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John 15.1 – 27 

Last Sunday I began our study of John 15 and the metaphor of the vine and the branches. The 

roots of this metaphor are found in the Old Testament where Israel is called the vine. It is with 

that backdrop in mind that Jesus declared, “I AM the true vine” (John 15.1; also 15.5). However, 

unlike Israel who was rebellious and disobedient, Jesus fulfilled the role of the vine with 

impeccable obedience.  

Jesus’ abiding relationship with His Father was characterized by loving obedience to His Father 

and serves as the template for our relationship with Jesus. Just as Jesus’ love for His Father 

resulted in Him fulfilling His Father’s will, our love for Jesus will be shown through our obedience 

to Him. Jesus introduced the inseparable relationship between love for Him and obedience to 

Him in the previous chapter when He told His disciples He would send the Comforter – the Spirit 

of Truth. Those who love Jesus, desire to please Him! Obedience to Him is not grudgingly and 

dutifully given, but the natural and joyful response of a heart which embraces Jesus Christ. In 

John 15 Jesus emphasized abiding or remaining in Him. His abiding relationship with His Father 

also serves as the pattern for followers of Jesus to follow by abiding in Jesus. The result of an 

abiding relationship with Jesus is they will bear fruit – that is the goal – to bear fruit. It is 

important to note though, Jesus did not command His followers to bear fruit. Rather, He 

commanded them to abide in Him. 

The fruit that is borne is observable. John 15 identifies six signs of an abiding relationship with 

Jesus. The all-encompassing one and one to begin with is: 

1. Fruitfulness (15.2b, 4, 5, 8) 

If you wish, you can view the five which follow as a sub-category of fruitfulness, but how we 

categorize them is not critical. Fruitfulness surely encompasses the Fruit of the Spirit 

described in Galatians 5:22–23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”  

Since there is not much information in John’s Gospel detailing what fruitfulness looks like, it 

may be fair to conclude that fruitfulness is fairly broad in nature, including everything that 

results from knowing the Lord, all the things which are done in conformity with His will and 

for His glory. Fruitfulness is observed in two spheres. The first is fruit evident in a believer – 

those changes that appear as a result of having been saved and knowing the Lord. The 

second sphere is the impact or influence God’s children have on others. That is certainly seen 

when a believer is involved in the journey which results in someone embracing Jesus Christ as 

his or her Savior. It is also evident when fellow Christians use the gifts God has given them 
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and carry out the one-another commands of Scripture and care for, and come alongside of 

others as they navigate through life.  

Today we will turn our attention to the other signs of an abiding relationship with the Lord 

found in John 15, beginning with: 

2. Answered Prayer (15.7) 

John 15:7 (ESV) “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and 
it will be done for you. “ 

This echoes what Jesus had told His disciples just a short time earlier in John 14:13–14 (ESV), 
“Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If 
you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 

The assurance of answered prayer is a result of abiding in the Lord. Does this mean that Jesus 
is some sort of genie who will do whatever we wish? That is pretty much how some interpret 
these verses. However, when you consider these verses in their context you quickly conclude 
that key to determining what we should ask for, is an abiding relationship with Jesus. We 
are to pattern our relationship after that of Jesus and His Father where Jesus never 
functioned independent of His Father; He sought His Father’s will and then followed it. Thus, 
it is essential that we live in such close communion with Jesus that we seek to know His 
will, and if we know His will, then we can align our will with His will, which means that 
what we ask for is what He wants to give us, since it is His will. 

We can deduct from this, that answered prayer is aligned with God’s will. Thus, we ought to 
begin with a desire to know and understand what God’s will is so we might pray accordingly. 
We need to ask questions like: What does He want to accomplish in us or others? What are 
His priorities or goals in the situation? We are told “we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” (Eph 
2:10). Hence, it is important that we understand what that looks like in a general sense as 
well as the particulars. The starting place of course is the Bible where we find a great deal of 
insight concerning the will of God. Through the pages of Scripture, God tells us how He wants 
us to live – those attitudes and actions which He affirms and those we need to get rid of. God 
describes what we should and shouldn’t do. Psalm 119 highlights the importance of God’s 
wisdom in living in a manner that pleases the Lord. Among those verses is Psalm 119:33–34 
“Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes; and I will keep it to the end. Give me 
understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart.” In God’s word 
we can also uncover principles by which we can apply God’s will in a wide variety of 
circumstances. And we are fortunate that supplementing that is the Spirit of Truth Whom 
Jesus promised to give to all His followers, who comes alongside of us and illuminates God’s 
word for us and directs us in the application of it.  

