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John 17.6 – 26  

How would you pray for someone if you knew it was the last opportunity you would have to pray 

for them? What would you pray for? John 17 is a record of Jesus’ final prayer with His disciples. 

Following this prayer, Jesus prayed privately, and immediately following that He was arrested. 

From His prayer we gain a good deal of insight into Jesus’ final concerns for His disciples and 

those who would later place their faith and trust in Him for salvation. Not only was it Jesus’ 

desire that He would glorify His Father by laying down His life at the cross, but His desire was, 

and is, that all His followers would follow His example and that the longing of their hearts would 

also be to glorify God.  

Jesus had manifested His Father to those whom His Father had given Him; He had done so by 

giving them the words His Father had given Him (17.6). They had received that truth, recognizing 

that He and His Father were one (17.7-8). Glorifying His Father through the cross made it 

possible for Jesus to give eternal life to His followers. Eternal life consists of personally knowing 

God – not just acknowledging God, or knowing about Him, but an intimate, personal, and abiding 

relationship with God (17.2-3). 

Let me make several comments about prayer in general before we delve into the contents of 

Jesus’ prayer. 

1. This prayer is one where others listened as someone else prayed, in this case as Jesus 

prayed to His Father. There are other similar prayers in the Bible – many of the Psalms are 

records of someone praying, usually David, and as we read those Psalms, we listen, as it 

were, to those prayers directed to the Father. In so doing we gain insight into how to 

pray. 

2. On other occasions when prayers are made in group settings our role is not limited to 

only listening while someone else prays. Rather, our role is a participant in those prayers; 

we align our thoughts with the one voicing the prayer to God on our behalf and all others 

in the group. Instead of viewing different people in a group taking their turns at praying 

while we listen and we perhaps spend the time thinking about what we will pray for when 

it is our turn, or worse, allow our minds to wander off, we need to revise our 

understanding of what is happening. Think of it this way, the person who is audibly 

voicing a prayer is the designated spokesperson on behalf of those who usually remain 

silent, but who whole-heartedly endorse the prayer. In a more liberated group, there may 

be hearty Amens voiced among the group as people add their affirmation. It is common 

to refer to the person who is praying aloud as “leading us in prayer.” One such example is 
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when someone is designated to pray before a meal, that person voices the combined 

thanks of those at the table. 

When you embrace the perception that one person is praying on behalf of a gathered 

group, it is appropriate to change our personal pronoun from, “I pray,“ to “We pray,“ i.e., 

these are the prayers and words of praise offered by the entire body of believers.  

In the pastoral prayer each Sunday I picture all of us gathered around God’s throne of 

grace, and I am the one designated to voice our collective praise and petition to our God. 

It is not simply me praying and you listening, but it is an expression of our combined 

hearts. Such is also the case when worship leaders pray on our behalf.  

For some, this little insight on how to understand public prayer, whether in a Church 

worship service, or when praying with your spouse, or in a prayer meeting may enhance 

your perception of prayer and your role in it. I recall decades ago when one of the District 

Superintendents I served under shared this truth with me. 

3. When Jesus prayed for His immediate disciples, and certainly when He prayed for future 

generations of believers, He envisioned His prayers would be answered and those whom 

He prayed for would share the Gospel with successive generations who would embrace 

Jesus as their Savior and the Church would grow and advance. 

4. While Jesus prayed for individuals, He did not view them in isolation from others, but 

collectively, among fellow believers, namely in the context of local Church bodies. The 

practice of individual believers functioning as part of a larger body is woven throughout 

the New Testament Church. Even when a believer was isolated from the Church, for 

example, through imprisonment, the bond with the body of believers continued as fellow 

believers interceded and provided care. The norm, wherever it is possible, is for a 

follower of Christ to be actively involved with fellow believers. 

5. It should be an encouragement to all of us that Jesus prayed specifically for each of us 

when He voiced this prayer to His Father. Note verse 20, “I do not ask for these only, but 

also for those who will believe in me through their word.” Everyone who has believed in 

Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and made Him Lord of their lives is included in His 

prayer. 

For there to be successive generations of believers, it meant His disciples would effectively share 

the Gospel with the next generation who in turn would share it with the next, and so on. 

Successfully doing so would require followers of Christ to be witnesses of salvation through Jesus 

Christ to the world. Jesus addressed two critical areas where supernatural intervention was 

necessary for His followers to not only live victoriously, but also to be effective in communicating 

the Gospel to the watching world. The first of which is: 
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That They May Be One (John 17.6, 11, 14-15, 21-23) 

Unity among followers of Christ is critical for their individual health, the health of the Church, and 

for effectiveness in ministry. When praying for His immediate disciples, Jesus asked His Father, 

“Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as 

we are one.” (17:11). While Jesus was present with them, He watched over them and protected 

them, a task that He asked His Father to fulfill when He was gone. 

