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John 17.1 – 5  

During the past several weeks young people have graduated from universities, colleges, and 

other educational institutions, and during the past week grade 12 students from across our 

country have followed. For some, graduation represents the beginning of a career, but for most 

grade 12 graduates it represents the conclusion of one chapter of learning and the launching of 

another. When considering careers and the direction to pursue with our lives, a question not just 

for graduates to ask, but all of us, is “What is the longing of my heart?” Let me expand on that 

question with some related ones, “What do you most want to accomplish? What is it in the depth 

of your heart that propels you forward? What do you want to invest your life in?” The longing of 

our heart overshadows and guides the direction of our lives. Whether your graduation was 

decades ago or much more recent, or you are somewhere in-between, the question, “What is the 

longing of your heart?” is relevant.   

The Longing of Jesus’ Heart 

There is a thread woven throughout the Gospel of John; it is Jesus’ unwavering commitment to 

fulfilling the mission His Father set before Him. Nothing deviated Him from it. At times it may not 

have appeared to be at the forefront of His life, perhaps when as a child He played with His half-

brothers and half-sisters. The first visible evidence that there was a much larger dimension to the 

direction of Jesus’ life was at age 12, when along with His parents He visited the Temple on the 

Feast of the Passover and stayed behind to interact with the teachers in the Temple (Luke 2.41-

52). However, when Jesus began His public ministry His overarching resolve to complete His 

Father’s will is unmistakable.  

When Jesus gathered for the final time with His disciples before the cross, the completion of His 

Father’s mission was at hand – it loomed before Him. After giving some last-minute instructions 

to His disciples, they left the room where they had eaten the Passover meal and went outside. 

John 17 picks up the account by telling us, “When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his 

eyes to heaven, and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify 

you’” (John 17:1). In His prayer recorded in John 17 which is labelled by most, Jesus’ High Priestly 

Prayer, but more correctly called the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus prayed first for Himself, then for His 

immediate disciples, and finally for all those who would later come to faith in Him.  

Jesus left no doubt about the longing of His heart when He prayed, “Father, the hour has come; 

glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you.” Despite the imminent horror of the cross, Jesus 

would not let that deter Him from following the longing of His heart, to glorify His Father. One 

would not normally think something so gruesome, so violent, so horrific, so barbaric, something 

reserved for the most despised and rejected, would be the means to glorify God, but it was. The 
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cross completed God’s redemption plan – it was, and is, the only means by which people’s sins 

can be forgiven and people can receive eternal life. Lest there be any doubt, eternal life is 

defined for us: “And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent” (17:3). Eternal life is to know the everlasting Father and His Son Jesus 

Christ – the eternal and one and only true God. Not merely to know about God, or acknowledge 

His existence, but to personally know Him – to abide in Him. The relationship apparent in 

Scripture is not some distant or superficial one, or some formal agreement entered into through 

some religious ceremony, but which has little to do with the fabric of our lives, rather it is one 

which is intimate and personal and enduring. 

God’s Plan For Us 

The Bible makes it clear that the hope to which we are called is to be Christ-like in character. We 

are to be imitators of God (Eph 5.1). Rather than be squeezed into the world’s mold, we are to be 

conformed to the image of God’s Son (Rom 8.29). We have been personally chosen by God to be 

holy and blameless before Him (Eph 1.4). Those are lofty goals God has for us! Many followers of 

Christ have chosen as their life verse, the Lord’s promise which Jeremiah relayed to the Jewish 

exiles in Babylon, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV84)). Along the same lines is the truth 

found in Ephesians 2.10, “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” In contrast to those who think 

they are to independently choose what they want to do with their lives, God makes it clear that 

He has a plan for each of us. Much of that plan is common for all followers of Christ and is 

apparent in Scripture; however, within that overall plan are details that are specific to us. It is a 

plan tailor made to suit each of us, and only us. If we seek, as best as we can, to understand and 

follow what the will of the Lord is, we will undoubtedly honor God, and additionally, it will be for 

our good. Or said another way, it glorifies God. John Piper has succinctly said, “God is most 

glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.”1  

What Is The Longing of Your Heart? 

