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John 15.18 – 16.4 

Jesus drew upon the metaphor of the vine and the branches to help us understand the nature of 

our relationship with Him. Throughout chapters 14 and 15 of John’s Gospel, Jesus emphasized His 

intimate relationship with His Father, an abiding relationship characterized by mutual love. It was 

Jesus’ unconditional love for His Father that compelled Him to always obey His Father and it 

culminated with Jesus laying down His life at the cross for sin. In Jesus’ words to His disciples, and 

us, He pointed to His relationship with His Father as a pattern, or template for His children to follow 

in their relationship with Him. 

Jesus, in the last of His seven I AM proclamations declared, “I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing” (John 15:5, (ESV)). It is readily apparent that an abiding relationship is indispensable for His 

followers to bear fruit. Just as Jesus exemplified in His relationship with His Father, obedience to His 

commands is central in an abiding relationship with Him. An abiding relationship with Jesus begins 

when a person repents of their sin and places their faith and trust in Jesus Christ for their salvation. 

Unless a person has been born-again and made spiritually alive, they cannot abide in Jesus for it 

would be like a branch not attached to the vine. Changed and transformed lives are only possible if 

a person is drawing life from the Vine – Jesus Christ.  

The Fruit of Abiding in Jesus 

John 15 lists 6 results, or fruit, of abiding in Jesus Christ, starting with the comprehensive category 

of fruitfulness. Fruitfulness is broad and includes anything that results from knowing the Lord and 

from doing things in conformity with His will. That fruitfulness is not only seen in our own lives as 

we mature and grow in our faith, but also in the lives we touch. Jesus went on to give some 

specific examples of bearing fruit beginning with Answered Prayer. Jesus said, “If you abide in me, 

and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” (15:7). Those who 

abide in Him will have a desire to know the Father’s will. As they seek to know and understand the 

Father’s will, they will align their will with the Father’s will and as they pray accordingly, the Father 

will answer those prayers since they mirror His own will. Since bearing fruit is supernatural in nature 

and dependent on an abiding relationship with Jesus Christ, in all cases it will Glorify God. “By this 

my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples” (15:8). Given Jesus’ 

many references to love and the importance of it throughout John’s Gospel, it is not surprising that 

Abounding Love is another by-product of abiding in Him, “9As the Father has loved me, so have I 

loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 

have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love” (15:9–10). So important is Abounding 

Love that Jesus said it is an indispensable evidence of a genuine Christian. 
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Just as Jesus seeks to share His love with His followers, so too He shares His joy with them; He wants 

them to not just have joy, but Fullness of Joy. Jesus shares His joy whenever an individual obeys 

God’s word. Thus, the step of obedience which underpins our joy is embracing Jesus Christ as 

Saviour and Lord. A new follower of Jesus Christ is introduced to an unfathomable reservoir of joy 

which transcends this world. Fullness of Joy emerges from every step of obedience a follower of 

Jesus takes as they mature and become Christ-like but also when others come to faith in Christ and 

walk with the Lord and obey His commandments.  

The Opposition of the World 

The sixth result, or by-product, of an abiding relationship with Jesus stands in sharp contrast with 

the others – Opposition. The first five are appealing and desirable, but most of us try to avoid 

opposition. Jesus said,  

John 15:18–19 (ESV) 18“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 
19If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the 

world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  

The hatred of the world towards Christians differs dramatically from the response of fellow 

believers who love, affirm, support, encourage, and care for one another. Followers of Jesus Christ 

are part of His Church where they participate in an interdependent relationship with one another 

for their mutual growth. But that is not the case when believers encounter the world. 

The term, world, as used here is not referring to the planet, but rather refers to unsaved people 

living on the planet, people who have not embraced Jesus as their Savior and Lord. Paul reminded 

the believers in Ephesus, 

Ephesians 2:1–3 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, 

following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 

now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3among whom we all once lived in the passions of 

our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 

wrath, like the rest of mankind.  

Not just the believers in Ephesus but believers everywhere formerly were part of the world. And the 

characteristics Paul drew to their attention remain true of all unbelievers. The world consists of 

those who live by the world’s values which originate from satan himself. 

The term hate which is consistently translated hate in the dozen or so Bible versions and 

paraphrases I checked, means just that, to hate, detest, despise, have ill-will towards others. It is the 

opposite of affirming, supporting, or agreeing with another. Jesus said rather than the world coming 

alongside those who abide in Him, the world will stand in opposition to them. 

