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John 9.1 - 41 

Most of you have heard the phrase, “There are none so blind as those who will not see.” 

The phrase is derived from the Bible, specifically, “Hear this, O foolish and senseless 

people, who have eyes, but see not, who have ears, but hear not.” (Jeremiah 5:21, 

ESV). Apparently, this biblical quote was paraphrased by Jonathan Swift in “Polite 

Conversation”1 into the phrase many of us have quoted. Very simply the phrase refers 

to those, who despite having the physical ability to see, fail to see accurately and lack 

the wisdom to correctly interpret what they see.  

The account of the man born blind whom Jesus miraculously healed, found in John 9, 

contains some very interesting insights about seeing clearly. 

The Event 

We are given little detail about when the event happened, but it was after the Feast of 

Tabernacles which occurs in the early fall and before Hanukkah (10.22) which is 

celebrated in early winter. It took place in the vicinity of Jerusalem. It begins with Jesus 

passing by a blind man (9.1). Consider for a moment what it meant to be blind from 

birth. The man could hear sounds and listen to people talk about his surroundings, but 

he had never seen the grandeur of the Temple or the beauty of God’s handiwork. He 

heard the chirping of birds but never got to see them fly. He smelt the sweet aroma of a 

flower, but never saw its beauty. However, all that was about to change. 

We are not told how old the man was, but we know he was no longer a teenager since 

his parents said he was of age (9.21). The man would not have been a stranger to the 

people in the community; he and his condition were well known, and many had likely 

contributed to him as he begged. When Jesus and His disciples encountered him, the 

disciples raised a question which others silently asked as well, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 

man or his parents, that he was born blind?” (9:2). 

Jesus’ answer raises attention to my first point. 

Beware of Presumption 

The question the disciples asked reflected an assumption which was common for the 

religious leaders and because of their teaching, the general public as well. The disciples 

assumed the reason for the man’s blindness was sin. In a general sense it is an 

 
1 https://grammarhow.com/there-are-none-so-
blind/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThere%20are%20none%20so%20blind%20as%20those%20who,phrase%20
comes%20from%20and%20why%20it%E2%80%99s%20so%20useful. 
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accurate assumption since if we did not live in a fallen world marred by sin, there would 

be no illness or disease. However, the disciples viewed it in a more specific manner, 

namely that either this man or his parents were guilty of a specific sin that resulted in his 

blindness. Not only did the Pharisees and Sadducees and their contemporaries regard 

illness, and for the most part, all misfortune as a direct result of someone’s sin, but that 

is a view commonly held among many people today. We live in a cause-and-effect type 

of environment. We tend to equate adversity and hardship with punishment, and 

material prosperity and health with blessing. And it isn’t without Biblical insight that we 

do so, for the Lord promised blessing upon His people if they heeded His Law while He 

assured them of hardship and punishment if they turned from Him. Nevertheless, to 

assume wealth is an unmistakable indicator of God’s blessing, and sickness or poverty 

an unmistakable indicator of God’s judgment, is erroneous. 

The disciples didn’t carefully think through their assumption, just like we too are 

sometimes guilty of, or they would have realized the man couldn’t be the cause of his 

own blindness since he was born that way (9.2). It is true that specific sin is sometimes 

the cause of a person’s illness, something I addressed in my messages on healing on 

John 4 and 5, but that wasn’t the case with this man as Jesus pointed out. “Jesus 

answered, ‘It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God 

might be displayed in him.’” (John 9:3, ESV). The man had been born blind so that God 

could heal him on that specific occasion to display His glory. 

Miraculously giving this man sight also conveyed the overarching truth that Jesus 

pushes aside the darkness of sin and replaces it with the light for those who believe. 

That puts a whole new spin on how to understand some things – sometimes God allows 

people to encounter hardship or illness for the primary reason of displaying His glory as 

He cares for them and as they experience His intervention on their behalf. God’s 

intervention is not necessarily seen in miraculous spontaneous healing but more often 

as a follower of Christ travels through adversity and is sustained by the outstretched 

hand of his or her Savior. Let us be careful that we don’t assume that because others 

experience illness or disease or face hardship and adversity that it is because of 

personal sin or disobedience.  

Not only must we beware of presumption as others face illness or adversity, but we 

need to apply that same principle regarding ourselves. Many times, when followers of 

Jesus Christ encounter major health issues or struggles, they assume God is punishing 

them. Since it is a possibility, it is worth exploring. In my experience, where there is 

something in our lives that needs attention, if we come before the Lord in prayer 

seeking Him to reveal something needing attention, He does! He may move upon our 

heart and draw the issue to be addressed to our attention. It may happen as we abide in 

His word and read it that He may highlight a particular truth that is applicable to our 

situation. On other occasions, He may use someone else to raise a concern with us; 

sometimes they do it unknowingly, totally unaware of something we need to address. 
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Often though we face illness and adversity simply because we live in a fallen world. As 

we do, it is always an opportunity to mature and grow in our relationship with the Lord. 

Let us Beware of Presumption and not jump to faulty conclusions. 