Thus, the longing of our heart, whether we have recently graduated from an educational 

program, or we are in the last phase of our earthly journey, is very easy to determine; it ought to 

be to glorify God. It is a longing, that if followed, will not only manifest God and His glory as He 

works in us and through us, but will also be in our best interest. Glorifying God, which is the 

result of understanding what the Lord’s will is, and following it, is not intended though to be 

something we merely do, like choices dutifully and sometimes grudgingly followed, but rather 

our God-honoring choices are to flow from who we are. They are to emerge from an intimate 

relationship with Jesus Christ in Whom we are fully satisfied. The longing of our hearts resides in 

the depth of our being, it is in the recesses of our minds, it becomes part of who we are, it is our 

spiritual DNA. It is embodied in the exhortation of Moses when he said to God’s people, “You 

 
1 John Piper, Future Grace (Sisters, Oregon: Multnomah Publishing Inc., 1995), 7. 
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shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might” 

(Deut 6:5).  

That does not mean everyone should be a pastor or missionary or be engaged full-time in some 

Christian ministry, but it does mean that whatever career path God directs one to, it needs to be 

carried out within the context of knowing the God Who is eternal and seeking to understand and 

follow His specific will. Remember, of the 12 tribes of Israel, it was only the tribe of Levi that was 

assigned to a career consisting of responsibility for the Tabernacle and later the Temple, and 

ministry among the people. The other tribes had careers shepherding sheep, looking after cattle, 

growing grain, tending vineyards, raising families, and so on. They were to carry out those tasks 

within the framework of loving the Lord their God with all their hearts and with all their souls and 

with all their might.  

Whether a person embraced Jesus as their Saviour as a young child, or not until decades later as 

a senior, they are called to make their life count as much as they possibly can. Live each day from 

the vantage point of glorifying the Lord. May that be the longing of your heart! When that is the 

case, we will consider how all our choices fit into His plan and we will be receptive to what He 

wants us to say or do.  

When the longing of our hearts is to glorify God, we will try to govern our lives by God’s truth. His 

truth will shape our moral compass enable us to discern right from wrong. His truth will uncover 

what is pleasing to the Lord and what is not. His truth will guide us in our conversations and be 

the grid to determine what is helpful and what fosters growth among those who listen and what 

tears down and destroys. When the longing of our heart is to glorify God, it provides valuable 

insight into discerning how to use the 3 - T’s God entrusts to us – time, talents, and treasures. It 

is the longing of our hearts to glorify God that directs us into how we should invest the most 

valuable commodity God has given us – our life, of which we have only one. We do not get any 

retakes or opportunities to go back and redo our choices and decisions we have made. None of 

us is able to turn the hands on the clock backwards. 

Dr. Arnold Cook, a former missionary, and a former professor of mine in seminary, and a former 

president of our denomination, implored people to make their MIFG – their Maximum Impact 

for God. In later years he modified it to MIFGG – make your Maximum Impact For God’s Glory. 

Let me echo that exhortation – that no matter your age or your career or where you are today, 

make it your ambition to make your Maximum Impact For God’s Glory. Let it shape the longing 

of your heart!  

May the longing of your heart to glorify God motivate you to seek opportunities to impact the 

Community of Saints and the Watching World in a positive manner. Resolve to live with integrity 

and stand for truth. Know what God wants you to believe – and believe it! It is easy to do so 

when surrounded by like-minded folk, but it is far more important, and usually more difficult, to 

do so when surrounded by the world who hates what you believe, and hates you for believing it. 

Let the longing of our hearts to glorify God direct all our choices, not just when others are 

looking or when it is easy, but when no one but God is looking and especially when it is difficult 
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to follow God’s direction. Most of you have probably made the same discovery I have, that we 

learn far more about ourselves and others, by what we do, or how we react, in a moment of 

crisis, or when facing adversity and disappointment, or when the choice God directs us to take is 

costly, or when we think no one is looking, than when things are going fine and unfolding 

according to our plans. Often, far more is discovered in a moment of adversity than in a month of 

ease. Many have observed it is far more difficult to choose between good, better, and best, than 

it is to choose between something which is clearly evil and that which is clearly righteous. 

Let us remember too that the most powerful message we communicate to our families, friends, 

acquaintances, and complete strangers, is through our example. Our choices reveal the longings 

of our hearts and what we really believe.  

Conclusion 

Jesus was driven by His love for His Father and an unwavering desire to fulfill His Father’s 

mission. In so doing He was glorified, and He glorified His Father through the agony of the cross. 

It is through the cross of Christ that God’s plan for each of us is shaped. May the example of 

Christ also serve to form the longing of our hearts to glorify God. 

 

My Worth Is Not in What I Own – Fernando Ortega 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05jKxv8ApuI&ab_channel=GettyMusicVEVO 
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