Thus, praying effectively necessitates understanding God’s will and praying that His followers, 
who are His workmanship, are completing the works He has arranged for them and becoming 
all God envisions them to be. Psalm 37.4 tells us, “Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will 
give you the desires of your heart.” This verse does not mean that He will give us everything 
we decide on our own that we want, but rather, if we delight ourselves in the Lord, i.e., abide 
in Jesus, He will place His desires in us. Thus, His desires will become our desires. When we 
place the grid of God’s word over our prayers, we sometimes discover that some of our 
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prayers are rather self-centered and superficial and are directed at furthering our own 
agenda, or that of others, with little regard for God’s agenda, or what He wants to see 
happen. 

It is understandable that so many of our prayers focus on health issues and the obstacles 
people are facing. We should make the immediate concerns people encounter a matter of 
prayer. We should pray for God’s care and healing touch upon those with illnesses and 
diseases, as well as for His guidance and provision for those who are struggling with the 
challenges of life. But it should focus not just on God healing someone or solving the problem 
that is interfering with their journey through life so that they can get back to their normal 
routine, but without any impact of their relationship to the Lord. We ought to pray from a 
perspective of what God wants us or someone else to gain through their illness or dealing 
with whatever obstacle or difficulty they face. In some cases, the illness or obstacle may be 
specifically designed by God to get the person’s attention so they might turn to Him. Its 
purpose may be for them to grow or mature in some specific area, or to discover a particular 
promise or provision from God. Irrespective of the cause for an illness someone has or the 
challenge they are facing, while the enemy wants it to drive them from God, God wants it to 
be a stepping-stone of growth in their abiding relationship with Him. 

God warned His children, Israel, His vine, in the Old Testament, to walk with Him – He 
outlined for them what they should do and what they shouldn’t do. He told them about the 
abundance they would experience if they walked with Him and also warned them what 
would happen if they disregarded His commands. Sadly, they frequently chose to do that 
which was right in their own eyes, and they faced God’s discipline in very tangible ways, 
including illness, disease, and troubles in their daily lives. Thus, to have prayed that God 
would have given them good health and removed their troubles while overlooking their 
spiritual apostasy and disregard for worship of God and obedience to Him would have 
entirely circumvented their greatest need. What they really needed was for people to pray 
for them to repent and turn back to God who said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” (Deuteronomy 6:5). 

Or let us jump ahead to the New Testament. Consider the Prodigal Son for a moment. You 
remember the story recorded in Luke 15.10 ff. The young son demanded his inheritance from 
his father and set off to a far country where he quickly squandered all his wealth on reckless 
living. With all his money and newly found friends gone, he resorted to hiring himself out to 
work. Adding insult to injury, he found work for a pig farmer, where he cared for pigs which 
were detestable to Jews. He was given the task of feeding the pigs better food than he had 
for himself to eat. How should the young man’s father have prayed for him had he known 
what was going on? Might it have been to pray that the farmer would treat his hired hand 
more fairly and pay him better, or at the very least, feed him better? Or should he have 
prayed that the young man would become more resourceful, and God would guide Him to a 
better job? Should he have prayed God would remove the young man’s hardship? Had the 
father and other caring friends and relatives prayed that way and had God answered such a 
prayer, it would have entirely derailed God’s desire from unfolding. God sought that the 
young man would finally come to his senses, repent of his sin, and return to his father seeking 
forgiveness. Given the father constantly being on the lookout for the return of his wayward 
son, it is likely the father consistently prayed that his son would come to realize his folly and 
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return to the God he learned about in his youth. The father didn’t pray that God would ease 
the young man’s hardship, but that it would serve as a pathway back to God. 

There are times when we ask God to bless those who live in rebellion against Him, and we ask 
God to remove hardship they face, rather than praying that that hardship might cause them 
to come to their senses and turn to God before it is too late. I know God is gracious not only 
to those who care nothing about Him, but in many cases even to those who stand in 
opposition to Him. The truth is that God causes the sun to shine and the rain to fall on both 
the just as well as the unjust (Matt 5.45). Nevertheless, it is God’s desire that those who have 
not embraced Jesus and trusted in Him as Savior will hear the Gospel, believe it, and turn to 
Jesus Christ for their salvation. And for professing believers who are living with little regard 
for what God thinks, that they will abide in Jesus Christ by choosing to be obedient to Him. 
Quite simply, there are many who don’t know the Lord and as long as things go well, they are 
not about to think about the things of God. It is only through adversity that God may get their 
attention, and sadly, sometimes not even adversity breaks through their hardened hearts. 
Quite frankly, the same can be said about some who profess to know the Lord, but who give 
little evidence of it as they follow their self-directed lives. Praying that God would remove 
trials and struggles from them without addressing their spiritual needs is counterproductive; 
it entrenches their choices.  

