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There are several keys that are essential to successfully completing a task or meeting 

an objective and ignoring those keys will often derail success. It is so easy to get 

absorbed with peripherals or non-essentials of a task. Or to get distracted and forget 

about the overall task or objective. Its like going downstairs to get something and by the 

time you arrive you can’t remember what it was that you went to get. Or maybe that just 

happens to me? 

 

Another pitfall is to spend a great deal of time creating a game plan but never executing 

it. Many organizations, Churches included, spend innumerable hours coming up with 

meticulously worded Vision Statements, Key Values, and Specific Goals, but once the 

exercise is completed everything is carefully filed away and forgotten. 

 

We must individually determine to not let that happen to the three keys I have identified 

as essential to a prosperous 2022. These keys aren’t dependent on your age, or 

spiritual maturity, or events that will unfold this year, most of which we will have no 

control over. In other words, these Keys for a Prosperous 2022 are valid, no matter 

what happens. They are applicable if our year is filled with all the grandeur of 

mountaintop experiences, or we find ourselves deep in the valley of despair. 

 

While the 1st Key is obvious, it nevertheless needs to be stated because of its pivotal 

importance and the fact it is easily overlooked or ignored. 

The Centrality of God 

This is the centerpiece of an accurate worldview and certainly essential for victory in life. 

If one doesn’t get this correct, everything else will be out of kilter. Making God central 

takes intentionality and discipline – it is so easy to become so absorbed with the 

busyness of life to not notice giving very little attention to God or His role. One can push 

God to the margins of life without notice and nor recognize the warning signs. 

 

Creation constantly declares God’s existence and that message is reinforced by 

ongoing discoveries which give us more unmistakable evidence of the presence of God.  

The massive telescope recently launched into space will begin unveiling, in about six 

months, previously hidden information about God’s universe as it probes further into its 

expanse. Its findings  will only reinforce the irrefutable evidence of an intelligent Creator 

behind it all. We often point to the complexity, intricacy, and diversity of creation as 

evidence that it is not the result of some unpredictable and random act, but it is God’s 
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handiwork. But one aspect of creation that is often overlooked is the idea itself – to first 

of all have the idea to even imagine the universe, earth, creatures, humans, and so on. 

That was all necessary before the supernatural task of bringing it into being. Perhaps 

the biggest marvel about creation is not creation, but the idea, the concept that 

preceded what we see and experience. The God we serve not only created the 

universe, but He came up with the idea! 

 

The moment we are persuaded God exists we must address the significance of that for 

us. Surely the One who designed and created the universe, including earth and life on 

it, has a plan. He did not carefully hang the stars in place and put planets in precise 

motion, and then place humankind on earth without any idea of why He made them. We 

are clearly told in Ephesians 2:10 (ESV) 10For we are his workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 

them. God doesn’t expect us to figure it all out on our own but has already determined 

the framework for our lives. The need for intentionality in our relationship with God is 

born out in 1 Corinthians 10:31 (ESV) 31So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you 

do, do all to the glory of God. The point is that we should seek to honor God with 

whatever we choose to do. And Scripture is clear that whatever is for God’s glory is also 

for our good. 

 

The critical Key in 2022 is ensuring God is central in our lives – that we seek to view 

and respond to what happens through His perspective. That we turn to Him to shape 

our priorities, values, passions, pursuits, and so on. Let us remember our earthly lives 

are brief and their value is assessed from the vantage point of heaven. Hence, we are 

wise to heed the counsel of James 4:13–14 (ESV) 13Come now, you who say, “Today or 

tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and 

make a profit”— 14yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For 

you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.  