Perhaps a comment is warranted on the word if as used in this sentence. It does not mean it is only 

a possibility that believers may face the hatred of the world. Rather the grammatical structure of 

the conditional clause in Greek makes it clear that the world will hate those who abide in Jesus. 

Thus, it could be rendered, “If the world hates you, and it will hate you.”  
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Reasons Why the World Hates Jesus and His Followers 

1. Christians Are Not Part of the World 

Jesus gave the reason why the world hates His disciples, “If you were of the world, the world 

would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 

world, therefore the world hates you” (15:19). Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, focused on 

the change in citizenship experienced when someone becomes a follower of Jesus Christ. He 

introduced the many blessings a person experiences when they are saved with the statement, 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places” (Eph 1:3). When saved, a person becomes a part of 

God’s Kingdom and a citizen of heaven. While they continue to temporarily reside on earth, they 

no longer are part of the world, for they carry the Passport of heaven. 

Thus, followers of Jesus Christ after having been born-again into His Kingdom, have an allegiance 

to God and His values rather than to the world and its values. No longer do Christians derive 

their beliefs, priorities, and passions from the world, but their desire is to please God. That does 

not mean the world will never treat born-again Christians cordially and will always display open 

hostility against them. However, that hatred and opposition will quickly become evident when 

the beliefs and allegiances of Christians come to the forefront and conflict with those of the 

world. 

Jesus drew attention to the world’s opposition so that when it happens, and it will happen, His 

followers will not be shocked and traumatized by it. To that end Jesus pointed out that the 

world hated Him (15.18); the culmination of that hatred was their crucifixion of Him. Therefore, 

the world’s hatred of Jesus spills over to hatred of His followers who identify with Him and His 

Name (15.21). It is true a large number of those who comprise the world do profess a belief in 

god; however, it is not the God of the Bible. Jesus said, “they do not know him Who sent me” 

(15:21). The God of the Bible sent His Son Jesus Christ to provide redemption to the world. 

Hence, when people claim they believe in the same God as Christians do, the question to ask is, 

“Did the God you believe in send His Son Jesus Christ, Who is equal in every way with God, to 

come to earth to die for people’s sins and offer redemption to them?” God’s Son is the One 

Who declared, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me” (14:6). It is Jesus’ claim of exclusivity of salvation that raises the ire of the world. It 

is not so much His claim that people can be saved by believing in Him, as much as His claim that 

He is the only means of salvation. It is then that the world’s claim to be tolerant of an endless 

diversity of views becomes intolerant of the beliefs of those who abide in Christ. 

Let us not be mistaken that the ruler of this world is none other than satan himself. Just a few 

minutes earlier in Jesus’ final words to His disciples He referred to satan, who in only a matter of 

hours would be a defeated foe; Jesus noted, the ruler of this world is coming (Joh 14.30). In the 

passage from Ephesians 2 which I quoted above, Paul referred to satan as the prince of the 

power of the air (Eph 2.2). While satan functions under the sovereignty of God, he nevertheless 

is granted considerable freedom in the exercise of his agenda of evil. His goal is to defeat 
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followers of Christ and render them ineffective. The clash between the Kingdom of the true God 

and the kingdom of darkness is evident in Paul’s words to the believers at Colossae, “He has 

delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Col 1:13–14). Those of Christ’s Kingdom 

and those in the world cannot harmoniously coexist – they are mutually exclusive from one 

another. John assessed it this way, “We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in 

the power of the evil one” (1 John 5:19). Quite simply, the world opposes and hates followers of 

Christ because while they are residents in the world, they actually are outsiders – they are from 

away. 

2. The World’s Sinfulness is Exposed 

The world not only hates followers of Christ because of their association and identification with 

Him, but they also hate Him and His followers because they expose the world’s sinfulness. Jesus 

said of them: 

John 15:22–24 (ESV) 22If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been 

guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23Whoever hates me hates my 

Father also. 24If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would not 

be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father.  

Do not misinterpret what Jesus said. He was not suggesting that the world would have been 

sinless had He not come to earth; that He was the cause of their sin. It was because the world 

was lost in sin from the moment Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden that God 

the Father initiated His plan of redemption. Prior to Jesus’ incarnation, the world had the Law of 

God to declare they were sinners. However, even in the absence of the Law they had the sense 

of right and wrong which God had innately places in every human being, hence all who reject 

God and His Son are without excuse (Rom 1.18-20; 2.12-16). When Jesus came to earth He 

validated everything God has said in His word and exposed the world’s sin. Throughout Jesus’ 

earthly ministry the opposition to Him intensified as He progressively revealed the sinfulness of 

His opponents. His righteousness and obedience to His Father served to highlight their sin and 

their rejection of His Father. 

