity and give them hope, not only during their life on earth, but eternal 

hope when they physically die and join God Himself in heaven. He came to provide 

people with an alternative to hell. 

 

Despite many erroneous claims to the contrary, people without Jesus are people 

without hope – now or ever – they remain tightly held in the grasp of satan. The Bible 

tells us “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life.“ (John 3:16, ESV). It is because of that 

infinite love that Jesus left the glories of heaven to come to earth where He clothed 

Himself with humanity. While it is impossible to fully comprehend, Jesus became fully 

God and fully man. That was pivotal to setting God’s Rescue Plan in motion. Central to 

that carefully planned rescue mission was Jesus Christ dying on the cross at Calvary 

where He paid the penalty for sin and having done so He offers the greatest gift that can 

be given. 

 

Jesus Christ invites all people to turn to Him for forgiveness of their sin and receive the 

gift of eternal life. He offers genuine hope – something that is in desperate need these 

days as so many are held in the grip of fear and overcome with anxiety. God’s Rescue 

Plan consists of Jesus paying the penalty for the sins of those who trust in Him, so they 

do not need to. We are told in 2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV) “For our sake he made him to 

be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”   

In other words, Jesus, despite being sinless, paid the price for our sins, so that we might 

be viewed by God as righteous and without sin.  

 

Sadly, some dismiss their need for forgiveness, but God’s assessment of their condition 

differs, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23, ESV). 

Everyone, without exception, is a sinner and is in need of forgiveness. The only way 

one can be forgiven is by trusting in Jesus Christ and His death for their sins. 

 

God’s Rescue Plan is unmatched in the extent of relief offered. “For the wages of sin is 

death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23, 

ESV). When a person places his or her trust in Jesus Christ for his or her salvation, he 

or she is saved by grace through faith. Let me picture God’s Rescue Plan this way; 
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Jesus is like the rescue helicopter hovering overhead offering to retrieve people from a 

burning building. The people in the burning building face a decision – will they climb 

aboard or stay in the burning building? The choice is obvious! They don’t debate their 

options or evaluate the capacity of the helicopter – they climb aboard. It is equally 

obvious how people should respond to Jesus’ invitation to believe the Gospel, or Good 

News, and trust in Him for forgiveness and salvation. 

 

I suspect most of you reading this are reminded of God’s rescue of you years ago when 

you responded to His invitation by laying hold of His outstretched hand offering 

forgiveness and eternal life to you. You remember when you acknowledged to Him you 

are a sinner and needed to be saved and placed your faith in Him. As you celebrate 

Christmas this year, whether surrounded by loving friends and family, or all by yourself, 

you cherish God’s abiding presence and the genuine hope that is yours through Jesus 

Christ – the greatest gift ever given. 

 

However, there could be someone who has never asked Jesus Christ for forgiveness. 

Some have never admitted they are a sinner while others are all too aware they are, but 

think Jesus could never forgive them. Many people think they will do quite fine on their 

own because they believe they are not that bad, and they have enough good deeds and 

fine qualities to offset their sins. The Bible makes it clear Jesus offers to forgive 

everyone, no matter how horrible their sins are. And no one will ever be good enough to 

cover their own sins – only Jesus Christ can do that for them. That is why He came on a 

Divine Rescue Mission. 

 

Salvation is a free gift offered to all. Those who choose to embrace Jesus Christ as their 

personal Savior are born-again and are made spiritually alive; all people need to do is 

believe in Jesus Christ and trust Him for their salvation. 

 

Ephesians 2:8–9 (ESV) 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 

not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may 

boast.  

 

May God bless you richly this Christmas and throughout the year ahead. 

 

Click on the following link to listen to the CBU University Choir and Orchestra 

 

     "Behold Our God" 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UV8bv4QuDtM&ab_channel=CBUMusic 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UV8bv4QuDtM&ab_channel=CBUMusic