Notice Jesus did not ask that they become one, rather that they would be what they in fact were, 

one. They already were one by virtue of their relationship to Him. While they continued to live 

in the world, they were no longer a part of the world (17.6, 11, 14-15); their identity was tied to 

Jesus. The oneness between Jesus and His Father was to be mirrored not only between His 

disciples and Him, but also between each another. No longer were they part of the world; they 

were a member of the family of God – they were His children. Jesus envisioned the oneness He 

sought for His immediate disciples to be experienced by successive generations of believers 

when He said, “that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 

also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” (17:21). An intrinsic 

relationship exists between every believer and God who indwells them by means of the Holy 

Spirit. It is that relationship of oneness that is to be apparent among fellow followers of Christ.  

Paul pointed out the oneness that is inherent in the body of believers when he wrote to the 

believers in Ephesus,  

Ephesians 4:4–6 (ESV) 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one 

hope that belongs to your call— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of 

all, who is over all and through all and in all.  

That is the status of every genuine follower of Jesus Christ; an identity which was initiated when 

a person believed the Gospel and they were born-again, regenerated, and made alive spiritually. 

However, despite the inherent oneness of all believers, realizing that oneness in practice is 

threatened in two ways.  

1. Unity is Threatened by Discord, Division, and Dissension 

Division and discord quickly surfaced in the New Testament Church. A vivid example was the 

Church in Corinth. Factionalism had developed as evident in, 

1 Corinthians 1:10–12 (ESV) 10I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 

united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11For it has been reported to me by 

Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12What I mean is that 

each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I 

follow Christ.”  

That was not the only place where there was discord. They overlooked sexual immorality, 

launched lawsuits against one another, there was dissension over social practices, wives 
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rebelled against their husband’s leadership, they had lost sight of the meaning of the Lord’s 

Supper, and there was plenty of conflict over spiritual gifts, to name only a few of the issues 

they faced. We need to apprreciate that generally the believers in each of the Churches 

mentioned in the New Testament were relatively new believers who brought with them 

many of the beliefs and practices of the world. Thus, the counsel of Paul to the believers in 

Ephesus, which could be applied to all Churches, is to no longer walk as the Gentiles do in the 

futility of their minds (Eph 4.17). They needed to align their practice with God’s standard of 

righteousness and holiness. They needed to put off the old self and put on the new self. Paul 

raised some specific practices to address, for example, telling the truth rather than lying, 

working rather than stealing from others, refining their conversation so that what they said 

built people up rather than tear them down. He added a list of things to put away, “Let all 

bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all 

malice.” (Eph 4:31). These are just some of the behaviours and practices that undermine 

unity and a sense of oneness among believers. They are destructive and raise their ugly heads 

in a variety of situations.  

Often discord, division, and dissension result from people being self-focused rather than 

other-person focused. Disunity can result from an insistence by a person to have his or her 

own way without consideration of others. Another is a rejection of authority, a refusal to 

submit to those who provide oversight and leadership. Unity is threatened when conflict 

occurs, which it will, and rather than work on resolution, issues are entrenched and left 

unresolved. No wonder Jesus prayed that His followers would be one. In contrast to all the 

practices and attitudes which threaten unity, God’s inspired Word tells us how to foster 

oneness,  

Colossians 3:12–14 (ESV) 12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 

compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13bearing with one 

another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord 

has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which 

binds everything together in perfect harmony.  

These are the qualities, attitudes, and actions, which generate oneness among God’s people 

– His body – the Church. Jesus’ prayer is that we might be one. And remember, while Jesus 

prayed for people individually, He viewed them in the context of their relationship to one 

another as a part of His Church. 

The second way a sense of oneness is threatened is, 

2. Unity is Threatened by Apathy, Complacency, and Indifference 

When Jesus prayed for His immediate disciples and for successive generations of believers, 

He did not ask His Father to take them out of the world, “I do not ask that you take them out 

of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.” (John 17:15). It was of course 

essential for them to remain and live amid the world because they had been entrusted by 
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Jesus to do greater things than Him. They were to declare the victory Jesus achieved at 

Calvary when He paid the penalty for people’s sin so that those who heard the Gospel and 

believed in Jesus could escape the horrors of hell and receive the gift of eternal life – the 

privilege of knowing God. While the world would hate and oppose Jesus’ followers, 

nevertheless, among the world would be ones who would be convicted of their sin, their 

inability to deal with their sins on their own, and their impending judgement, and who would 

embrace Jesus’ offer of salvation.  

The task would demand the cooperative effort of believers to be effective in ministry and to 

care for those who came to faith in Jesus. It was for that purpose Jesus instituted His Church 

– His body. He designed it as a hub for the welfare of His children and from which ministry to 

the world would be launched. Accomplishing that necessitates common values, purpose, 

and vision among fellow believers. That was what made the early Church effective despite 

the tremendous hardship they faced. It has also characterized periods of spiritual maturity 

and growth by the Church in the centuries which have followed.  