Similarly, followers of Jesus as they hold to biblical values and lead lives of righteousness also 

expose the world’s sin. The world not only wants followers of Christ to be tolerant of their 

beliefs and behaviour, but wants Christians to endorse and approve of their beliefs and 

behaviour. Since genuine followers of Christ will not do that, the world hates them. 

There is a third reason why the world hates both Jesus and His followers: 
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3. They Hated Without a Cause  

Hating Jesus and His followers is in fulfillment of Scripture. “But the word that is written in their 

Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’” (John 15:25). 

Saul when confronting Elymas the magician at Paphos, said to him, “You son of the devil, you 

enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the 

straight paths of the Lord?” (Acts 13:10). Elymas, like the devil himself, was an enemy of 

righteousness. The world continues to follow the lead of their master, satan, and follows the 

course of opposition to righteousness and hates those who advocate or represent 

righteousness. 

The Hatred of the World 

In North America where many of the founders of Canada and the United States were Christians, or 

who at least by and large held to Christian values, the clash between the world and believers has 

been much more muted for most of our history than in many other regions of the world. In 

countries like North Korea or China where they deny God and the leaders of those countries seek 

the position rightfully belonging only to God, they aggressively persecute followers of Christ and try 

to eradicate them. Any semblance of a Church and Christian activities, something which we take for 

granted, are targeted. The hatred of the world towards believers is aggressive and unrelenting not 

only in China and North Korea but in many other countries as well. 

In Muslim dominated countries while they do not reject the existence of God, they nevertheless 

unleash their hatred against those who believe in the God of the Bible Who sent His Son Jesus Christ 

to provide redemption. They refuse to tolerate those who believe Jesus Christ is not only a Prophet, 

but He is God and is alone worthy of our worship. One only needs to examine the pages of history to 

observe the eradication of Christians in Muslim dominated countries. Right now, since the Taliban 

has regained control of Afghanistan, it is happening there. Afghanistan has risen to the top of the 

list of countries where it is most dangerous to be a Christian. 

One of the ministries Beverley and I pray for each day is Open Doors which was started by a man 

who became known as Brother Andrew who began by smuggling Bibles and Christian literature into 

countries opposed to Christianity. Each day we pray for the ministry and usually an individual or a 

family who is persecuted for their faith in Jesus Christ. It is often someone who has been imprisoned 

or violently rejected by his or her family. Among them are people who have been beaten and 

tortured, often family members have threatened to kill them because of their faith and they have 

fled. One cannot help but grieve over the price Christians are paying around the world for naming 

the Name of Jesus Christ. Believers who are willing to risk everything, including their lives to get a 

Bible, or to gather with fellow believers to worship God together, study His word, and support one 

another. At the same time in the parts of the world where Christians can freely possess a Bible and 

gather with others for worship of God – the most important function of Christians – many dismiss 

the opportunity. The ongoing hatred of the world against Christians today is well documented and 

may exceed the persecution of the Church in the first 300 years. The top 10 in 2022 are: 
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Afghanistan, North Korea, Somalia, Libya, Yemen, Eritrea, Nigeria, Pakistan, Iran, and India. Last year 

it is reported 5,898 Christians were killed for their faith, 5,110 Churches were attacked, and 6,175 

Christians were detained.1 

Perhaps, what is going on in countries where the hatred of the world against Christians is 

unmistakeable, is an indictment of Christians living in countries where there is an absence of 

physical persecution. It may be evidence the Church is not very distinct from the world – professing 

Christians who have been assimilated into the world and adopted very similar values, priorities, and 

practices of the world. For all too many who would check off the box next to Christian on a survey 

form, there is not enough evidence to convict them that it is true. Sadly, for all too many their 

behaviour differs little from the world. 

However, in places like the USA and Canada hatred for those who lead lives of righteousness and 

uphold Biblical truth does exist, even if it generally is less apparent. It often takes very little to 

expose that hatred; all one needs to do is hold to a position that differs from one which has been 

adopted as a key tenant of the world.  