 

The Critical Key for a Prosperous 2022 is The Centrality of God, not in an academic 

or impersonal manner, but in a very personal and intimate manner; something present 

in the forefront of our lives. The ingredient of faith is of course central – the invisible 

thread connecting us to Him. Hebrews 11:1 (ESV) 1Now faith is the assurance of things 

hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  

 

Some have the mistaken understanding that faith is some blind shot in the dark, wishful 

thinking, something for the uneducated and unsophisticated, but unnecessary for the 

resourceful and wise. Let us never fall for that deception which is built on people’s 

inherent pride and an inflated view of themselves; that’s the tactic satan used on Eve in 

the Garden of Eve. Our faith in God is derived from verifiable historical facts. It is 
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derived from evaluating the evidence and determining how to best understand that 

evidence. May it be the prayer of each of us that God will build and more deeply 

entrench our faith this year. That He will reinforce it as He gives us a more accurate 

understanding of what has happened and is happening – that He will give us the 

privilege of recognizing His hand at work and particularly in each of our lives. 

 

The 1st Key for a Prosperous 2022 is The Centrality of God, the 2nd Key follows from 

it. 

The Source of Truth 

During the last two decades there has been an explosion in the ability to disseminate 

information and communicate with people. Communication has become instantaneous 

and boundless. When Beverley travelled throughout Europe for six months following her 

graduation from university, all communication with her parents was by letter. Due to cost 

and complexity, she did not have a single phone call with her parents. Such a limitation 

is almost inconceivable today. She sent her picture film back to Canada where her 

parents had it developed and printed. Today we have a grandson travelling some of the 

same territory in Europe and we can see a picture moments after he takes it along with 

a note of assurance for his parents and us that he is fine.  

 

Communication and the availability of information has dramatically changed and with it 

has come diversity of views on what the facts are and how to understand what has 

happened or is happening. People have held to contradictory views on things since 

Cain and Abel, but they have never been able to share those views so quickly nor as 

effectively as today. It turns out that every view imaginable is held by someone. One no 

longer needs to wait until it is printed in a newspaper or magazine to learn about it. 

 

What people choose to believe is often determined by how articulate the person holding 

the view happens to be, or the number of followers they have, or how resourceful or 

tech savvy they may be in presenting their view with carefully selected photos or videos, 

or how passionate they happen to be, or how manipulative in handling information, or 

how powerful they are, or their notoriety, and so on. No wonder there are endless and 

diametrically opposite claims about what people should believe. People are left echoing 

the words of Pilate, “What is truth?” (John 18.38). 

 

The 2nd Key for a Prosperous 2022, is The Source of Truth. There is only one book 

that stands out from all others, it is distinct from all the information on the internet, 

Wikipedia, YouTube videos, texts and emails that are sent. It is the Bible – it exclusively 

is the inspired message from God to us. Since it is authoritative, for something to be 

true it must align with God’s Word.  
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2 Peter 1:20–21 (ESV) 20knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes 

from someone’s own interpretation. 21For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of 

man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

 

I’m not going to spend time today pointing out Scripture is trustworthy, reliable, 

authoritative, inerrant, and so on. Today I want to highlight the critical Importance of 

knowing and following God’s Word as we navigate through the year ahead. It is only 

reasonable to assume that when God created the universe and placed humankind on 

earth that He had a plan. The Bible unveils that plan for us; central of course is salvation 

through His Son Jesus Christ. It doesn’t stop there but proceeds with great 

intentionality. 

 

The Bible unfolds truths applicable to all; it lays out God’s universal will for all. For 

example, Ephesians 4:1 (ESV) 1I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in 

a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called. What does walking in a 

manner worthy of the calling to which we have been called look like? The pages of the 

Bible unfold the answer to that question. We are given some insight in Colossians 3:9–

10 (ESV) 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its 

practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the 

image of its creator. It is very apparent those who are born-again are to view life 

differently from the unsaved. They are to mirror a heavenly perspective. That is also 

highlighted in Romans 12:2 (ESV) 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will 

of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

 

Throughout Scripture, both in the Old Testament as well as the New, God emphasizes 

the importance of following His will: 

 

Ephesians 5:1 (ESV) 1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  

 

Ephesians 5:10 (ESV) 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.  

 

Ephesians 5:17 (ESV) 17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will 

of the Lord is.  