The passions of the infant Church are delineated in Acts 2 on the Day of Pentecost when 

Jesus fulfilled His promise to send the Holy Spirit to indwell His followers. We are told in Acts 

2:42 “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers.” The four Core Values of the Church evident in this verse 

can be summed up this way, they were committed to: 

a) The Word of God (The Scriptures) – they had an unwavering commitment to the 

authoritative, inerrant, and inspired Word of God.  

b) The People of God (The Church) – they were committed to one another. They 

recognized their survival and effectiveness necessitated being integrated into the 

interdependent relationships found in Christ’s body – His Church. 

c) The Son of God (Jesus Christ and His Gospel of Salvation) – they knew He was the 

way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Him (Joh 

14.6). It was, and is, the only hope for the lost and dying world.  

d) The Enablement of God (As evident through prayer) – they also knew that apart from 

the supernatural intervention of God they would not survive, and no one would be 

saved. 

These Core Values give clarity to God’s will for us individually and collectively as the Church. They 

flow from the hearts of those who passionately sought to glorify God, no matter the personal 

cost. If we have oneness of resolve on these four Core Values which characterized the early 

Church, not only will the Community of Saints who make up the Church be strong, but they will 

impact the Watching World. 

Jesus prayed that His followers would be one – a critical area where supernatural intervention 

was necessary for His followers to not only live victoriously, but also to be effective in 

communicating the Gospel to the watching world. A second critical area Jesus prayed for was:  
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For Their Protection (John 17.11, 15) 

Jesus’ followers would remain behind, living in the world which He had already told them would 

hate them. Not only were they to live in that hostile environment, but they were to reach out to 

the world with the Gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ which required telling their 

opponents they were lost in sin and needed Jesus Christ as their Savior, the One Whom the 

world despises. There was good reason for Jesus to pray that His Father would supernaturally 

intervene and protect His followers. Apart from supernatural protection, followers of Christ 

would not survive, let alone succeed in seeing some of those who were dead in sin place their 

faith and trust in Jesus Christ. Jesus was passionate when He prayed, Holy Father keep them in 

Your Name (Joh 17.11).  

While we live in relative safety and peace in our part of the world, make no mistake, we too need 

God to supernaturally intervene and keep us in His Name as well. It is often the case where the 

threat is very visible, as was the case in the first three centuries of the Church and is the case in 

many countries of the world today, that followers of Christ recognize it and stand steadfast 

against it, while when the threat is more obscured and subtle, followers of Christ fail to recognize 

it for what it is and allow it to immobilize and paralyse them.  

The battle Christians are thrust into the moment they embrace Jesus Christ is not merely a clash 

of ideologies, but it is a cosmic clash of supernatural proportions. We are in a battle with the 

ruler of this world (Joh 14.30), the prince of the power of the air (Eph 2.2), a battle encompassing 

rulers, authorities, powers, and dominions in the unseen realm (Eph 1.21); let us never be so 

naive as to believe our own resources are adequate to prevent defeat, let alone to gain victory. 

Victory will only be achieved when the God of this universe Whose Son died at Calvary to render 

satan and those who serve him defeated foes, but who are temporarily given a measure of 

freedom to terrorize the world, supernaturally intervenes and protects us from the assaults of 

the enemy. We require God to keep us in His Name. It is the Name of Jesus Christ that secures 

our victory and guarantees that the gates of hell will not be able to withstand the advance of the 

Church (Mt 16.18). Oh, my friends it is in the Name of Jesus we stand and in Whom we are one 

in identity. 

Let us not fail to recognize the attempts of the enemy to undermine unity and a sense of 

oneness, to render us ineffective by diverting us to embrace the world’s agenda and squeeze us 

into the world’s mold, to persuade us to become lethargic and indifferent, to settle for a self-

directed form of Christianity where people do that which is right in their own eyes. Let us never 

be deceived into thinking that is a viable option! But let us resolve to follow the counsel of God! 

Ephesians 6:10–13 (ESV) 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put 

on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 
12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces 
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of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be 

able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.  

Jesus prayed His followers would be one and that His Father would protect them. Both are 

critical to succeeding in successfully completing God’s will for us and bringing glory to Him.  

Conclusion 

As Jesus neared the end of His prayer, He appealed, “Father, I desire that they also, whom you 

have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you 

loved me before the foundation of the world.” (Joh 17:24). Today, all believers are one with 

Christ and we are recipients of His glory, but we do not yet experience that glory in all its fullness. 

Jesus looked ahead to the day when His followers will see His incomprehensible glory, glory 

which His Father had given Him from before the foundation of the world. He desires that those 

whose trust and faith is in Him will be recipients of that majestic glory, glory which exceeds our 

imagination. Glory that will cause us to fall on our faces before Him in unfathomable praise and 

worship! That day is coming my friends! 

In the meantime, let us continue Jesus’ mission to make God known. We are among those who 

are sent by God to tell people about Jesus! Listen to Jesus’ concluding words:  

John 17:25–26 (ESV) 25O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know 

you, and these know that you have sent me. 26I made known to them your name, and I will 

continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and 

I in them.”  

 

May God minister to you thorough the following song. Listen carefully to the words and may God 

impress His truth deeply upon your heart. May God use this song to encourage you and lift you 

up for His glory! 

 

O Church Arise - Keith and Kristyn Getty 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXNO-OGUGyU&ab_channel=ScottBacher 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXNO-OGUGyU&ab_channel=ScottBacher