One place where the implications are enormous is on the topic of creation. Despite the 

unmistakable evidence of the presence of God in creation, the world has been able to almost 

extinguish any belief that God had anything whatsoever to do with creation, let alone that He was 

the One who came up with the idea and is totally responsible for all creation. The belief that God 

did it in six literal days just like the Bible says He did, has almost been eradicated by the world. For 

the shrinking number who are bold enough to advocate that He did, the scientific community will 

vilify him or her into obscurity. So aggressive is the hatred of the world towards God being the 

Author of creation in six literal days, that in an effort to look respectable to the scientific 

community, a group of professing Christians capitulated and created an organization called 

BioLogos which has marginalized the Biblical account of creation, the distinctiveness of Adam and 

Eve as the sole parents of humanity, the Fall, the universal flood of Noah, and so on. Today the 

theory of evolution, which is just that, a theory, is taught as fact not only in all secular institutions, 

but in many claiming to be Christian.  

Challenge the position of the world on the topic of origins, or that sin is the number one problem 

facing humankind and that people need to be saved from their sins, and you can expect to be 

shouted down. Those who herald their right to be heard and the value of free speech will not 

hesitate to deny the right to you. 

Or dare to raise the Biblical view of sexuality. Basics like, “So God created man in his own image, in 

the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” (Gen 1:27). Or “Therefore a 

man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one 

flesh.” (Gen 2:24). Uphold the Biblical position that God has exclusively ordained sexual intimacy for 

a man and woman married to each other, and one will unleash the hatred of the world. Let me 

make it clear that we should treat all people with respect and dignity irrespective of their views on 

 
1 https://www.opendoors.org/en-US/persecution/countries/ 
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sexuality, religious belief, and so on. We should uphold the rights of others to express their views 

and to choose how they will live; however, that does not mean we need to agree with their beliefs 

or choices, nor that God affirms their choices because He gives them liberty to exercise them. 

Tolerance, unlike the view held by all too many, means that we will allow others to express their 

views, and they will also allow us to express our views. However, that does not mean we must agree 

with them. Sadly, in many jurisdictions, whether a political leader marches or doesn’t march in a 

Gay Pride Parade has become a litmus test of their eligibility and acceptability for office.  

A current topic that clearly illustrates the hatred of the world against righteousness and Christians 

who advocate for it, is abortion which has been brought to the forefront by the anticipated USA 

Supreme Court ruling on Roe versus Wade. In Canada one cannot publicly reject abortion without 

being vilified by the press and the majority of politicians in our country. Since the Supreme Court of 

Canada ruled in 1988 that the 1969 abortion law violated the Canadian Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms and exonerated Henry Morgentaler, we have no abortion law whatsoever. Our country 

has degenerated so far in their understanding of Biblical truth that Henry Morgentaler was honored 

for his contribution to abortion by being given the Order of Canada in 2008. Abortions can now take 

place in Canada for any reason and at any time until the birth of the baby and nearly 100,000 are 

reported each year. One can readily agree that all people, male or female should have the right to 

health care. However, the carefully crafted declaration that women should have the right to do with 

their bodies as they choose and have control over their reproductive health, as our Prime Minster 

states, ignores just one very important fact, the right of the unborn fetus who is another human 

created in the image of God. What about his or her rights? When one defends the rights of the 

unborn, they will face the hatred of the world! 

Responding to the Hatred of the World 

Jesus counseled His immediate disciples, and us, so that we are not surprised nor traumatized when 

we observe and face the opposition of the world. Remember who stands behind it all, Peter wrote, 

“Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8). Let us follow the counsel of John when he said, “Little children, 

you are from God and have overcome them [those in the world], for he who is in you is greater than 

he who is in the world.” (1 John 4:4). Jesus appeals to us to not turn our backs on Him when we face 

the world’s opposition and abandon our walk with Him or choose the route of compromise and 

blend into the world by accepting its beliefs, values, and priorities. Jesus said, “I have said all these 

things to you to keep you from falling away.” (John 16:1). We are residents on earth, but citizens of 

heaven. May we choose to abide in Jesus Christ with greater conviction and determination and may 

our love for Him motivate us to obey His commands, especially when it is difficult and costly to do 

so. Let us resolve to not let anything hold us back from walking with our God. Instead, may we 

“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of 

your faith produces steadfastness.” (James 1:2–3). 

O Church Arise (Arise, Shine)  Keith & Kristyn Getty - ft. Chris Tomlin 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A98YQHG8tLY&ab_channel=GettyMusicVEVO 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A98YQHG8tLY&ab_channel=GettyMusicVEVO