 

Sometimes God’s will is dramatic and life changing, but more often it unfolds right 

where we are as we gain insight into God’s way for us – His resources and provisions 

for His children. The point I want to emphasize today is for that to happen, it takes 

action on our part. I want to encourage all of us to set a goal for reading and studying 
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God’s Word this year. We all need to be filling our minds with God’s Word, irrespective 

of age, education, station in life, etc. 

 

Set a goal and follow it; don’t abandon it if you get behind, or when you struggle with 

some portions of Scripture; be persistent! Give it the same importance as brushing your 

teeth or eating. There are many Bible reading plans available, some are included at the 

back of Bibles. Some people will follow a Bible reading plan that will get them through 

the Bible in one year. You can find many different formats on-line to choose from. A 

very uncomplicated plan is to read a certain number of pages each day; I have done it 

for years. In my current Bible I need to read about 4 pages each day if I read every day 

of the year. If I choose to only read 5 days a week then I need to read 6 pages each day 

to complete the Bible in one year. Before Christmas I was given a NASB Bible 

specifically designed to complete the entire Bible in one year and each day has a 

passage from the Old Testament, Proverbs, Psalms and the New Testament, 

accompanied by some notes. Since I have not read through a NASB translation in many 

years, I have decided to use this format this year. 

 

For some people, the goal of reading through the entire Bible in one year is too 

ambitious and they will never follow-through with it. It is good to remember that the goal 

is to hear from God through His Word rather than to check off how many pages you 

read each day. Therefore, a far better goal may be to read through the entire Bible over 

two years. For some, choosing to read the New Testament in one year is more 

manageable – you only need to read one of the 260 chapters each day, five days a 

week to complete the New Testament in 1 year. 

 

For those who find that too formidable, decide to read several verses each day. The 

point is to set a goal to hear from God through His Word and discover His will for you.  

There are of course many devotional guides available; one of the oldest is Our Daily 

Bread. Let me encourage all of us to decide today this is something we will do. The 

Bible is the final authority on truth and best way to deal with error is to know the truth. 

We conquer error not by investing our energy in disproving the error, but by knowing, 

believing and declaring the truth.  

 

As we read the Bible, the Holy Spirit illuminates His truth for us and applies it to us – 

perhaps gradually giving us better understanding of some particular truth, or application 

of His Word in a specific situation, or He prompts us to address something. None of that 

will happen if our Bible remains a closed book gathering dust. It is in the Bible we learn 

about our God – Who He is, His attributes, qualities, character, desires, will, etc. We 

learn about Who Jesus is, why He came, and the difference He makes in people’s lives. 
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It is in Scripture where we learn about God’s promises and provisions. We learn how to 

think as Christians – how to relate to the issues and circumstances we encounter. 

  

2 Timothy 3:16–17 (ESV) 16All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17that the man 

of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.  

 

The 1st Key for a Prosperous 2022 is The Centrality of God in our daily lives. The 2nd 

Key is The Source of Truth – the Bible.  May we be people of the Book. And the 3rd is  

Unwavering Resolve to Live it Out 

This is the action step – we need to do it! We must follow through. With intentionality we 

must decide to order our lives with God in the center. Doing so dictates how we use our 

3 -T’s: Time, Talents, and Treasures. That means we need to read and reflect on His 

Word – following through with regular, consistent feeding upon the living Word of God 

with the ambition to know God better a year from now. As we focus on God and His 

Word to us, His truth and how He specifically wants us to live will be woven into the 

fabric of our lives. That directs our values, priorities, and the choices we make as we 

live out God’s truth. 

 

It takes but a moment to realize this requires supernatural help – the active engagement 

of the Holy Spirit working in us and through us. Being filled and empowered for His 

glory. And undergirding it all is prayer – recognizing our daily need for God’s 

enablement. 

 

May God give each of you unwavering resolve to walk with Him this year. 

 

May God minister to you through the following song: 

 

Speak, O Lord - Keith and Kristyn Getty 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=my90e3a_nlM&ab_channel=ScottBacher 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=my90e3a_nlM&ab_channel=ScottBacher