Let us also remember that illnesses, trials, and struggles also happen to people who are 
committed to walk with the Lord and genuinely seek to please Him. Living in a fallen world 
means that none of us is immune to things which disrupt and threaten our lives. Some of the 
issues and trials some people face will remain to the end of their earthly journey. In every 
case though, God surely wants those who know Him and seek to walk with Him, to continue 
to mature and grow and learn more about Him and how to realize victory as they cope with 
their hardships. It is God’s desire that we not be static in our relationship with Him – not only 
when things are easy, but when they are tough and difficult – He wants us to be becoming 
more Christ-like.   

James 1:2–4 (ESV) 2Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 
3for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing.  

When we pray, we ought to pray that that will happen – that we and others will be becoming 
more complete in Jesus Christ. The key to answered prayer is an abiding relationship with 
Jesus Christ which will result in knowing and understanding His will for us and those around 
us. We can then pray, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Mat 6.10). 

We will not get through the remaining signs listed in John 15 today but let me touch on the 
third one which is tightly tied to Answered Prayer before I conclude with an example of how 
to pray when it isn’t so clear how we should pray. 

3. God is Glorified (15.8) 

John 15:7–8 (ESV) 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit 

and so prove to be my disciples.  
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It is important to keep the correct goal in the forefront of our minds as we journey through 
life and encounter struggles and difficulties, and discern how to pray and the path to walk on. 
The correct goal is that God might be glorified in and through us. It is one of the aspects of 
bearing fruit which is the unmistakeable evidence proving we are disciples of Jesus Christ.  

The first question in The Westminster Shorter Catechism is, “What is the chief end of man?” 
The very succinct answer given is, “Man’ s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for 
ever.”1 

Abiding in Christ glorifies God. 

Let me return to the topic of prayer and how we should pray. Sometimes we struggle with 

knowing how to pray because it is not clear what we should pray for. That often happens when 

people face issues in life which are out of synch with what we think should happen, or shouldn’t 

happen, like the senseless murder of 19 children and two of their teachers in Texas this past 

week. Don Carson in his book, The Farewell Discourse and Final Prayer of Jesus, shares when he 

and a ministry colleague of his gathered together weekly to pray some years ago. In the book he 

describes praying for a young woman. 

Diane was brought up on the wrong side of the tracks. She had no idea who her father was. 

Until her conversion at nursing school, she was coarse, crude—and frightened. Becoming a 

Christian made all the difference: she blossomed and flourished. Then, with two years 

behind her as a professional nurse, she was struck down with an acute kind of leukemia. The 

prognosis was death within six weeks to two months.  

Diane wrote me from her hospital bed one hundred twenty miles away, and her letter 

overflowed with bitterness, fear, self-pity, anger. What, then, should we pray for her? 

Should we pray, "Lord, bless Diane"? Sometimes that is the only prayer we can honestly 

pray; we don't know enough to pray more. Or should we pray, "Lord, take Diane home"? Or 

"Lord, heal her!"? We had no doubts the Lord could heal her; but neither of us was 

convinced that God was going to heal her. Whatever faith is, it is not churning up your 

stomach to believe something will happen that your head says will not happen.  

What to pray for? My colleague and I prayed for wisdom and turned to Scripture. We were 

both quite sure that Diane was a Christian; and we remembered the many promises to the 

effect that God will keep his own people. So, we prayed that God would honor his Word and 

fulfill his promises in Diane's case. We prayed this in Jesus' name, with perfect faith, because 

we knew this was in accord with his pledged Word.  

That was Monday night. Thursday, I received a letter from Diane, written on Tuesday. She 

said she had awakened with joy and found herself singing hymns. She had come to find rest, 

deep rest, in the Lord's perfect will; and she was looking forward to going home to be with 

Him, if that was what He wanted. Diane's letter suffused a deep love for and a resting faith in 

 
1 The Westminster Shorter Catechism: With Scripture Proofs, 3rd edition. (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos 
Research Systems, Inc., 1996). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wscatechism?ref=WestminsterShorterCatechism.Q+1&off=-11&ctx=%0a~Question+1%0a%0aWhat+is+the+chief+end+of+ma
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the Lord Jesus. She died a few weeks later, but not before she exercised a remarkable 

influence in that hospital where she worked, suffered, and died.  

The next Monday evening prayer time took on deeper significance than any prayer I had 

ever known before. For a start, we were full of thanksgiving.2 

Don Carson sums up his thoughts on abiding in the Lord and God’s promise to answer prayer this 

way, “But of this I am sure: the intimacy between the believer and Jesus Christ is an intimacy 

whose fruit is the result of prayer under Christ's Lordship. What is necessary, then, is an 

increasing knowledge of the Scriptures so that we may learn how to pray with confidence in 

Jesus' name.” 

 

May you be ministered to through the following song: 

Don Moen - I Need Thee Every Hour 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9S-vaK7_AE&ab_channel=danielvdkooi 

 

 

 
2 D. A. Carson, The Farewell Discourse and Final Prayer of Jesus (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1980), 109. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9S-vaK7_AE&ab_channel=danielvdkooi