This incident raises another place where we need clarity of vision 

Beware of Restricting God 

After Jesus told His disciples that the man’s blindness was not due to any specific sin, 

He proceeded to heal the man.  

John 9:6–7 (ESV) 6Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud 

with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So, he went and washed and 

came back seeing.  

Jesus chose what seems like a strange procedure; He spit on the ground and made 

mud with the salvia and then anointed the man’s eyes with it. Having done so, He told 

the man to wash in the Pool of Siloam.  

I want to highlight two ways in which people can restrict God: 

1. Disobedience 

On many occasions Jesus responded to the request of people to be healed by 

doing just that – it appears from the Biblical record He instantly healed them and 

didn’t require them to do anything. But there were times, like this one, when Jesus 

first required people to do something. The man didn’t receive sight until he followed 

the Lord’s instructions and washed the mud off his eyes in the Pool of Siloam.  

While the entire procedure is bound up in but two verses, it would have taken 

considerable time and a bit of effort for the man to get to Pool of Siloam and return. 

The man likely needed help to get there, and it certainly required faith to follow the 

procedure. He had to believe Jesus wasn’t toying with him and that he wasn’t about 

to become a laughingstock by going and washing the mud off his eyes with the 

expectation he would then be able to see. Despite any ridicule he may have 

endured, he headed to the Pool of Siloam and washed his eyes and as the mud 

was washed away, he received his sight.  

Had he chosen not to obey Jesus he would have remained blind.  

The blind man receiving physical sight pictures what happens when people repent 

of their sins and place their faith and trust in Jesus for their salvation. They are 

transformed from darkness to light – they were spiritually blind, but after obeying 

Jesus by placing their trust in Him, they can see! Immediately they are made 

spiritually alive, and the Spirit of God takes up residence within them – they 

immediately have access to God and are recipients of His spiritual blessings. They 

become heirs together with Christ (Romans 8.17). 
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However, while God desires all people to be saved, people’s refusal to trust in 

Jesus Christ can prevent that from happening (1 Tim 2.4). As I prepared this 

message, I thought of many people whom the Lord gave me opportunity to tell Who 

Jesus is, Why He came, and the difference He could make in their lives, but who 

refused to believe God’s word, and in so doing restricted the hand of God. 

But there are also born-again Christians who hold back the hand of God because of 

their disobedience and forfeit blessing. It can happen when a believer disregards 

the guidance of God’s word when determining their values, choices, and priorities. 

Consider if the blind man, who despite being unnamed, has gained worldwide 

notoriety, had refused to head down to the Pool of Siloam and wash his eyes. 

2. Compliance 

A second way in which people can restrict God is through compliance – expecting 

God to comply with a certain way of doing things – they stereotype God. There is no 

record of Jesus using this same method when healing someone else of blindness. 

He healed the blind man at Bethsaida by putting spit on his eyes and in that 

instance the man’s eyesight was at first only partially restored, and it was only after 

Jesus laid His hands on him again that his eyesight was fully restored (Mar 8.22-

26). While Jesus didn’t even touch the blind man near Jericho, but the man was 

healed (Mar 10.46-52). The point I want to emphasize is the diversity with which 

God intervenes – He doesn’t always do things the same way. 

Over the past nearly 50 years I have listened to probably hundreds of people share 

their faith story – how they came to faith in Jesus Christ. They all of course include 

the same common denominator – they realized they were sinners and by believing 

the Gospel and placing their faith and trust in Jesus Christ for their salvation, they 

were saved, born-again, they became a child of God. But the path Jesus led them 

on in their journey to salvation, varied a great deal. Some were privileged to have 

grown up in a Christian home and embraced Jesus as their Savior when they were 

very young – often with a parent at their side. As they grew older, their 

understanding of salvation and what it meant expanded and matured as they 

walked with Jesus. For many it was intertwined with a youth group, children’s club 

or ministry like Awana, while for some the pivotal moment was when they listened to 

a Christian program on radio or TV, and nowadays one would include the internet. 

Some people had the misfortune of first exploring the empty promises of the world 

before hearing the Gospel and being saved. In recent years, many people who were 

raised as Muslims and who became disillusioned with Islam have had dreams or 

visions of Jesus, usually described as a man dressed in white. They weren’t saved 

through the dream but rather it provided the incentive to search for the Man in the 

dream and how they might have a relationship with Him. 
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The point I want to make is God doesn’t comply with the restraints many want to put on 

Him – that He must always do things in the same way. Within the constraints God has 

placed upon Himself in the Scriptures, He functions with a great deal of diversity. It is 

failure to recognize His diversity and His desire to function in a more personal manner 

that has led to considerable strife in many Churches when they import a methodology 

that God may vey well have used in another Church, often a mega-Church in the USA, 

and they think it will work in their Church where the circumstances are dramatically 

different. They do that instead of praying that God would guide and direct them in a 

manner that suits their community and their situation.  

Don’t expect God to always do things the same way – He will conform to the truths of 

Scripture, but within that constraint, how He interacts with one person may be quite a bit 

different from how He interacts with another. 

The religious leaders whom Jesus addressed had pre-determined the Messiah’s role 

and they expected God to fit into their pre-conceived plan and it was their rigidity with 

their expectations that led to their impenetrable blindness. That leads to the third point 

where we need clarity of vision. 

Beware of Missing the Message 

The events described in John 9 may very well have taken place over several days. After 

Jesus healed the man, the people who had known him as a blind beggar, had to first be 

assured this was in fact the man who used to sit and beg (9.8-12).  

The next phase in the account was bringing the man to the Pharisees to get their 

assessment of his miraculous healing (13). But there was one detail that colored their 

assessment and controlled the narrative from that point forward – Jesus healed the man 

on the Sabbath (9.14).  

The formerly blind man told the Pharisees what Jesus had done and how he received 

sight (9.15). His healing created division among the Pharisees as some were inclined to 

believe the man while others concluded it couldn’t have happened since it was the 

Sabbath (9.16-17). The Jews determined to further investigate the “healing” and to 

ascertain that the man wasn’t a fraud. They called the man’s parents to verify he was in 

fact their son and that he had been born blind (9.18-23). After the parents affirmed he 

was their son and had been born blind, a second inquisition of the man born blind 

followed, to whom the religious leaders declared Jesus was a sinner (9.24). However, 

the man was not to be intimidated and proclaimed the obvious evidence,  

John 9:25 (ESV) He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I 

do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  

When it became apparent to the religious leaders they could not successfully dissuade 

the formerly blind man, who displayed sounder theology than their own, they resorted to 
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doing the only thing they could do. They threw him out, presumably from the synagogue 

(9.34).  

God had created the Sabbath as a day to rest from one’s labors and to worship God. 

However, the Pharisees had added an endless list of prohibitions that people were to 

adhere to. Hence, Jesus’ healing people on the Sabbath confronted their man-made 

restrictions. Rather than stop and recognize the obvious – the miraculous gift of sight to 

the man born blind, they missed the entire message that pointed to Jesus as the long-

awaited Messiah as they fixated on their flawed understanding of the Sabbath.  

Their minds had become so hardened and impervious, they refused to even consider 

the evidence. They exemplified those envisioned in the phrase, “There are none so 

blind as those who will not see.” Despite the repetitive opportunities to hear from 

heaven and listen to the voice of God declaring Who Jesus was (and is) and why He 

came, most of the religious elite covered their eyes and ears so they could neither see 

nor hear. 

There are many today who dismiss Jesus or who have withdrawn from His Church or 

participation in ministry for very secondary reasons, things they have allowed to obscure 

them from seeing and prioritizing the central message from God and His will for people 

individually and collectively. Some people may have been disappointed by the Church 

or Church leaders, or disagree with how some issue was handled or decision made, or 

they may have been hurt by someone’s comments or careless action. There are all 

kinds of things that are said and done among God’s people that can lead to fractured 

relationships and could be used to legitimize withdrawal of one sort or another. That is 

certainly the outcome the devil and his followers hope for. If we find our receptivity to 

the things of God or our walk with Him waning, it is a warning light demanding out 

immediate attention. A warning that we do not miss the primary message! That we don’t 

allow some secondary matter to interfere with us hearing and following God’s will and 

His provision for us. It is a warning that we could miss God’s blessing upon us or those 

around us! That doesn’t mean for a moment that all the things can interfere with the 

Lord are unimportant or shouldn’t be addressed. Many times, things that hold people 

back need to be addressed and resolved so that they can move on and regain a clear 

focus on that which is primary – our walk with the Lord.  

Over the years I have watched as people have allowed secondary issues to undermine 

their walk with the Lord and engagement in ministry for Him. The past two years have 

provided all too many examples. There are people who have taken issue because their 

local Church complied with government orders and recommendations while at the same 

time others have taken issue because their Church didn’t. In more recent days it has 

been how one views the truckers protest and all the associated developments. These 

things threaten to divert us from keeping our eyes clearly focused on the Lord and 

fulfilling His desire that we might live in such a manner that others might be drawn to 

Him. I am so glad that we have been able to navigate through these issues relatively 
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successfully and a key part is the realization that the issues at stake are far greater than 

temporary restrictions and requirements – remember, we have been entrusted with the 

Gospel of salvation – the oracles of God. Let’s not miss the Message! 

Each one of us is an ambassador of Christ who is called by God to use the gifts and 

abilities He has given us in an interdependent relationship with other followers of Christ 

– He calls it His Church. We must not allow the kingdom of darkness to entangle us 

again in darkness so that we become mired in peripheral matters and distract us from 

pointing people to Jesus Christ – the Bread of Life, the Living Water, the Light of the 

World. 

Conclusion 

Let me conclude by drawing your attention to  

John 9:4 (ESV) “4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night 

is coming, when no one can work.” 

What are the works of Him who sent Me? Because of the Father’s great love for the 

world, people like you and me, He sent His Son Jesus Christ to leave the glories of 

heaven to provide salvation to those who would believe in Him so that they would not 

perish but have everlasting life. (3.16). That is the work Jesus was obedient to and He 

has left us with a part to fulfill while it is yet day, for the night is coming.  

We must keep our eyes on Jesus the Author and Perfector of our faith as we live before 

the Community of Saints and the watching world.  
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